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CANADIAN JOINT STAFF MISSION IN LONDON
Note by Secretary \
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THE FLEET TRAIN
Memorandum by first Sea Lord
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Tenth Report by Assistant Chief of Alr
Staff (Intelligence)

JERVICE LEAVE AND TRAVEL
lote by Secrstary
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OPERATION IEPIUNE - EVACUATION OF CASUALTIES
Memo. by S.C.A.E.F.

FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN "OVERLORD" -~ MOVE OF
LE CLERC DIVISION
Note by Secretary
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AlTI-ATRCRAFT DIFENCES FOR "OVIRLORD" BASES
llote by Secretary

""CROSSBOW" .

14th Progress Revort by the Deputy Chief of
Air Staff.

3.0.E. OPERATIONS Il BULGARTA
' Copy of letter from Foreign Office to
3ecretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee

FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN "OVERLORD"
Copy of letter from Foreign Office to
Secretary, Chiefs of Staff Comittee

BOMBING OF ROME AND VATICAN PROPERTY
Copy of letter dated 3rd April 194l

from the Foreign Office to the Secretary,
Chiefs of Staff Committee
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RETURN OF L.S.T's FROM MEDITERRANEAN
Memorandum by First Sea Lord

EMPLOYMiNT OF OHINISE FORCES
Tote by Secretary

BOMBING OF RAILWAY TARGETS I ENEMY OCCUFIED
TERRITORY,

Note by the Seeretary

BOMBING OF RATLWAY TARGETS IN HIGMY OCOUPIED
TERRITORY : ¥
Report b
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Brief Description.

NEW ZEALAND'S MANPOWER

Copy of letter dated L.L.4l from Mr. Nesh to
General Ismay
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STRATEGIC ASPECT OF THE DISCUSSIONS ON OIL
POLICY
Report

;
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"OVERLORD" - POLITICAL WARFARE OUTLIIE PLAN
lote by the Secretary

OFERATIONS BY THE POLISE SHCRRT ARMY
Note by Secretary
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THE REOCCUPATION OF NAURU AND OCEAN ISLAND
Note by Secretary

STOPPAGE OF LEAVE AID TRAVEL WITH PARTICULAR

REFERENCE TO SERVICE PERSONNEL EMPLOYED IN THE

ADMIRALTY, THE WAR OFFICE AND THE AIR MINISTRY
Report by the Second Sea Lord, the Adjutant-
General and the Air Member for Personnel
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Tolralily CONCURRENT AIR DEFENCE PLANS FOR OPERATIONS
"OVERLORD" AND "DIVER"
llote by Secretary

Telialily FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN "OVERLORD"
llote by the War Office

Selpalily OPERATIONS BY THE POLISH SECRET ARMY
llote by Secretary

NOONOT *3D1440 GHOIIY
2178nd 3HL 40 NOISS IWN3d LNO

=HLIA ATV IH4YHDOLOHd Q3DNOONIIY

Belialily C.M. & S.F. MONTHLY FROGRESS REPORT IN0. 8

114,44 CONTROL OF NAVAL GUNFIRE

Report by the British Joint Communications
Board
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11 byl SOUTH=EAST ASIA COMMAND - MAINTENANCE OF FORCES
IN FORWARD AREA

