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acquired it in the course of an ordinary business transaotion, in an
establishment normally dealing in that type of pre. ~ty, The provisions
of this Artiocle shall not howeve. apply to artioles Luving a religious
assoeiation, or to property which was acquired from a private owner, if
such preperty is an cbjeet of unusual artistie, scientifie, or personal
value, or was acquired at an ayction or private sale in an establishment
engaged mainly in the business of disposing of property the subject of an
njust deprivation,

ARTICLE 16
Currency

Currency, so far as it is identifiable, shall be subject to
restitution only if at the time he acquired the money the defendant or
4 predecessor in title knew or should have known in the ciroumstances
that the person entitled theretec had been unjustly deprived thereof.

4RTICIE 17

Bearer Instruments

i If a bearer instrument was acquired in the course of an ordinary
business trensaction good faith (gutgliubiger Erwerb) shall be presumed
unless the transaction falls within the Provisions of paragraph 3 of this
Article,

2e The provisions of paragraph 1 shell also apply to interests in bearer
instruments deposited in a central account (Sammelverwabrung).

Je  Bearer instruments ang interests in bearer ins*ruments shall, nevertheless,
be subjeot to restitution under this Law if at the = ae of the unjust
deprivation they represented:

(2) =a participation in a business with a small number of members,
such as a family corporation; or

(b) a participation in a business the shares of which had not been
negotiated in the open market; or

(¢) a deminent participation in a business as to which it was known,
generally or in the trade, that a dominant participation wag held
by persons who belonged to one of the classes described in Artiole
3, paragraph 1 (b); or

a dgmin&nt participation in a business establishment which wag
régistered under the Third Ordinance to the Reich Citizen ILaw
(Relchsburgergesetz) of Lith June, 1938 (RGB, I. p. 627).

be 4 participation shall be deemed to be deminant if, either standing
alone, or on the basis of & mutual working agreement in existence prior to
or at the time of the unjust deprivation, it permitted the exercise of
controlling influence upon the management of the business or enterprise,

ARTICLE 18

Restitution where changes in the Legal or Finarcial
Structure of an Enterprise have ococurred

If within the material period a participation of the type described in
article 17, paragraph 3, was the subject of unjust " privation and the enterceise
was dissolved, mérged into, consclidated with or tr .lormed into another
enterprise, or was changed in any other way in its legal or financial

structure, or if its assets were transferred wholly or in part to another
tnterprise, the claimant may demand that he be given an &ppropriate share

/in
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i the!ransformed or newly formed enterprise, or in the enterprise which

uired wholly or in part the assets of .he original ente.;: ise, thereby
restoring as far as possible his original participation and the rights
incidental thnereto.

ARTICLE 19

Enforcement of the Principles of irticle 18

The Restitution Chamber in taking the measures necessary and
appropriate to give effect to the rights granted to the claimant under
irticle 18, may order the cancellation, new issue or exchange of shares,
participation certificates, interim certificates, and other instruments
evidencing & participation; the establishment of a partnership relationship
between the claimant and the transformed enterprise referred to in Article
18, and order the performance of any act required by law to give effect to
such rights. Such measures shall be taken primerily at the expense of the
persons liable to make restitution in accordance with the provisions of this
Iaw., If such measures would affect any other shareholder, they shall be
ordered so far as he is concerned only to the extent to which such other
shareholder benefited, directly or indireotly, from the unjust deprivation
in connexion with the state of affairs referred to in Article 18; or if
the enterprise itself would be liable to make restitution or to pay dameges
under this Lew or under the relevant provisions of the Civil Code, including
the principle of respondeat superior.

ARTICLE 20

Other Enterprises

The provisions of Articles 18 and 19 shall apply mut" s mutandis where
the objeot of unjust deprivation was a business owned by an individual, a
participation in a partnership or a limited partnership; a personal participation
in a limited partnership corporation (Kommanditgesellschaft auf Aktien); a
share in an association with limited liability (Gesellschaft mit beschrinkter
Haftung) or in a Co-operative Society; or a share of a similar legal nature,

ARTICLE 21
Service
Where pursuant to Articles 18 to 20 it is necessary to effeoct servioce

on any person whose identity or present address in unknown, service shall

be effected by publication in accordance with the provisions of peragraph 2 of
Article 53.

