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| W _ 3286
| 1 L :
BRITISH EMBASSY, !
IASHINGION , Beff o yy 40 |
Febradry” £3th)- 1943

@-‘2?&'5&/{5

Dear Departuent,

We send you herewlth coples
of correspondence between the Belgian
Counsellor and Stopford, Financial
Counsellor at this Bubassy, about the
enforcement of the Joint Declaration
on forced transfers of property in
enemy-controlled territory. If there
is any way in which the reply sent to
the Belgian Counseller does not correctly
interpret the position, wlll you kindly
let us know so that we may inform him?%

lours ever,

WASHINGTON CHANCERY .,

General Departuent,
oreign Office,

LONDON, 8.W.1.

i
1)
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COPY.

AMBASEADE DE BELGIQUE

Washington, February 3,1943

D. 8280/6
No, 632
Dear Mr, Stopford,

According to a cable received
from my Government on January 5th, 1943,
the British Embassy 1n Washington,
acting on behalf of the varlous Governments
now established in London, has been
requested to approach the United States
Government in order to ascertain whether
they were prepared, in conjunctiton with
the afore-mentioneé Governments, to take
legislative measures in order to enforce
the principles embodlied in the "declaration
agalnst the seizure of property by the Axls
in oecupled countries" = text of which was
published by the New York Times on
January 6th, 1943,

The cable received from London
also stated that the British Embassy
would keep us informed of the progress
made in Tthis respect.

Being in doubt as to the section
handling this matter in your Embassy, may
I ask you to be kind enough to let me lmow
what has been done thus far on the subject,

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) B'on, de Gruben,
Mr, R. J. Stopford,
Finaneial Counsellor,
British Embassy,
- Washington, D.C,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

February 13th, 1943,

Dear Baron de Gruben,

Thank you for your letter Ko. 632
(D, 8280/6) of the 3rd Mebruary about the
Joilnt Declaration concerning forced traznsfers
o property in enemy-controlled territory,

We nave received no instructions
from the Foreign Office on the lines which
you describe, Indged, as fav ag I know,
the Governments making this Joint Peclaration,
of whdch the Belgian Government was one, do
not intend at present taking any ilmuediate
leglslative action tu enforee the prineciples
embodied in the Leclaration. The intention
of the Governments making the Declaration
was, as stated in the text, to "reserve all
their rights to declare invalid any transfers
of or dealings with property" in enemy-controlled
territory.

1 will, however, let the British
Government Jmow of your enquiry in case there
is any further comment they might wish me to
MaXe , :

Yours sincerely,

Re J. Stopford,

Baron Hervé de Gruben,
Counsellor,
Belgian Embassy,
WABHINGTON, D.C.
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VOREIGH OPFICH, S.W.l.

(T..',’ S%S/B/MJ s 1at Apt‘:ll ¥ 1943,

Dear Chuncery,

Your letter of the 13th February (275/60/43)
enclosing correspondence between Stopford and the Delglan
Counsellor sbout the Joint Declaration on Axis looting.

e Printed coples of the Declaration were sent to you
on the l4th Junuury, btut we think 1t would help you to have
glso the encleosed coples of the final (spreed} minutea of
the meoting held gt the Forelgn Ofrice on the Z7th November,
1942, st which sgreement was reached on the main points
commeclied with the Declarstion and of & note on & gubpequent
lose formal meeting of the Lepresentatives of allicéd Governments
held at the Foreign Office on the 15th Jenuanry of this yesr,
for the purpose of launching the inter-iallied “sub-commlittee
"of experta” which has been given the %k of studylng the
relevant Allied law grg the actusl methode of dispossesasion
practissd by the Axis.

De You will see from these encloswres thet the acope
of the "sub-comuittes of experta” is confined to colleecting
informstion and thet it hea no power whatever either to

initiate policy or to promote fresh legislation. The only
comd tmant which the Covernments concemad have sssumed 1s,
as stated in the last pareprasph of the expleanatory memoranduan
on the Declaration thet when the sub-committee of experts
has got out its fectunl report, they will meet again in full
comnittee Lo reviecw the whole guestion.

4, The Pelgian Pinaneizl Counsellor is guite off the muills
afnd we can herdly believe that his Government deliveratsly
misinformed him in the sense of the firat peregreph of his
let . ar. - Bsgree with your reply to him, except that there
18 no bay of courge, to the individusl Allled CGovernments in
the mesntime enlerging their national legislation, if they
wish end are competent to do 50, @0 us to cloge any legal
loopholes when the day of reckoning arrives.

Be Perhops you could give him an outline of the real
pogition? Ue may have to take the matter up with the Belglian
Govermmont here, but are rather lpatrp e do so, as they were only
inducedwith difficulty to eccept the limited mandate given
to the pub-com ittes and favoured the 1mmediate formulatlon of
high policy end the adoption of specific international mesnsures
to reverse “mcts of disposmession”, all of which seamed to us
very prematupa, e do not want to set @ll this going again,
unléess it 12 necessary (0 correct @ deliberate Talaificatiaon
o’ the posilion.

Yours ever,

Genaral Department.

The Chaencery,
British Embasay,
Washington
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MAY 194%
Erltlish Embassy,
Washingten, D.C.,

26th April, 1943,

Depar Department,

Thank you for your letter of Aprdil
W 3286/8/64, about the correspondence between
ford énd the Belglan Counsellor regarding ths
t declaration on Axis looting, |

The apreed minutes of the meeblng of
=27th December, 1942 were enclosed wlith vour letter
under raference, but net the note on the less {formal
meetlng of the 13th January. It will be very uzsefnl
lor us to have a copy of the latter. Could you
Torward 1t to us Iin duse course ?

WWZW

Paul H, CGore-Booth.

General Department,
Forsign Offlice,
London, S . .Ll,
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