Memorandum by Chief of the Imperial General
Staff

BAN ON THE USE OF INFRA-RED DEVICES

Memorandum by Supreme Commander, Allied
Expeditionary Force

ORGANISATION AND EMPLOYMENT OF FRENGH “ORCES
Copy of a letter 2 2440/7/9 (dated 10th
April, 19L4) from the Foreign Office to the
Secretary, Chilefs of Staff Committee
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335 12.4.40 CIVIL DEFENCE AND HOME GUARD MANPOWER
Note by Secretary
336 13 balily DEMOLITION OF U-BOAT BASES AND OTHER
INSTALLATIONS IN LIBERATED TERRITORIES
Report
337 13l l4d; FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN "QVERLORD"
i Memorandum by S.C.A.Z.F.
338 104000 REQUIREMENTS FOR DDT IN SOUTH~RAST ASIA COMMAND
Note by the Secretary
339 14 4.4 MANPOWER FOR THE WAR AGAINST JAPAN
Note by the Secretary
| | 340 1.4l "CRO3SBOW"
| 11th Report by A.C.A.S.(Intelligence)
| 341 15. 4. 44 PROVISION OF PARACHUTES FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN
i ! Note by the Secretary
T 5 342 [ 15.4.44 | CONTROL OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS IN THE
3 MEDITERRANEAN THEATRE
{ ! Note by the Secretary
343 1644144 COASTERS FOR FAR EAST OPERATIONS
Report by the Admiralty
344 | 16.4.4 | "OROSSBOW"
15th Progress Report by the D.C.A.3.
3L5 17444 S0UTH-EAST ASIA COMMAND - POLITICAL WARFARE
lote by the Secretary
346 17400, "OVERLORD" - SECURITY MBASURES
Copy of letter dated 17.4.4t from the Foreign
Office to the Secretary
347 17400 FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN "OVERLORD"
Note by the War Office
348 17 ba lily NAVAL FORCES ¥OR "NEPTUNE!
! Memorandum by the First Sea Lord
3h9 180,00 "OVERLORD" SECURITY - MOVEMENT OF ALLIED
PERSONNEL
Copy of a letter HDE/146/01/L dated 184440
from 3ir Findlater Stewart to Lieut.-General
Sir Hastings L, Ismay
50 | 19.4hk | DESPATCH OF YUGOSLAV PARTISAN ATRMEN 70 RUSSTA
Copy of a letter dated 19th April from the
Foreign Office to the Secretary, Chiefs of
Staff Committee
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19.4.44 | "OVERLORD" - PROVISION OF ARTIFICIAL HARBOURS
Memorandum by the First Sea Lord
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19.4.4) | DECLARATION OF ROME AS AN OPEN CITY
Note by Secretary
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19.4. 44 CONTROL OF 8.0.E. OPERATIONS IN HUNGARY
Memorandum by S.0.E.

20. 4.4} | DEMOLITION OF U-BOAT BASES AND OTHER
INSTALLATIONS IN LIBERATED TERRITORIES
Hote by Secretary
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20.4.44 | ARRANGEMENTS FOR RUSSIAN AIR FORCE DETACHMENTS
IN ITALY
Copy of a letter (R6227/4239/G) dated
20th April, from the Foreign Office to the
Secretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee

21.4.44 | ANGLO-PORTUGUESE PLAN FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE
PORTUGUESE MAINLAID
lote by the Secretary

21 L lily "OVERLORD" - SECURITY
Note by the Sedretary

22, L. 44 "OVERLORD" = SECURITY
Note by Secretary
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22.4.44 | MANPOWER FOR THE WAR AGAINST JAPAN
llote by Secretary

22.4.44 | OPERATION "CALIPH"
Note by Secretary

22.4440 | OPERATION "ANVILY
Minute by the Prime Minister

NOaNO

23.4e4L | TRANSFER OF NO. 23 NIGHT INTRUDER SQUADRON FROM
M.A.A.F. T0 THE U.K.
Note by the Chief of the Air Staff

234444 | USE OF A.I. MARK X OVER ENEMY TERRITCRY
Memorandum by the Chief of the Alr Staff

2l lyly DISTRIBUTION OF R.A.F. JQUADRONS DURING THE
SECOND QUARTER OF 194k
Note by the Chief of the Air Staff

2h.4.4) | REDUCTION OF LABOUR FORCE EMPLOYED IIN CHEMICAL
WARFARE PREPARATIONS

Report by Inter-Services Committee on Chemical
Warfare
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FUTURE OPERATIONS CONNECTED WITH "OVERLORD"
liote by the Secretary

OPERATION 'OVERLORD' = SECURITY DURING POST=
BRIEFPING PERIOD
Report

" OVERLORD" . SEGURITY
Note by the Secretary

FUTURE OPERATIONS CONNECTED WITH "OVERLORD"
lote by the Secretary

PROVISION OF ARTIFICIAL HARBOURS
Copy of a letter dated 25th April from the
Ministry of Production to the Secretary,
Chiefs of Staff Committee

SHOOTING OF GERMAN PRISONERS BY YUGOSLAV
PARTISANS

Copy of a letter (R.6132/6132/G) dated 25th
April 1944 from the Foreign Office, %o the
Secretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee

"OVERLORD" - SECURITY
Note by Secretary

AMERICAN VT FUZES
Report by the Sub-Committee on the Allocation
of Active Air Defences