ARTICLE 22

Delivery of a Substitute in Lieu of Reatitution

le Where subsequently to the unjust deprivation the affested property bas
undergone fundamental changes which have substantially enhanced its wvalue,
the Restitution Chamber may order the delivery of an adequate substitute in
lieu of restitution. In determining the adequacy of the substitute the
Restitution Chamber shall consider the value of the property at the time of
the unjust deprivation and the rights and interests of the parties, The
olaimant may, however, demand the allooation of an appropriate share in the

property unless the defendant offers a substitute of similar nature and of
like yalue. :

2, Whers the defendant has combined the affected pro: +y with other
property in such & way as to make it an cssential part therecf, he may where
severance is possible sever the latter property and retain it, In such ocase

he shell at his own expense restore the affected property to its former
cendition., VWhere the claimant has cbtained possession of the combired property
he shall be cbliged to permit the severance; he may, however, withhold his

/eonsent

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference FO 1046/599/1

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference FO 1046/599/1

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference FO 1046/599/1

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference FO 1046/599/1

- 1]

ARTICLE 32

Demand for .Assignment

. The claimant may demand the assignment to him, without cogpensation,

f any mortgage, land charge or annuity charge against property in land sub ject

o restitution which is held by any heolder or former holder of such property
who at any time obtained the property by way of an unjust deprivation where
such deprivation resulted from a transaction gontra bonos mores or from threata
made by such holder or on his behalf, or from a tort, This shall not apply
to the personal debt on which the mortgage is based, 4iny interest created
prior to the unjust deprivation shall be subject to the provisions of Artiole
38, paragraph 3 applied mutatis mutandis.

24 The provisions of this 4rticle shall not apply to encumbrances which
are to be registered in accordance with the provisions of this Law.

ARTICLE 33

Liability for Debts of a Business Enterprise

1, If the claimant recovers & business ent. . ise or any other aggregate
of properties, creditors may in respect of debts to them incurred in the
operation of the enterprise or obligations with which the aggregate of
properties has been encumbered also assert such claims arising thereout
~gainst the claimant in so far as they are in existence at the time of the
rcstitution.

2, In such casec the liability of the claimant shall be limited to the
property restored and to any other elaims to which he is entitled under this
Law. The claimant's right to limit his liability shall be governed by
Seotions 1990 and 1991 of the Civil Code.

Je The claimant shall not be liable under paragraphs 1 and 2 to the
extent to which the total amount of liabilities excceds the limit of
éncumbrances to be computed by applying mutatis mutandis the provisions of
article 29 and insofar as the excess of liabilities is not ocovered by a
surplus of assets resulting from the application of irticle 25, paragraph 3,
In such case the Restitution Chamber shall, in its discretion,take the
requisite measures by applying mutatis mutandis the provisions of /irticle 29,

Ieagses and Tenancies

L, If a defendant or any former possessor has leased land to a third
person, the olaimarit may terminate the lease by giving the notice regquired
by law to the person entitled to possession under the Lease, Such notice
may not be given until the restitution iuthority has determined that the
property is subject to restitution and such determinatiocn is no longer
subject to appeal, or until the obligation to 1¢5tore the property has
been acknowledged in any othc - way. The noticc st be given within threc
aonths of the happening of the said events whichever shall first happen.

' The provisions of the Law for the Protection of Tenants (Mieterschutze
«woetz) in the version of 15 December, 1942 (RGBl. I, page 712) shall not apply
4~ any defendant or his predecessor in title who obtained the pffected property
by way of an unjust deprivation or who, at the time he acquired the property,
xnew, or should have known in.the circumstances, that the property had at any
time been. obtained by way of an unjust deprivation. The provisions of the said
Law shall also not apply where the claimant requires the premises as a suitable
dwelling for himself or his near rclatives (nahe Angehbrige). The said Law shall
likewise not apply if a dwelling which at the time of the unjust deprivation

or of the filing of the petition for restitution was used in connexion with

the operation of 2 business enterprise subjeet to restitution, is required for
the continued operation of such enterprise.. The provisions of the said Law
shall not apply to premises used for ccumercial purposes if the claimant has &
legitimate interest in the immediate return of such premises.
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l2. The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure for the time beling in
force relating to "Arrest und einstweilige Verfligung", shall apply mutatis
matandis,.

ARTICLE 45

Trustee
Le where supervision of any affected property 1s necessary end no other
authority is entitled to exercise jurisdiction thereover & trustee shall be

appointed for the purpose.

2e Military Govermment will issue regulations as to the appointment and
supervision of a trustee.

ARTICLE L6

Competence of other Authorities to take
measurés under Articles 44 and 45

Where the safeguarding measures described in Artiocles L4 and 45 are
within the competence of another agengy, the Restitution Authorities shall
requestr that agency to take such measures,

PART IX
FILING QF CLAIMNS
ARTICLE L7

Central Filing &4genoy

1, - The Céntral Office for the Administration of Property (Zentralamt flir
Vermbgensverwaltung) rcferred to in Military Government General Order No, 10
(as amended) shall perform the funotions of & Central Filing Agenoy.

2e The Central Filing Agency shall trensmit an, setition filed with it
to the Restitution Agency or Agencies competent to deal with it under the
provisions of Article 5l.

ARTICLE L8

Time Limit and other reguirements

le The filing of & petition for restitution shall be in accordance with
the requirements and be made within the.time-limits laid down in the said
General Order as amplified by the provisions following cor any Regulations
to be issued by Military Government.

