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4 AUG 1943

METHODS OF DISPOSSESSION PRACTISED TN THE NEFERLANDS

-t

A study of the methods of dispossession practised in the
occupied Netherlands reveals that the German authoritics used for the
executlon of their vowers in the Netherlands not only “heir own Cerman
institutions and German representatives. They availecd themselves also
of the servioces of several originally Netherland institutions and
authorities, the latter being included in the machinery of the Corman
state apparatus,

On June 5th 1940 the deorce of the German "Mhror" of May 18th
1940 is vpublished., It arranges the nomination of a "Reichskommigssar!
for-the oceupicd Nethorlands territory, who is the highest eivilian
cauthority for this territory, The military aevercign rights are loft
in the hands of the military C.-in=C., his regulation on matters of
civil government are exeouted by the "Reichskommisusar”,

In deoree No., 3, dated May 29th 1940 the capacities of the
"Roichskommissar" are further defineds They include all powers, which,
based upon the constitution and upon laws, belong to the authority of
the King and the government.,

For thc oxccution of his powers the "Reoichskommissar" uses tho
Nothorland authorities, in so far as spocisl Gorman institutions do not
replace theso authoritiecs immodiatcly. He uscs as intormediary the
Corxdssarics=General nominated by hime Those are four organic
Conridssarics=Genorals 1, for Justice, 2, for Publio Scourity, 5« for
Finanee cnd Economic Affairs and Le for special cascs, In this
catagory cnters the cormissary for the Netherlands Bank and soveral
other Important commercial ond industrial concorng. .

The major plunder of tho Nethorlonds has been reached throughs
~ direct moasures of the Gormon Cormander=in-Chicf for the Noetherlsnds
(MilitArbofchlsheber) or of the Roichskomissar for tho occuplcd
Nothorlands or by the Secretaricas=Goncral s
- indircet methods of disposacasion mainly purchascs financed by
costs of occupation, spurious currency ( Reichskreditkassenschoing)
or clearing accounts imposed and controlled by the eneny and other methods,
The metheds of disposscssion classified according to the categories
of the enclosure can be deseribed as follows.
Nearly everywherc disposscssion ig oovered by official decrces or
ordinances, emanating cither from the Reichskormigsar dircolly or from the
Seorctaries~general acting upon the orders of the Reichskomadgsar,

The survey of theése methods diseloscs chiefly two astops:

1+ The obligation to report for registration certain categories of
possossions, goods, real estate and finaneial property.

2« Docroes or ordinances for compulsory surrender to Gorman authorw
itics of the property mentioned in tho catoporics above,

The cnolosed statement contains the aveilable information about the
compensation given upon surronder of these goods.

Another system of dispossession aims at tho disproprdation of spaaial
catcgorics of persons. Here we find measures againat Jewish property,
business and invostments and measuros ageinst so-oslled encmy broperty,

L In tho docrees regarding "Jewish" property, "Jewish" businoss is any
business of which the owner is a Jew, of which one managing director is a

Jow, of which one director is a Jew or in which more than 25% of the
capital oxr 50% of the votos aro in Jowish hands., & "Jow" is a Person having

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference FO 371/36371/1

at least three Jewish grandparents, i.e. persons belonging to the Jewish
church, or having two Jewish grandparents and be longing himself to the
Jewish church, or being married to a Jew,

The mothods of indirect dispossession vary considerably. To
study the results of these methods it has to be borne in mind that
generally speaking tho cnemy has the intcntion to minimize the econocmic
life in the Notherlands as much as possiblo. He aims furthermore at
ineluding the part which is left %ofthis economic life into his ovn
cconomic machinery. For the lattor purpose investment in
Netherland cammercial aond indugtrial concerns, in insurance companies
and in banking institutions is used., By purchasing shares in the open
market or by obliging fiwms to issue new capital in their conpanies,
through the sale of new shares which arc bought by the Cermans, a
control of Netherland firms is obtained, for which the ground is
usually prepared by the Gorman controller or supervisor in these firms,

To obtain the maximum of foreipn currency or forcign assets
ayaileble in the Netherlands two systoms are cmployed. The first
ineludes registration and compulsory surrender to tho Gorman authorities,
usually covered by componsation either in German gurrcney or in '
Netherland currency, The sccond contains compulsory registration and
surrendor of these catepories of property against tho compengation of
the value in guilders inadequate to the resl market value of the
assets conecerned,