THE RADIO PROGRAM - PRODUCTION OF RADIO VALVES
Memorandum by the Chairman of the Radio Board

"CROS3BOW™
Twelfth Report by Assistant Chief of Air Staff
(Intelligence)

BRAZILIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE
Note by Secretary

AVIATION SPIRIT FOR THE PORTUGUESE AIR FORCE IN
THE AZORES
llote by Secretary

HORTA - IMDEN CABLE
Note by Secretary

INFORMATION ON NORWAY AND FINLAND
Note by the Secretary

"CROSSBOW"

16th Progress Report by the Deputy
Chief of the Air sStaff
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381 1.5.4k AMERICAN V.7. FUSES
Report by the Sub-Committee on the Allocation
of Active Air Defences
382 1544 TRAISFER OF BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AND UNITED
STATES PRISONERS OF WAR FROM CAMPS IIT GERMANY
70 BARCELONA
Note by the War Office
383 1.5.44 PROCUREMENT OF OIL REHABILITATION EQUIPMENT
FOR SUNATRA
Letter dated 1st May, from the Chalrmen of
the 0il Rehabilitation Board, to the
3ecretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee
384 1.5.44 LABOUR PROBLEM IN CEYLON
Memorandum by the First Sea Lord
| 385 1.5.44 PROVISION OF SUPPLY DROPPING PARACHUTES
5 Memorandum by SCAEF
; 386 24544 "OVERLORD" SECURITY - CONTROL OF MOVEMENTS OF
: ALLIED SERVICT PERSONNEL
‘ | Hote by Sir Findlater Stewart
: i ‘
| i 387 245.44 ARTILLIRY RECONNAISSANCE FROCEDURE IN MEDITERRAIEAN
i THEATRE |
Note by Secretary [
386 2.5.4l EXTENSION OF BASE FACILITIES TO THE UNITED STATES T
AFTER THE WAR
Report
389 2.5 "OVERLCRD'" - BROADCAST TRAINSMITTER FOR SAS BRIGADE|
lNote by Secretary
390 3500 CO=ORDINATION OF ALLIED ACTIVITIES IN THE BALKANS |
Note by the Zecretary
|
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CANADIAN JOINT STLFF MISSION TN LONDON

Note by Secretary

The Prime Minister has minuted as follows on
the attached minute' by Lord Cranborne:-

—:pouasafay

"General Ismay for C.0.S5. Committee.

I should be glad if C.0.8., could
reconsider this.

(Initialled) W.S,C.
30.3.h1+|t

zs/ 08

(Signed) L.C. HOLLIS

Dfficos of the War Cabinet,
S.Wu 1- [}

HO 18A40D

31ST MARCH, 194l.
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ANNEX

Co of a Minute dated 28th March, 1
he Prime igt
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from Lord C

38 0L LOM

General Ismay. has sent me a copy of his minute of the

e5rd March to you about the appointment of a Canadian Joint
Etaff Mission in London.

I am vury glad that the Chiefs of Staff have recommended
cceptance of Mr. Mackenzie King's proposals (a), {(b) and (ec)
hich were addressed jointly to you and the President. I

But
hink that it is most unfortunate that they should feel themselves

-
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the fou th proposal (@) that,thé Canadian |
n don should be a link between
Jaff and the United Kingdom Chiefs

in’

ragraph 5 of General Ismay's minute states, the
f access of rpgresentativas-df‘all Dominion :
nte to the United his
; ) sputed. The Chiefs of Staff fear, however,
that th pnaéﬁiaal-ag'licat;on‘of this principle may not
work out sattsfadtorggh I feel their fears may be
exaggerated. In practice, the Mission is unlikely %o
trespass over-much on the Chiefs of Staff time, and I do not
think there need be any fear that sccurity moy be affectod.
or complications introduced by refercnecs to the Canadian
Government. The cstablishment of the Mission is mueh more
likely to have thc contrary effect, 1 feel too that we
need not be deterrecd by the possibility that other Dominion
Governments may wish to scnd similar staff missions herc,
This seems to me very unlikely in present circumstances,
since they have not the ssmc intcrest as have the Canadions,
as a result: of the large Canadian forces to be engaged in
fortheoring operations; ond it should always be possible
for ue to resist any such application on these grounds,

- We are hoping after the war for the closcest possilble
collaboration, militarily and otherwise within the British
Commonwcalths Canada has, as you know, at times displayed
a tendency to pursue an independent line and to seek closer
co=operation wﬁth the United Stetes rather than with us.