2y The petition shall when necessary be substantiated by documents or
sworn declarations.

D The petition may be effectively filed by any. cne of geveral oco=
claimants.

L, Any petition filed by a perscn who is not entitled to restitution of

the property shall be desmed to have been effectively filed in favour of the
true cleaimant, or where appropriate, of a Trust Corporation.
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Relation to

otherwise provicded in this ILaw, claim within the scope of
this Lnn Lc prosecuted only under the provisions and within the limits
of time l id dovm in this law. 4ny claim based on & cause of action
cutside Lhc scope of this Law may be prosecuted in the ordinary courts.

ARTICLE 50

Contents of Petition tc be filed

l. The petition shall contain a description of the a
and such other particulars as a claimant is required t
referred to in the said General Order,

affected property
o give in the form

2. The Central Filing Agency or, the Restitution Authorities may request
the claimant to supplement his petition by a statement (in an appropriate
cage by way of sworn declaration) confaining such information as may be

necessary for the purpase of adjudicating on the claim.

i I the claiment has no domicile or fesi&uncc in Germeny and has not
appointed there an attorney authorised to accept service of process, he

may nominate a person demiciled there for such purpose. If he fails %o
nominate such a person within a reasonable time the Restitution Agency shall
he appol intuent.

do so and notify the claimant of ¢

Lo The Central Piling Agency shell notify the claimant of the Restitution

Agency or Agencies to which the petition has been transmitted pursuant to
Article 47, paragraph 2.

The time~limits prescribed in airticle 48 paragreph 1-shall be deemed
hiVG’bCuT complied with notwithstanding ar - formal or octher defects in
1@ petition. :

Venue

ls Iny petition for restitution shall be transmitted by the Central
Filing Agency to the Restituti"n Agency of the district in which the
affected pr:}erty is situated If it appears that a petition has been
transmitted to a Restitution “FGHCJ which lacks jurisdiction, such petition
shall be referred by such Restitution agency to the Restitution 4gency
having jurisdiction. The order of reference shall be binding on the

agency to whieh the fchlulgn has been gso referred.

2e Regulations m&y pro ide additional rulcs as to venue, and in
articular as to s oin a '; and ancillary claims and may
iake Restitution orders. in certain

b
&

0 oM
cases,

Jurisdiction rat e materias

The restitution authorities shall have jurisdiction ratione materiae
irrespective of whether under im; other statutory provision a claim for

restitution would come within the jurisdiction of any ordinary adninistrative
or other court or whether no court whatscever would have jurisdiction.
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ARTICLE

N i
NOT1lC

53

shall

m L. ~ —~ esoha Tr

1. The Rest 1l AgENCY
4 e e L L o)

G concerned roq

service on
two months service,
defendnnt. 35 cor tenants of),
the : :',01“t3', as

be Jjoined in tnc prceceeding

the former NSDAP or one of
party concerned, service shal.
of Finance. In the cases

<)

:urtluu 80

entioned

Join in the proceedings as a -.7ty having

gbrscn 2 claiman nﬁy QGMund to
Ro1cn, a 1 rmer Land,
affiliated :rganiai*iﬂng is a
appropriate Land Minister
shall be authorised tso
an ir 3st therein.

2, WVhere the identity or present addre of a defendant is unknown or
where it appears from the petition that :ngf unidentified third person may
have an interest in the affected property, the Restitution Agency shall
effect service of notice of the petitio publication requiring the
defendant and the unidentified third r n to declare within twe months

to the Restitution Agency their intere ith procf

Service by publication shall be effected in accérdance with the provisions

of Seotion 20&, paragraph 2, of the Code of Civil Pr”CLdUlb as amended by
Control Council Iaw No., 38 in the form applicable to a summons, uCTVle
shall be deemed to be effective one month after publication in the periodical
specifiied in Section 204, paragraph 2, of such Code. Where the claim relates
to securities the Restitution Apency H"'l give notice of the petition by
publication in the 0fficial Gazette of Jembined Eoconomic Area referred
to in Ordinance No. 28 of the Economic :
und Verordnungsblatt des Virtschaftsra
1948, pege 5)) and such publication

§ 367 of the Commercial uo&u (im the versicn of § 6
the simplification of Notices concerning
RGBl. 1 page 42).

P
thereof).

fL“LlWl ten Ul“t schaftsgebietes
the effect of & notice under
the (Ordinance for

securities of 22nd January 1944,

Je Upon service of the petition the case shall be deemed to be a lis

pendens (rechtshingig).

%, When the claim for restitution affects property in land or an interest

of a like nature, the Restitution Agency shall request that an entry be made
'in the Land Register to the effect that a clain for restitution has been
filed, (RUckerstattungsvermerk), The notic: ~f restitution shall be effeotive
against any third person.