For the dispossession of stock and machinery two systems are
applied: the first again is camulsory registration and surrender to
the German authorities, the second being tho exhaustion of stocks
through the fixation of prices on a pro-war level combined with the
fixation of the relation betveen the Corman mark and the Netherland
quilder, on a level which doss not cover tha roeal buying capacitics of
these’ currencies viz., overvaluing of Gorman mark vis & vis the Netherw
land guilder, -

. Finally dispossession took place through the fixation of the
oceupation costs on a level much higher then the real oc¢cupation costs
inveolved, the surplus being used for purchases of Netherland property;
the result being an exagporated expansion of the national debt,

The inerease in taxation during the occupation destined to
maintain the German oivilian administration is another moang of
dispossession to be mentioned hore,

As dispossession has also to be considered the deterioration
and loss of value of the assets of companies which have been put undeyr
the control of a German commissioner or controller throursh the
oblipatory canalizing of gaxrt of theproperty of the concerns into
German investments which will have largely lost their value after
thoe wear,

Throush the "Nederlandsche Oostcompagnie" , a Netherland concern
dircetly under Nazi influcnoe, important sums were canalizod in a
direction which Tinally will prove to be dispogssession, since the
purpose of this company is the development of territory in Eastern
Europe.

By tho obligation to make Dutch industries work for German wars
interests another method of dispossession was obtained, This dig=
possession found its real effect through the disposition of commercial
seerets, throush the supply: of knowledge about patents, customers, or
private manufactoring processes.

>

Into this ecategory have also to be included the legal measures

/tending
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A: FINANCIAL PROPERTY.

3) INSURAICE COIP:iiIES,

Ifethods of dispossession - Treatment
of property

Decree or
nmeasure

Authorities
responsible

Compensation

Indircct Dispossession:

- Taking over by German Companies of
the business of English 2nd American
insurance companies; setiing up, there-
fore of a certain control and monopoly
on the insurance rates.

Coapulsory participatiors for insurance
companies in Nazi controlled institutions

Dirzet Disposs
- Compulsory re
precious metals,

sion:
istration of zold and

]
~
o
L]

- Compulsory surrender to the Nethsr-
landés Bank of gold and precious
metals.

Direct Dispossession:

- Campulsory registration of foreign
banknotes and foreign exchange
assets,

~ Compulsory surrender to the Nether-
lands Jank of foreign banknotes and
foreign exchange assets.

24 VI 140

VX1, '

14, XT, '41

21.V, '40
27.VI. '40

27.VI.'40

21.V. *40,
27.VI.'L0,
I.IT1. "4,

m..q.dﬁ,_b.o

SOk Le N0
20,VI. "4l

teichskomisgayr
Saor, o, of
Special Ec.Afladirs
Finance,Justiae &

Home Affairs

Seer.Gen, of Spe-
oial Be.Affairs
Finance,Justice
and Ilome Affairs

La) TR

SCNT OF COLD.

Secr.Gen. of
Pinance

Secr.Gens of
Finance

Netherlands
fuilder offi-
cial exchange

Lb) TRALTHINT OF FOREIGN EXCFUNGE ASSETS.

Secr.Gene.
of Financse

Secr.Gen.
of Finance

Netherlands
guilders:
official
exchange

Biritish and
American com-
panies

Insurance
coripanies
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A: FINANCIAT, PROPERTY.
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B: COLTIRCTAL AlD ITDUSTRIAL PROPE

- -

1b: DDOUSTRIAL AND CO#{IRCIAL CONCERNS (CONTINUED).

zmwwomowmwmqommmmwoulaumwﬁsmuﬁ
of Uwommﬂ .

Decree or
neagsure

Authorities
responsible

- Compensation

Vict®ims,

Indirecct dispossession:

- Transfer of financial control
through purchase of deminant
holdings and through purchase of
new emissions of shares.

- Purchase on the Stock Zxchange, or
privately, of stocks and shares,

- Control of Netherlands Cies,
through German loans and patents

- Situation peculiar to Cies, of
"eneny"” own.rship; nomination of
"ommissarische Verwalter™; in
certain cases sale of assecis or
nomination of new directors.

Direct dispossession;

- Compulsory sale to German
authorities of industrial stocks
and warehoused Z000S.

Stabilisation of all prices at 9th
liay level, combined with the rise
of prices for imported goods and
gtabilisation of relation guilder-
Reichsmark.

24 VI.'40
257« "'U1
11.9.'41
2h b '42

2) TRIATLENT OF STOCKS & GOODS.

Reichskomais—-
sar

14,V 1540

Secr,Gen. of
Trade and
ochers.

Netherlands
guilders.

Netherlands
Zuilders,
market wvalue

Netherlands
guilders,value
lay 10th,1540
event.+ 5%
Reichskredit-
kassgenscheine
or clearing,

The nation,

The nation.