This proposal for closer liaison in London in the military

sphere is, coming as it docus from the Canadian Government,
a rare and encouraging sign for futurc collaboratioh, and
for ws to suggest that the existing machincry for liaison

in Washington with the Combined Chicfs of Staff is sufficient
- wouldl surely be most unwise, . i S

L

1 ho'a; theraforeQ that you will agree that proposal
() should be reconsidered. i : .

ted Kingdom Chiefs of Staff cannot in

s

L L
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WAR CABINET

l

CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

THE FIEET TRAIN

Memorandum by First Sea Lord

301440 Q¥023¥ J178Nd

I'L'”“”lt“"'”

AB 1nvited/ I attach at Annex a :

statement showi
those proposals relating to the Fleet Train upo: w;‘;ilclﬁ
an immediate decision is required.

(Intd.) A.B.C.

v,

-:aousiafay

0ffices of the War.Cabinet, S.W.1.
18T AFRIL 1944,

L C.0.8. (4k4) 103rd Meeting (0), Item 9

zsy 08

ANNEX

U. K. CONSTRUCTION
"(a) 4 Accommodation Ships

Four accommodation ships, which Ministry of War
Transport has stated on D.C.(8)(4l4) 12 should be
provided out of the existing passenger fleet, should
be nominated now. Having been nominated it is.
necessary to prepare drawings and collest miaterial
for the conversion of the ships, the whole process
from nomination to completion taking about four to
gix months, Two of these ships are required to
leave the United Kingdom for the Indian Ocean in
July 1944y and the third and fourth in September
1 and November 194l respectively. It 18
therefore urgent that the nominations should be
made now",

NOONOT ‘321430 Q¥0I3N
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"(b) 5 Aircraft ine and Component Repa

Five P.F.C. | ullg now building in th:l-s Incmntry :
sh now be sa‘ll'o ted for converafon to .Airc:il.?

drewings for this . o
material has been ordered
number of these ships bu one.

this ‘country, Even zf we convert the earliest ofthem
the¥ cannot be compléted before two in March and
three in April 1945, If we miss these early ships
completion will be correspondingly delayed, The
five ships are required - two in mid 1 and three
by December 1944, We are therefore some six

months behind programme slready",

CANADIAN CONSTRUCTION ;
() 5 %aintenancgushi 8 (Escort Vessel) (in addition to
ree

ready ordere n Canada

In November 1943 a programme for the supply
of these ships was agreed with the Canadian
authorities, It has not been possible to obtain
authority to allocate these ships,. It is now
doubtful if this programme can be achieved and it
is essential that the matter be taken up with
Canada afresh, Drawings are available for
conversion of 10,000 ton VICTORY type ships; if
this type is not available’ new drawings will have
to be prepared which will causc further delay.

It is doubtful if any of these could be delivered
in Canada now before March 1945, These ships are
required - three in october 194) and two in January
1945, end it appears that they must be at least
three months behind programme,

3 Maintencnie Ships (L.S.T.)

The same remarks apply as for (¢) above,
Two of these ships are required in January 1945
and the remaining three in step with L.B.T.
construction in the United Kingdom or in
aecordance with any I.8.T. allocation from the
United States; and it seems that they must be
Bome months late,

4 Maintenance ships (Mﬁuor Landing Craft)

The same remarks apply as for (o) above,
These ships are required in January 1945 and it
seems must be some months late, :

2 Maintenance Ships (Armament )

The same remarks apply as for (c) above,

These shipe are required in January 1945 and it
8eems must be some months late,

1 Maintenance Ship (Coastal Popces)

The same remarks apply as for (c) above.