5 = The provisions of the Cecde of Civil Procedure ooncerning Third Party
procedure shall apply mutatis mutandis.

ARTICLE 54

Procedure before the Restitution Agéency

1, If no answer is made to the petition within the tine specified in the
notice, the Restitution Agency shall issue an order granting the petition,
Where there is no dispute as to the limit of encumbrances and as to the
gontinued existence of rights or interests the Restitution Agency shall also
make the appropriate findings on such matters.
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2., jihere a petition for rostitution does not conclusively disclose a .
cause of action, or the truth cf any of the allegations contained therein

is eontroverted by entries in public records or by public documents available

to the Restitution igency, the latter aAgency shall require the claimant to
submit a statement within an appropriate period of time. The sgency shall
dismiss the petition on the merits if the claimant does not within this

period submit an explanation justifying his petition or supplementing the

facts alleged therein. '

A

Je WThere an answer is filed but an amicable settlement is reached the
Restitution Agency shall, on application, record the settlement in writing,
and shall deliver & certified copy of the terms thereof to the parties
coneerned.

SR Y .

ARTICLE 55

reference to the Court

e 2 1f an amicable agreement cannot be reached either wholly or in part o¥

if the requisite measures to be taken are not within the competence of the
Restitution Agency, it shall to the extent necessary refer the case to the
Restitution Chamber of the Landgericht having jurisdiction over the Restitution
igency. This shall apply in particular to cases where odly the limit of
encumbrences or the continued existence of rights or interests or the liability
for debts is in dispute.

24 Regulations may confer Jjurisdiction en Landeerichte generally, on cer ain
A J %) a o ]

Landgerichte or on Landgerichte other than those specified in paragraph l.

ARTICLE 56

Appeal (Einspruch

1, iny party may, by filing an appeal with the Restitution Agency, appeal

to the Restitution Chamber apainst & decision of the Restitution Agency given
pursuant to Article 51, paragraph 1, second senteénce, or Article 54, paragraphs
1 and 2; notice of appeal shall be filed within one month unless the appellant
resides in a foreign country in which case the period shall be three months.

The time for appeal shall begii to run from the service of the decision appealed
against. Article 53, paragraph 2, shall apply nutatis mutandis.

2, An appeel shall be permissible only when it is founded on & violation of
the provisions of Article 53, paragraph 1, second sentence, or Artiele B4,
paragraph 1 or 2,

ARTICLE 57
Execution

sgreements recorded by the Restitution Agency and crders of the Restitution

Apency which are no longer subject To appeal may be enforced by execution

pursuent to the provigsions of the Code of Civil Procedure. For this purpose,

the Restitution /pgency shall have the powers of & Court (Vollstreckunfsgcricht),
-

In effecting execution, the Restitutlon igeéncy may avail itself of the services
of other agencies and in particular of the courts.
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Chamber

The Restitution Chamber shall © ymposed of a Presiding Judge and two
Lisscoiate Judges, eligi "or the office of Judge or for the higher
\dninistrative Service to ?r appointed by the Minister of Justice of the
appropriate Land with the approva. : g'f'targ Govermment, The Associate
Judges shall be appointe r & term ree years, unless they are
professional Jjudges.

{RTICLE 59

i STV, SR

Prace dure

1, The Restitution Chamber shall adjust the legel relations of the parties
in accordance with the provisions of this Las a

2 Unless othemiise provided in is Iaw, the procedure shall be governed
by the rules applicable to matters of non-contentiocus litigation, subjeot,
however, to the following modifications:

() The Chember shall order an oral hearing which shall be in public.

(b) The proceedinpgs may at the requést of the claiment be stayed for

(v,

a period not exceedin:s six months.

The Chamber may give a part Jjudgment on one of severa 21 claims or
on part of a claim where the determination of any counterclaim,
set-of f or licn or any other defence the nature of a set-off
or counteérclaim wo substantially c . the decision on
TCStltuGl:n.

Mithout prejudice to the final decision, the Chamber may order
the temporery surrendsr of the affected property to the claimant
either with or without security. In such cases the claimant shall
have, with respect to third persons, the rights and obl igations
of a trustee (Treuhinder).

o

LRTICLE 60

———— . ———

Form and Contents of the Decision.

The decisicn » Restitution Chamber shall be pronocunced in an order
grounds for which sha ¢ given. Such order shall be served on the
concerned, The order may be enforced by execution, a subsequent appea
hstanding. The provisions of Section 713, paragraph 2, and ectL“I 713a
the Code of Civil Procedure shall apply mutatis mutandis.