Chiefly British,
American and
UV.S.8.R. citizens.

Comuercial and
industrial
CONCErNS,.
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C: RFAL ESTATE. , 3) TRIATENT OF PLANT OR MACHINTRY.

-

Victims .

Method of dispossession - Treatment Decrce or Authorities -1 Compensation
of property. Measure responsivle

Direct dispossession:
-~ Compulsory registration and sale 11, VIIT, *4l Reichskamis~
of Jewisl: real estate; prohilition Decree Ho, sar
of sale or transfer. : 154

- Compulsory rogistration of "enemy" 2L V1. '50 Reichskomiissar Chiefly British,
owned real cstate; prohibition of 25¢7e '3 American and
sale or transfer , R > 0 % U.S.S.R.citizens,
24, 4,12

Indirect dispossession:

German puccases of rcal estate Netherlands

guilder, mar-

ket value,
D: PATENTS, COPYRIGHT,

TRADSHARKS.,

DFPORATION NOT Y=7T AVATLARIE,
E: SHIPS.

Direot dispossession.

Use of Netherlands shipping -
remaining in German hands.
(war risks).

Requisition of barg : Kedegs insi Fromissoyy

canal hoats, coaste: fishi noses, sone-~
boats.

times cash
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METHODS OF DISPOSSESSION PRAGTISED IN THE NETHERLAIDS

A study of the methods of dispossession practised in the
occupied Netherlands reveals that the CGerman authoritics used for the
cxecution of their powers in the Netherlands not only their own Cormen
institutions and German representatives. They availed themselyes also
of the services of several originally Netherland institutions and
authoritics, tho latter being ineluded in the machinery of the Corman
state apparatus,

On June 5th 1940 the deorce of the German "Fihror" of May 18th
1940 is published, It arranges the nomination of & "Reichskomrmasar!
for the oceupied Netherlands territory, who is the highost civilian
authority for this territory, The military peovoreign rights are loft
in the hands of the military C.=ineC., his repulation on matters of
oivil govermment are oxecuted by the "Reichskommissaxr',

In deerec Nos 3, dated May 29th 1940 the capacitiecs of the
"Roichskommissar! aye furthor definod. They include all powers, which,
based upon the constitution and upon laws, bolong to the aunthority of
the King and the povernment,

For thc axecution of his powers the "Rolchgkommizsar' usoes the
Notherland -authorities, in so far as spceisl Gorman institutions do not
roplace theso authoritios immediatclye. He uscs as intormediary the
Commissarics=General nominated by hix, Those are four organie
Conmisgsarics«Genorals 1. for Justicc, 2. for Publio Seourity, 3. for
Financc and Economio Affairs and Le for spaclal cascs. In this
catagory ontors the cornmissary for the Notherlands Bank and soveral
other important commercisl and industrisl concorns.

The major plunder of the Netherlands has been reachad throughs:
= direet measures of the Gormen Cormandere=in~Chiocf for tho Nofherlands
(MiIithrbofohlshabor) or of tho Roichskomdssar for tho ocecupiod
Netherlands or by the Secretarics=General,
~ indircet methods of disposscssion mainly purchases financed by
costs of occupation, spurious currenecy (Reichskreditkassenscheine)
or clearing accounts imposed and controlled by the enemy and other methods,

The methods of disposscssion claasified according to the categories
of the enclogure can bo deseribed as follows.

Nearly everywherc disposscssion igs covered by officisl decrees or
ordinances, emanating cither from the Reichskormmissat direstly or from the
Seoretaries~general acting upon the orders of the Reichskermissam,

The survey of these mothods discloses chicfly two steps:

1s The obligation to report for registration certein categories of
Prossessions, goods, real ostnte and financial rroperty.

2y Decroes or ordinances for compulsory surrender to German authors
1tios of the property montioned in the catoporios above,

The enclosed statement conteaing the available information about the
compensation glven upon surrendey of those Zoods ¢

Another system of dispossossion aims at tho digproprdation of

catogorics of porsons. Hore we find measures againat Jewish property,
business and investments and measuros against so-eallod encimy pProperty.

a8

In the decrecesg rogarding "Jewish" property, "Jowish" bus
business of which the owmer is a Jew, of which one managing diroot

ine
or
Jow, of which one director is a Jew or in which more than 2 5% of the
capital or '50% of the votos arc in Jowlsh handse 4 "Jow" is a pergon having

/at

o =
2
U 18
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at least three Jewish grandparents, i.e. persons belonging to the Jewish
church, or having two Jewish grandparents and belonging himself to the
Jewish church, or being married to a Jew,