This ship is required in January 1945 and it seems
must be some months late,

[
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(n) 1 Maintenance Ship (Local Craft)

The same remarks apply as for (c) above,

Thies ship is required in October 1944 end 1t seems
that it must be some months late. :

(1) 2 Port and Administration and Accommodation Ships

The ramarks at (a) above apply here. All
these ships are required in January 1945,

SOURCE NOT SETTLED

(J) 2 Comsstal Forces workshop ghips

In November 1943 it was proposed that these
should be converted Baltic type coasters (oil
fired) building in America for Great Britain,

It i1s now understood that this programme was never
aecepted in America, Drawings are available of
the conversion required and it seems necessary now
to ask the Americans again if they will build them
for us. The American programme of this type of
ship is undsrstcod to complete in May of this year,
and it is therefore very urgent to persuade them
to continue it. These ships are required in
Jenuary 1945,

2 Comstal Forces Parent Ships

The same remarks apply as for (J) above,
These ships are required in January 1945,

1_8eaward Dcfence Ship

This is proposed on the Baltic type of hull
and so far as its supply is concerned, the same
remarks apply as for item (J), but the drawings
for this conversion have not becn prepared as the
8taff Requirements are npt yet available,

(m) 8 Hospitai ships B

The Admiralty regards these as being a vital
need. Heretofore they have always been obtained
from Ds of &,T. without difficulty but it seems
that so large a demand at one time needs urgent
consideration if it is to be satisfied.

2, The remaining ships of the Fleet Train consist of Store
8hips, Oarriers and Tankers and it is understood that these
will be forthecoming after the defeat of Germany and their
eonversion should not be a long matter,
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_ This report follows the Ninth Report by Assistant Ohief of Air Staff
(Intelligence) C.0.8. (L4) 266 (0) dated 18th Maxoh, 19l

l¢
371440 040234 2 MENd

H'L'”'”

SWOURY
Repair and oonstruotion of ski sitep

L. There has been an inorease of 5 (from 10 to 15) during the past
fortnight of sites where repairs and/or construotion is known to be proceeding,

-:a0usiafay

achinery

2. Oamouflage at launching points prevents positive identification of
rails, but there are signs of their presence at two sites in the Cherbourg
Peninsula and at one near Dieppe. Exoept for a report of the delivery of
compressed air bottles at ski sites, no evidence of the installation of
machinery has yet becn received. !

Large pites

Je A building similar to the main struoture at WATTEN is being ercoted a¥ .
SOTTEVAST, Activity at WIZERNES and WATTEN oontimues.

zs/ 08

ffices of the War ngimt,
SeWoldso

S18T MARCH, 1944
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ANNEX

1. A table at Appendix "A" shows the number of ski sites judged to be
oapable of operating in the near future, provided that the necessary machinery
had been installed, The rates of fire would vary in accordance with the state
of ocompletion of each site, It will be noted that the mumber of sites where
repair and/or construction is known to be proceeding has increased from 10 to

15 since the lagt report was issued. (appendix "a" to C. 0.5 (44)266(0) dated
18th March 194k).

Supply sites

s

2, The more advanced supply sites are being tidied up and construction is
sontinuing at the remainder.

;||||||n
T
|z

3, A recent photographic foconnaissance has revoaled constructional sotividy
near ERIOQUEBEO in the Oherbourg Peninsula, There atle 8 buildings, 6 of which ame
the same gize as buildings on supply sites¢ 7 of tHe 8 known supply sites also’
have 6 of these buildings,

le
391440 0¥O023Y J1Y&Nd

The existing supply site in the Cherbourg Peninsula (ot VALOGNES) should
be capable of supplying the 8 ski sites in that area without diffioulty, and
there seems to be no reason for building an extra one, Progress at BRICQUEBEO

11 be carefully followed in order to determine whether it has any cornection
th "Orossbow" activities

ARLARARE
ls

Bitting of rails to launching pointg

-:a0uaiafay

An examination of all available photographs has boen made with the
pbject of detecting signs of lawnching rails at ski sites, Heavy camouflage ;
prevents an acourate assessment, but there are signs that rails may be in positiod
pt two sites in the Oherbourg Peninsula and at one near Dieppe.