1

in objection (s ige E553h¢urd¢) may be made against the order by

filing notice of such obJje .'\“ -ne month or, in the ocase of a person
residing in a foreign country, within three montns. The time for giving notice

~

;he date gr service of the order; Article
53 paragraph 2, shall app mutandis. he Civil Division of the Ober-
lardstcrickt shall hear ion. The ougeobmcn may be founded only on
an allegation that the decision .': ated the relevant legal provisions. The
provisions of Sections 552, 562 and 563 of the Code of Civil Procedurs shall
ply mutatis mutandis.

of objection shall begi

¢t H ct
oo i <IN

Regulations may confer on & ce tain Oberl isperi jurisdiction t o hear
JCCtlD’a.

, Bog L ] ary Government may review all
lecisions and o 3 made his Law and Lulll’" amend, suspend, or otherwise
icdify theﬁu
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le If any claim of any of the kinds specified in Articles 1 to 4O 1is made
by a person entitled tc rcstitutiﬂ“ in proceedings before a Court or by way
of execution, defence or counterclaim the Court concerned shall notify the
Restitution Agency. The C:ulb mey, and on request of the Restitution Chamber
shall, stay the proceedings or tempor: wrily suspend execution by an Order
against which there may be no ﬁrlelr The Restitution Chamber may direct that
the claim be dealt with under this Law and not by cxercise of Jurisdiction by
the ordinary courts, or it may authorise the claimant to prosecute his claim
before such courts; in which latter case the authorisation shall be binding
on the eourts, If an action in the ordinary civil courts is terminated by
reason of the claim being deelt with under this Law, any Court fees charged
shall be remitted and : neither pxrty shall be entitled to any extra-judicial
costs.

2, The Court shall report to the Central Filing igency any measures taken
under paragraph 1.
P
i

ART XII

PROVISIONS AS TO COSTS

CLE
Costs
Lo No Court fees shall normally be charged in p edings before

Restitution Authorities. Regulations may, 1pvur*&t yruv1du for the
levying of costs, fees and expenses in certain cea

2, No advance payment, or bond or security fo may be demanded from
a claimant.

PART XIII

1. Any persen who alienates, damage 2 3, Or conceals any

affected property in order to defeat the right a claimant, shall upon
eonviation be punished with imprisonment not exceedil five years, or a fine,
or both, unless heavier penalties undz oy other law are a yilcablc.

2, Penal servitude not exceeding five years may be imposed in
especially seriopus cases.

e 4n attempt shall be punishable,
PART XIV

N TAN

'{"IJTO:\J'.-T A C‘E" .")\:'-:;' ..L:] O 5L‘ L2V

o o
mTOT ™ =
RTICLE 65

Inheritance

Lo An from the rigl £ succession by will or on intestacy
or the fcrf01tur- f an estate which pccurred during the nxuerl 1 period by
virtue of ive measure for any of the rcasons referred to in

@) i - < >

article 1 shall be “deemed n: > have occurred.
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24 For the purpose of determiming any periods of limitation, the event
glving rise to the succession shall be deemed to have occurred on the
effective date of this Law.

Avoidance of Testamentary Dispositions and
of Disclaimers of Inheritance

L, Testamentary dispositions and contracts of inheritance made in the
material periocd by virtue of which any deseendant, perent, grendparent,
brother, sister, half=brother, half-sister, or their descendants, as well
as a spouse, was excluded from inheritance for the purpose of avoiding &
seizure of the estate by the State, anticipated by the party making the
disposition, for any of the reasons referred to inirticle 1, shall be
capable of being avoided. Subject to the provisions of paragraph J

of this Article the power of avoidance shall be governed by Sections 2080
et seq, or 2281 et seq., of the Civil Gode.

P Disloaimers of inheritance by persens described in paragraph 1

shall be capable of being avoided provided such ligelaimers were made with-
{n the material period in order to prevent an anlicipated seizure of the
property by the State, for any of the reasons referred toin Article 1,
Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3 of this Article, the right of
avoidance shall be pgoverned by Section 1954 et seqq, of the Civil Code,

Do Testamentary dispositiona, oontracts of inheritance or disclaimers
of inheritance must be avoided not later than 31lst December, 1349,

ARTICLE 67

Testamentery Disposition of a Persecuted
Eargon

Lo A testamentary disposition made within the material period shall be
valid, notwithstanding nonegompliange in whole or in part with any formal
requirements, if the testator made such disposition in view of an agtual or
imagined immediate danger to his life, based on measures of persecution for
any of the reasons referred to in Article 1, and where the ciroumstances were
sush that he gould not reasonably be expeeted to ocmply with the gtatutory
formal requirements. '

2y The: provisions of paragreph 1 shzll not epply if the testator was
still oapsble of making a testamentary disposition complying with the statu-
tory requirements after 30 September, 1945,

ARTICIE 66

Re-establishment of /doption

1, If an adoption relationship was revoked - ithin the material period

fopr any of the reasons referred to in Article 1, such relationship may be
peinstated nunc pro tunc by a contract between the foster-parent or bis

héirs and the ohild or his heirs, Sections 1741 to 1772 of the Civil Code,
with th gxceptions of Sections 1744, 1745, 1747, 1752 and 1753, shall

apply t¢ contract of reinstatement, 4 contract of reinstatement may be
judicisally confirmed notwithstanding the death of the perties to it. If

one of the parties concerned is not capable of being breought before the

Court & guardian ad litem (Pfleder) may be appointed to represent his interests
in the proceedings for reinstatement.