The methods of indirect dispossession vary considerably. To
study the results of thesc mothods it has to be borne in mind that
generally speaking the cnemy has the intontion to minimize the economic
life in the Netherlands as much as possibles He aims furthermore at
including the part vhich is left pof this economic life into his ovm
economic machinery, For the latter burpose investment in
Netherland cammercial and indugtrial concorns, in insurance companieés
and in banking institutions is used, By purchasing shares in the open
market or by obliging firms to issue new oapital in their companies,
through the sale of new shares which are bought by the Germans s &
control of Netherland firms is obtained, for which the ground is
usually prepared by the Gorman controller ox supervisor in these firmse

To obtain the maxdmum of forcign curreoncy or foreipn assets
availeble in the Netherlands two systoms are cmployeds The first
ineludes registration and compulsory surrender to the German authorities,
usually covered by compensation either in German currcncy or in
Netherland currency. The socond contains compulsory registration and
surrender of these catepories of Property against the compensation of
the value in guilders inadedquate to the real market wvalue of the
assets concermed, : -

For the dispossession of stock ani machinery two systems are
applied: the first again ig campulsory registration and surrender to
the GCerman authorities, the second being the exhaugtion of stocks

throuch the fixation of prices on a pro=war level combined with the
fixation of the relation between the German mark anl the Netherland
guilder, on a level which dces not ocover the real buying capacitics of
these currencies viz, overvaluing of Gorman mark vis & vis the Nethers
land puilder, ;

Finally dispossession took place through the fixation of the
occupation costs on a level much higher than the real occupation costs
involved, the surplus being used for purchases of Netherland Property;
the result being an exapggerated expansion of the national debt,

The inecrease in taxation during the oeccupation destined to
maintain the German oivilian administration is another means of
dispossession to be mentioned here,

As dispossession has also to be considered the deterioration
ahd loss of value of the asscts of companies which have been put under
the control of a German commissionsr or controller through the
obligatory canalizing of part of e property of the concerns into
Gorman investments which will have largely lost their value after
the war,

Throush the "Nedorlandsche Qostcompasnic", a Netherland concern
dircctly under Nazi influcnoco, important sums wore canalized in &
direction which finelly will prove to be dispogsession, since the
purposc of this company is the development of terrvitory in Eastern
EUIOPG-

By the obligation to make Dutch industries work for German wayw
interests another method of dispogsession was obtained, This dige
possession found its real effoct through the dispositién of commercial
seorets, throursh the supply of knowledge about patents, customers, ox
Private manufactoring processes,

Into this category have also %o be included the legal measures

/tending
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A: FINANCIAL PROPERTY.

llethods of dispossession - Treatment
of property

Indircct Dispossession:
- Taking over by German Companies of
the businsss of English and American
insurance companies; setting up, there-
fore of a certain control and monopoly
on the insurance rates,

Compulsory participatiomns for insurance
companies in Nazi controlled institutions

Dircet Dispossession:
- Compulsory registiation of zold and
precious metals,

- Coampulsory surrender to the Nethsr-
lands Bank of gold and precious
metals.

Direct Dispossession:

- Campulsory registration of foreign
banknotes and foreign exchange
assets,

- Campulsory surrender to the Nether-
lands DJank of foreign banknotes and
foreign exchange z2ssets.

. Decree or
measure

24 VI, ' 10

“:To x1. qﬁ

14, XT. ']

21.V. '40
27.VI. '40

27.VI. '%0

mun.d-. ¢M*c *
27.VI, 'L0,
H. HHH. ‘ﬁ.

27« VL. '40
mwo UﬁH‘ 1 NTO
20, VI, '41

3) INSURANCE COPilIES.

Authorities
rosponsible

Reichskamissar
Secr.Gen. of

Special Ee.Affairs

Finance,Justicc &
Home Affairs

Seer.Gen, of Spe-
cial Be.Affairs
Finance,Justice
and Ilome Affairs

Compensation

STNT OF GOLID.

La) TR

Secr.Gen. of
Finance

Secr.Gen, of
Finance

Netherlands
puilder offi-
cial exchange

Lb) TR THENT OF FORBIGN EXCHANGE ASSETS.

Scor.Gen.
of Finance

Secr.Gen,
of Finance

Netherlands
guilders:
of ficial

-~

exchange

British and
American com-
panies

Insurance
coripanies

© Crown Copyright
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All residents in
the Netherlands.

A1l ¥esidents in
the Netherlands,
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A: FINANCIAL PROPERTY.