Installation of machinery

zs/ 08

Dy A report, dated 1l5th January, states that steel coipressed oir bottles
1' 6" long x 2! 31" diametcr have been delivered fo an unspecified nurber of
pitess The report adds that the bottles are to be filled to a pressure of 200
ptmospheres, which corresponds to the pressures of coupressor plonts, 100 of
hich are stated in another reporit to have been ordered for delivery betwean

Peptenber and December 1943, Subsequent reports indicate that deliveries had

allen badly behind schedule and no positive evidence has yet been received of
eir installation at ski sites,

32NA08 43N
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A reliable report has been received to the effoot that "I" and "Z" fuels

be used at ski sites, These are the same liquid fuels as are used for the
ropulsion of the Hs293 rooket bomb., The same report, however, also mentions a

hird fuel, which has not so far been identified, as being required at ski
item, but gives no olue to its purposes

Bllotless piroraft frials

2178nd 3HL 40
—HLIA ATIVI IHAVHOOLOHd Q@

Trials held between lst end Lith Moroh have shown a oonsiderably improved
aouraoy, On this basis, about 608 of the aireraft launohed fron France would
2ll in an area equal to Greator London,. 3

Lerge piten

An interesting developwent has taken place at SOPTEVAST, 4t the north-
estern end of the main excavation a struoture is being erecte’ hich has a

~01-|
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zod mmi to the new reotangular oonbmw’a.‘.on at WATTEN, It measures
ent approximately 125 ft. by 145 £t,, and there is a deep excavation
‘bomath its north eastern side, The walls appear to be of heavy reinforced
Ocnstruotion is proceeding rapidlys: conorete is being poured in at
least four placess No further work appears to have been done on. the two
parallel -lmmhn which are aligned on London, -

ls

TTT] 111
11‘ |

10, Mes, with annotated photographs, on aotivities at WIZERNES and
WATTEN ave at Appendices "B and "G" respeotively.. Both these sites have been
bombed sinoe the photographs shown in the Appendices were taken..

Bropasanda

le
321440 QUOJ3¥ 217804

11, Attention in enemy propaganda to retaliation has remained at a very
low level, exoept in broadoasts to England, where thore were a mumber of’
reminders that the cwrent raids on England did not represent the "real
retaliation”, This assurance was not found in Germon home propagandae

”l‘!”””
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SITES POTENTTALLY OPERATTCNAL TN THE NEGR FUTURE

Total mumbe:> Cat. A Cat, B Oat, O ar D
of sites

Sites whish have been 80% or more complete sime (approx.) end
of Jamary 194k. 0
Repeirs and/nr sonstruction proceeding.

Repaira and/or oconstruction possibly procecding.

3

SITES NOT
Sites where no progress has been made sinoe 3lst Jamuary 194k,
Probably no repairs and/or construction proceeding.
Damage toc recent to assess enemy'!s repair policy.
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NOTE ON AOTIVITY AT WIZERNES
(Reference should be made to the armotated photograph attached)

Rapid progress has reoently been made with the installations at thia
te and some of the struotures appear to be approaching.externally, their
nal form, The following desoription, based on the attached photograph, is
herefore given,

TTTTTT
s

The most striking feature of the site is the oircular emplacement (3 on
notated print) 280 ft, in diameter which stonds on the ridge dividing the
ZERNES quarry into two parts, It is on the edge of the western part of the
arry (1 on annctabed print), and work in progress in this part of the quawry
olearly conneoted with the emplecement. The eastern part of the quarry
on annotated print) is not being used for any purpose conneotod with the

itary works. The aircular emplagement now consists of an apparently salid
re in the form of a truncated cone surrounded by a deep annular trenoh, The
milar trench is revetted with conorete of oonsiderable thickness, and there
e indications that the care also will be olad with comorete. A ciroular
eotion of whish no details can yet be seen is taking shape on top of #he
re, It is conneoted by a bridge with a high btuilding, probably a hoist,

ioh projeots above the genersl level of the cauouflage covering the area (4)e
the centre of the oirole this bridge conneots with another at right angles
it leading only as far as the oiroumfercnoe of the top of the core. The
cular emplacement is also comneoted hy a ramp with a ledge running round $he
b of the southern face of the quarry (1), and by a camouflaged pipe~bridge (8) -
bh the large oomorete wixing plant (6).