Ly where an adoption was revcked by decision of & court during the
material period for any of the reasons referred to in Article 1 and no
facts appeared which would have entitled any of the contracting parties
_to revoke the adoption subseguently on his vwn initiative, such party or
his heirs may require that the decision be quashed,
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urisdiction
n the versi
rce, German Courts are hereby authorised to exerc

f the provisilcns

Sub ject to the limitations on the

uk 16 J
sed by Military Government Law No. 2 1
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{
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i 0
cases involving offences against any o

ARTICLE 80

of ficial Text

text of this Law shall be ¢ official text and the
Military Govermment Ordinance No. J and ol paragraph 5 01
. T N s ey (o FE S I +ay
f Militery Government Law No. L4, shal. t apply to such text.
ARTICLE ol

Effective Date

Law shall come into force on l2th

- VT

BY ORDER OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL,
Frankfort-on-the-Main, Cermany,
December 17, 1948,

Ma jor General C. L. Adcock,
United States Chairman,
Bipartite Control Office,
APO 757, U. 8. Army.

Sir:

I have bheen requested by the State Department to
investigate the present status of the negotiations being
carried out by one Erich A, Freundlich, an American
citizen, to secure licenses under ¥C laws 52 and 53 to
effectuate the retransfer to his firm of the Duesseldorf
firm, "Rheinkalte"., The facts, as reported by the State
Department, are as follows:

"Erich A, Freundlich, US eitizen since 1946
and Otto Markus a British citizen since 1942
filed claim for restitution of the Duesseldorf
firm "Rheinkalte”. Claim was also registered
if the British Zone, Subsequently, on July 30,
1548 Freundlich and Markus effected a contrac-
tual settlement of their claim with then owners
R, Helm and G, Welter, to whom the ariginal
interest had been transferred as a result of
Nazi preessure. Under the terms of the contract
the claimants subseguently regained their
original interest.

"Subsequent application was made by the firm
for licenses under ¥C lLaws 52 ard 53 to
effectuate the retranafer of interest to the
original owners. The firm was infmmed by
British MC that the Office of the Financial
Adviser of the Bipartite Control Office at
Frankfurt considered that there was small pro-
bability of grarting the licenses. The Finan-
cial Advisers office a sked for certain addi-
tional material, and from the nature of the
material requested, it would appear that the
Office suspected that some consideration other

/than the
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-2-

than the settlement of the restitution claim
passed between the claimants and the possessors
of the firm. This, Freundlich emphatically
states, is not the case."

In order that I may submit the desired report to
the Department of State, it would be greatly appreciated
if I might be furnished with the facts as they are known
to your office and whether it is believed that reasonable
grounds exist for the denial of the granting of the
appropriate licenses. This information is desired for
the State Departmert 's guidance in considering Mr. Freundlich's
request for intervention.

Yours very truly,

Walter W. Hoffmann,
American Consul,

File 804.46
WNH/dje
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BIPARTITE CONTROL OFFICE
Finance Group
Frankfurt, Germany

APO 757

The enclosed letter has been received from
Transport Group for action by this Group.

+ 1 -
LIl

2. It appears that it is not within the comp
this group to rule ¢ requested in paragraph 2 of
closure., 1t

is therefore requested that your office
a suitable reply.

3. If, in your opinion, the ruling must be secured
from Berlin would you kindly forward the regquest and advise
us of the action taken.
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3530

s _m.ll Financial Adviser ' TRANSPORT GROUP,

BIPARTITE CONTROL OFFICE,

Tel: ':‘ﬁ)“
. 024 FRANKFURT,
Ref:

BIPTPT/FIN/3041 497.8 HQ CCG,
AOR 21

23 July 1948.

Subject: - Disposal of Ex-Prussian State Property.

Finance Group,
Bipartitite Control Off'ice.
F‘ronkfurt.

1. A letier has been received from the Verwaltung fur
Verkenr,requesting the transfer of certain ex-Prussiin State
property to the Hauptverwaltung der Eisenbahnen and to the
Hauptverwaltung des Seeverkehrs. This claim, which,apart from
certain properties and real estate in various North Cerman ports,
would also involve 2 and possibly 3 Kleinbahnen in the British
Zone, has tne approval of this Group as it is considered that
more economical working and eventual improved financial results
are to be expected from the transfer,

2. This matter has been discussed with Property Control
Branch who state that under existing laws, transfer of the
administration of the property canke effected,but if alienation

or transfer of ownership is contemplated, sanction must first

be obtained. The latter being the @ase,a ruling is required from
you whether the Verwaltung fur Verkehr, through their subordinate
offices, can enter into negotdaations with the l.ander and other
parties concerned, with a view to acquiring the property concerned.