“ b - . :
5) a & b: TREATMENT OF NOTES AND OTHER TITERNAL CURRENCY ASSETS.

Methods of dispossession - Treatment
of property

Decree or
neasure

Authorities
responsible

Compensation

Vietims.

Direct dispossession:

- Issue, by the "Reichskreditkasse"
of "Reichskreditkassenscheine",declared
legal tender in the Netherlands.

~ Withdrawal from ciroulation of silver,
nickel and bronze coins,

= Withdrawal from circulation without compen-~

sation of f£,500.~ and F,1,000, = banknotes,

Indircct dispossession:

- Fixation of "occupation" costs,transgress-
ing the real expenses for occupation aug-
menting thereby the national debt.

Fixation of rate of exchange: mark,
lands guilder in proportion RM 133
H.J...ﬁn.\.H; EcH HWN-NO o= W.Hm.t HOO.

Direct dispossession:
- All German and foreign debts to
Netherlands natienals paid by clearing,

ontrolled by German duthoritiéd; very
ge German debit, paid by anticipation

Netherlands Bank.

.
3

H}.‘Mﬂn t g

10.T. 42
S5eIIl. 142
13, 11T, 142
b lX, 42

HO H4<~n -Nw.v

T IVt il
Decree No. 65

uumsa(.x. -ﬁ

6) TREATMENT OF DEBTS

Secr,Gen, 0Of
Finance

o

Secr,Gen, of
Finance

MilitArbefehls-
haber (indirce

1ly).

Reichskommissar

Credit on
Verrechimungs-~
kasse Berline.

Netherlands Bank
and the Nation

The Nation,

The Nation.

The Nation.
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B: COIMRCTAL AMND ITDUSTRIAL PROFERTY.

1b: INDUSTRIAL AND COIMERCIAL CONCERNS (CONTINUED).

Method of dispossession - Treatment
of property.

Decree or
lieasure

Authorities
responsible

' Campensation

Victims.,

Indirect dispossession:

‘= Transfer of financial control

through purchase of deminant
holdings and through purchase of
new emissions of shares,

- Purchase on the Stock Exchange, or
privately, of stocks and shsares,

Control of Netherlands Cies.
through German loans and patents

Situwation peculiar to Cies, of
‘eneny” ownorship; nomination of
"Yommissarische Verwalter™; in
certain cases sale of assets or
nomination of new di-ectors.

Direct dispossession:

~ Compulsory sale to German
authorities of industrial stocks
and warehoused gZoodse

tabilisation of all prices at 9th
liay level, combined with the rise
of prices for imported goods and
stabilisation of relation gulilder-
Reichsmark,

NN*J.QHO .g
25.7."41
11.9. %4
2h b, " 42

Reichskoamnis-
sar

2) TREATMENT OF STOCKS & GOODS.

14,V, 1540

3ecr,.Gen, of
Trade and
others.

Milit8rvefehls-
haber.

Netherlands
guilders.

Nethaerlands
guilders,
market value

Netherlands
fuilders,value
¥ay 10th,1940
event.+ 5k
Reichskredit-
kasgenscheine
or clearing,

The nation.

The nation.

Chiefly British,
American and
U.S.8.R. citizens.

Comiercial and
industrial
CONCErNS,
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C: R ESTATE.

vy e

p TRIATENT OF PLANT OR

MACHINZRY.

lMethod of dispossession - Treatment
of Pr O@QH..W%.

Direct dispossession:

- Compulsory registration and sale
of Jewis:: _..ucmu, estate; prohivition
of sale or transfer,

- Compulsory rcgistration of "enemy"
owned real cstate; prohibition of
sale or transfer

Indirect dispossession:

German puccrases of rcal estate

D: PATENTS, COPYRIGE
TRADHIARKS,

INPORVATION NOT YET AVATLASIE.
E: SHIPS.

Direct dispossesgion.

se of Netherlands shipping =
remaining in German hands,
(war risks).

> |

Requisition of barges, tugs and
canal boats, coasters, fishing
boatse

ORISR TLS SSP A

Decrce or
Measure

11, VIiT,

Decree TNo,

154,

2L VT. '40
25e7.'41
11, 2. '42
2 AV

June 1940

'L

Authoritiss
resvonsible

PN SR .S A, S ————

Dot pahvelrroria
ACICNASKONT IS -

sar

Reichskomeiissar

Kriegsisarinstelle

Compenzation

Netherlands
guilder, mar-
ket value.

Pronissoxy
:owmm“ sone-~
{imes casl

Chiefly British,
American and
UeSeSeRocitizens,

The nation.

Ovmers.
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