Wark is in progress on the floar of the western pert of the quarry whish
olearly conneoted with the work procecding at the oiroular cmplacement
) and under tho camouflage covering the area i!..} on the top of the oliff
the south. Tunnel entranses cen be seen at (2), These appear to be raised
be distamne above the quarry floor, asinoc outeide each of them there ia a
sed platform probably used for loading spoil into trains running on tracks at
por level of the quarry, It oan be seem also that the rail track whioh

pds diagonally aoross the quarry and enters the southern tumel is raised on
enbanknent, . ;

E bl
301440 Q0038 2178Nd
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The two platforms are Joined a short distance outside the portals of
p tunnels by a transverse platform, Betwecn this and the quarry faoce below
b oircular emplaoement stands a tall harmer-headed orane which can 1ift material
a platform alongside the ciroular emplacenent, '

NOONOT ‘301430 QHOI3IY
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Outside the quarry, aoross the railway, several bulldings have been
oted, The weatern (7) are probebly staresj the eastern group iroludes
ororete rixing plant (6). From the comorete ng plant o bridge leads
o8 the main rajlway linc and oonneots with the pipe leading to the oiroular
placement and with ancther pipe leading towards the northern twmel entranoes
oe it may be oomoluded that comoroting is being carried out below ground,

North of the of buildings (6) and (7) a reilway siding leads %o
area (gsl where m. are dumped, L‘W fﬂ.])ae (10) supplics water fiam
river Aa to the comorote mixer and %o the oiroular emplaccments

Qamouflage has been applied extonsively, The area aboge the quarwy ia
eotively covered Yy netting, and notting = 'furtmmtely(ﬁmoat trens -
ers noarly threequarters of the oiroular emplacement, The oonorete mixes
together with its associated buildings and the stores buildings (8) are

0 camouflaged by netting.

38 OL LON — HJVEDOLOHJ LHDI¥ALO0D
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Wostern part of WIZERNES quarry.
Tunnel en‘tra:hen;

Oiroular emplacement,
.Qamouflaged area above quarry.
Pipe bridge (camouflaged).
Conorete mixing plant,

Stores buildings,

I'II]IIII‘III||!I

371440 CuOI3¥ d17E8Nd
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Rail served stores dump,

Bastern part of WIZERNES quarry.

Buried water pipe o conorete mixer and ciroular
emplacement, :

i
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ZUBLC RECPRD) OFFICE Reference:= COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH - NOT TO BE
REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WiTH-
OUT PERMISSION OF THE PUBLIC
RECORD OFFICE, LONDON
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TOP_SEORET
APPENDIX "O"

NOTE ON ACTIVITY AT WATTEN

(See annotated print attached)

Tt now appears that the building on this site ig reaching completions
- main struoture is a rectangular building (1 on print) 220 £t, by 130 ft.
hich has been erected on the southern part of the foundations of the original
1dings after their destruction by bombing. This new building has now
ached a considerable height, and its roof, which is of heavy concrcte carried
) stoel beams, is almost complete, Therc is at present no rail acccss to the
ding by standard gauge line, but o standard gauge Line is being laid out
oh will lead to the enst side of the building at the level of the floor.
the exonvation; iork on the standard gauge branch leading from WATTEN is
ing pressed on.

Tvwio conorete mixing plants (2 and 3 on print) are in opuration, That on
north side of the site (3) is supplying comcrete by means of the ramp (4) to
o roof of the building (1).

Part of the original structure is seen at (5) and (6). Some attompt ab
sarance has been made here but no recoonstruction sceus to hove been carried

t,. The stores dump at (7) is being used in comneotion with the now
struotion.

0 NOISS IW¥3d 1N
OHd 032NQoY¥d3A

—HLIM ATTIVDIHdVEDOL

o
m
a
©
]
=]
e
o
2
o
fal
=
o
g
=

5178nd IHL 3
38 oL 1OM - HdVH¥DO0LOHd LHDI1¥AL0D

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB 80/82

Main building 220 £5. by 130 fta,

Concrete mixers

€
371440 0¥023¥ J178N4

) i Ooncrete mixer. I
$ jor 4 he Ranp leading to roof of (1). i .
k 5, °  Remains of old structures. | [
Be Remains of old atx;mttrea. g .

Storea dump,

-:pouasafay
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Oonorete mixers

Oorecrete mixer,

€
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; Yo Ranmp leading to roof of (1).
(4 J 5 u
' ye Tt Remoins of old strustures. =
e Remains of old struotures, =

Stores dwmp,
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WATTEN

500

1000 FEET

Neg: N2 370/4-
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* Note by Seqretary

At their Meeting™ held on 30th March the Committee
on "OVERLORD" Preparations sonsidered a memoran
by the Pirst: Lord of the Admiralty on the subjeet of
gervice leave and travel. ;

av

2y The memorandum showed, inter alla, that at the

Navel Depots in the Southern ports the shortage of
sleeping acecommodation would make it necessary to continue
the practice of granting night leave. to personnel who had
their homes in the neighbourhood.