P T T,

(4.H.WILSON
Chief,
copies. Financial Adviser.
Float.
File.
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. MILITARY GOVERNMENT—GERMANY
- ‘ BRITISH ZONE OF CONTROL

GENERAL ORDER No. 10

(Pursuant to Military Government Law No. 52—Blocking
and Control of Property.)

In pursuance of paragraph 2 of Article I of Military
Government Law No. 52, as amended by Ordinance No. 38, it
is hereby ordered:—

ARTICLE I
Property Subject to this Order

1. Subject to the exception contained in paragraph 2 of this
Article, this Order relates to all identifiable property which
was between the 30th January, 1933, and the 8th May, 1945,
confiscated or removed from the ownership, possession or
custody of any person by reason of his race, nationality, reli-
gion or political opinions, whether such confiscation, removal
and/or other form of dispossession was due to, or authorised

by, legislation or procedures which purported to follow forms
of law, or otherwise.

2. This Order does not relate to any property having at
the date of transfer a total value of less than 1000 Reichsmark.

ARTICLE II
Submission of Declarations

3. Any person who has, or at any time since 30th January,
1933, has had, possession, custody or control of any property
to which this Order relates shall, within six months from the
date of this Order, make in respect of such property and
deliver to the Landrat of the Kreis or Oberbiirgermeister of
the Stadtkreis in which he or she resides a declaration (in
triplicate) on Form MG AF/P. This Form is obtainable from

any Landrat or Oberbiirgermeister in the British Zone of
Occupation.

4. Any person who has knowledge of any specific transfer
since 30th January, 1933, of property to which this order
relates shall, within six months from the date of this Order,
make in respect of such property, and deliver to the Landrat
of the Kreis or Oberbilirgermeister of the Stadtkreis in which
he or she resides a declaration (in triplicate) on Form
MGAF/K. This Form is obtainable from any Landrat or
Oberbiirgermeister in the British Zone of Occupation.

5. Property shall be so declared, notwithstanding that it
may have been sequestrated, requisitioned or declared for any
purpose under any other Order of Military Government.

.

ARTICLE III
Submission of Claims

6. Any person deprived of property which is the subject
of this Order may file a claim for its restitution. Such claims
must be filed on or before the 31st December, 1948, Claims
filed after that date will be inadmissible. Claims should be
made on Form MGAF/C in triplicate and should be for-
warded to:—

Das Zentralamt fiir Vermdégensverwaltung,
(Britische Zone),
Bad Nenndorf,
Land Niedersachsen.

MILITARREGIERUNG — DEUTSCHLAND
BRITISCHES KONTROLLGEBIET

ALLGEMEINE VERFUGUNG Nr. 10

(auf Grund des Gesetzes Nr. 52 der Militéirregierung
betreffend Sperre und Kontrolle von Vermogen).

Gemifl Artikel I Abs. 2 des Gesetzes Nr. 52 der Militiir-
regierung in der Fassung der Verordnung Nr. 38 wird hiermit
verordnet:

ARTIKEL I
Von der Verfiigung betroffenes Vermigen

1. Diese Allgemeine Verfligung bezieht sich, vorbehaltlich
der Ausnahmen des Abs. 2, auf jedes als solches erkennbare
Vermdégen, das zwischen dem 30. Januar 1933 und dem
8. Mai 1945 aus Griinden der Rasse, der Staatsangehdrigkeit,
der Religion oder der politischen Uberzeugung einer Person
enteignet, weggenommen oder ihrer Verwaltung entzogen
worden ist. Dabei ist es unerheblich, ob diese Beschlagnahme
und Enteignung, Wegnahme oder sonstige Form der Ent-
ziehung auf Grund von Gesetzen oder in angeblich rechts-
méifBigen Verfahren oder sonstwie durchgefiihrt worden ist.

2. Die Verfiigung bezieht sich nicht auf Vermoégen, dessen

Wert zur Zeit des Ubergangs weniger als 1000 Reichsmark
betragen hat.

ARTIKEL II
Anzeigepflicht

3. Wer seit dem 30. Januar 1933 irgendwelches Vermogen
(Artikel I) besitzt, verwaltet oder beaufsichtigt oder be-
sessen, verwaltet oder beaufsichtigt hat, ist verpflichtet,
innerhalb von sechs Monaten nach Inkrafttreten dieser Ver-
ordnung in dreifacher Ausfertigung auf Vordruck MG AF/P
eine Erkldrung iber dieses Vermogen bei dem Landrat des
Kreises oder dem Oberbiirgermeister des Stadtkreises seines
Wohnorts abzugeben. Dieser Vordruck ist bei jedem Landrat

und Oberblirgermeister des britischen Besatzungsgebietes
erhéltlich.

4. Wer von einem bestimmten Vermdogensiibergang
(Artikel I) Kenntnis hat, ist verpflichtet, innerhalb von sechs
Monaten nach Inkrafttreten dieser Verordnung in dreifacher
Ausfertigung auf Vordruck MG AF/K eine Erklirung iiber
dieses Vermiégen bei dem Landrat des Kreises oder dem
Oberbiirgermeister des Stadtkreises seines Wohnorts abzu-
geben. Dieser Vordruck ist bei jedem Landrat und Ober-
biirgermeister des britischen Besatzungsgebietes erhiltlich.

5. Uber das Vermdgen ist die Erkldrung auch dann abzu-
geben, wenn es auf Grund anderer Anordnungen der Militér-
regierung in Zwangsverwaltung genommen, beschlagnahmt
oder fiir sonstige Zwecke bestimmt worden ist.

ARTIKEL III
Anmeldung von Anspriichen

6. Wer Vermogen (Artikel I) verloren hat, kann seine
Anspriiche auf Wiedererstattung anmelden. Diese Anspriiche
miissen bis zum 31. Dezember 1948 angemeldet sein.
Anspriiche, die nach dieser Frist angemeldet werden, werden
nicht beriicksichtigt. Die Anspriiche sind in dreifacher Aus-
fertigung auf Vordruck MG AF/C einzureichen an

das Zentralamt fiir Vermdgensverwaltung
(Britische Zone)
Bad Nenndorf
Land Niedersachsen.

© Crown Copyright
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In the case of persons resident in Germany these Forms
are obtainable from any Landrat or Oberbiirgermeister within
the British Zone of Occupation. In the case of persons resi-
dent outside Germany the Forms are obtainable as follows:—

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Foreign Office (German Section)
Norfolk House,
St. James’'s Square,
LONDON, S.W, 1,

Offices of British High
Commissioners.

British Commonwealth

Offices of the Government
concerned.

British Dependencies

Foreign Countries British Consulates.

ARTICLE IV
Blocking of Property

7. All property to which this Order relates is hereby
declared to have been and to be subject to all provisions of
Military Government Law No. 52.

ARTICLE V

Offences and Penalties

8. Any person required by Article IT of this Order to make
a declaration who fails to do so or omits any material fact or
particular from such a declaration or makes any false or
misleading statement therein shall upon conviction by a
Control Commission or German Court, be liable to imprison-
ment for a term of not more than five years or a fine not
exceeding RM 100,000 or both.

ARTICLE VI
Hansestadt Hamburg

9. The provisions of this General Order apply mutatis
mutandis to Hansestadt Hamburg. Declarations shall be made
to the Blirgermeister.

ARTICLE VII
Effective Date

10. The date of this General Order is 20th October, 1947.

BY ORDER OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT.

PSS(HQ)6565B/5200/10-47

L.

S

Fiir in Deutschland wohnende Personen sind diese r-
drucke bei jedem Landrat und Oberbiirgermeister @és
britischen Besatzungsgebietes erhéltlich.

Fiir im Ausland wohnende Personen sind diese Vordrucke
bei folgenden Stellen erhéltlich:

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Foreign Office (German Section),
Norfolk House,
St. James’'s Square,
LONDON, SW 1.

Offices of British High
Commissioners.

British Commonwealth

Offices of the Government
concerned.

British Consulates.

British Dependencies

Foreign Countries

ARTIKEL 1V
Vermigenssperre

7. Jedes Vermogen (Artikel I) wird hiermit, auch riick-
wirkend, allen Bestimmungen des Gesetzes Nr. 52 der Militir-
regierung unterworfen. P

ARTIKEL V
Zuwiderhandlungen und Strafen

8. Wer nach Artikel ITI dieser Verfiigung zur Abgabe
einer Erkldrung verpflichtet ist, diese aber unterliBt, oder
wer bei Abgabe einer solchen Erklirung wesentliche Tat-
sachen oder Einzelheiten verschweigt, oder wer falsche oder
irrefilhrende Angaben macht, wird mit Gefingnis bis zu fiinf
Jahren und Geldstrafe bis zu 100.000 RM oder mit einer
dieser Strafen bestraft, wenn er von einem Gericht der
Kontrollkommission oder einem deutschen Gericht fiir
schuldig befunden wird.

ARTIKEL VI
Hansestadt Hamburg

9. Die Bestimmungen dieser Allgemeinen Verfiigung
finden auf die Hansestadt Hamburg entsprechende An-
wendung. Erklarungen sind bei dem Biirgermeister einzu-
reichen.

ARTIKEL VII

Tag des Inkrafttretens

10. Diese Allgemeine Verfiigung tritt am 20. Oktober 1947
in Kraft.

IM AUFTRAGE DER MILITARREGIERUNG.
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