3, The Committee on "OVERLORD" Preparations invited tha
Chiefs of Staff to examine, as & special problem, the
arrangements to be made wi%h regard to local nigxt'-laave
in the Southern ports when the riefing of 'UVERL:ORD"
formabions had taken places

zV 08
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(8igned) L.C. HOLLIS
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+ces of the War Oabin‘et,
8.W.1l.
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CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

OPERATION NEPTUNE - EVACUATION OF CASUALTIES

A E A

371440 Q8003 J178Nd

Memorandum by Supreme Commander,
Allied ﬁxpedif&onery Force

1, At their Meeting™ held on 25rd March 1944, the Chiefs
of 8taff invited the Supreme Commander, Allied E: editionary
Force, to accept the fact that one of the ten (1)(% carriers
to be made available for "OVERLORD' will not be fitted with
water ambulances, and that one (1) other may not be so fitted.

_:aouasafay

2, As no technigue has yet been developed for embarking
casualties in open anchorage without the use of water
ambulanees, hospital carriers without water ambulances will
be of little use in the early cruc;al stages of "QVERLORD",

ZV 08

3, The Bupreme Commander, therefore, while accepting the
proposals, requests the Chiefs of gtarf:

&8s To give the highest priority to fitting the
PRAGUE with water ambulances.

b, To invite the Admiralty to advise on the
technicue for hoisting in casualties from
DUKWs and small eraft into the ISLE OF JERSEY,
and to Tit the necessary hoists to enable this
4o be done.

a3onaoy 43y
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38 0L LON - HJYHD0LOHd LHDI¥AJOD

HOISS |Wd3d LNO

NOONOT

9178nd 3HL 40
~HLIM ATIVDIHJV¥DOLOHd

For the Supreme Commander:

(8igned) W,B. SMITH

TLieutenant General, U,8. Army,
Chief of 8taff

Offices of the War Onbinet, S.W.le
18T APRIL 1944.

% .0.9.(42) 98th Meeting (0), Genclusion 3(e)
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" WAR CABINET
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN OVERLORD —

MOVE OF LE GLERC DIVISION
.Note by Becretaz-z

Ed

The attached reply from SCAEF, to the Chiefs of
Staff enqu:l.ryﬂh concerning the 'implic'aationa of the move
of the equipment of the French 2nd Armoured Division,
is being taken into account by the Joint Planning gtaff
in a repart which they are preparing (in antieipation
of instructions) on the full implications of the move
of this division, :

T T TTT 71T

321440 GNO23Y¥ J178Ng -

-:80ussdfoy

2, It is proposed to plane this baper on the ef
of Staff Agenda with the Joint Planning Re:po::-t-.,m:urésnB

ready. ==
{8igned) 1.0, HOLLIS

zs/ 08 QVDQH

0ffices of the war Oabinet, 8.W.1.
18T APRIL 1944,
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Al ul:r.

Dy of a letter dated 34st Merch 1l
gupreme Comunander ) ditionary ¥

i Referemce is made to your C,0.8./473/4% on the gbove

. subject, dated 29th March 1944 requesting the Supreme
Commender's view concerning the implications of the move-
ment of the equipment of the Rrench Second Armoured Division
to the United Kingdom,

2, This Headguarters concurs that the plan for moving the
equipment of the division to the United Kingdom, which would
- delay the movement of the twenty four (24) L.S,.T's schedule
to leave the Mediterranesn nn the 8th April, 194k, is.
unacceptable, : '

321440 0¥03I3¥ 217804

TTTTTREETTETT T T

3+ The suggestion that the movement of the equipment of

the division in the 14 L.S.T's which the Supreme Commander

notes are expected to arrive in the United Kingdom about

%at% May, ‘1 s while not desirable, is accepteble provided
at: :

avd

8+ Loading does not delay their departure;

bse The L.5.T's will arrive not later than 15th May, '
194y, and preferasbly earlier.

It must be pointed out, however, that ifthere is any way
possible to speed up the movement of these L.8.T's so that
they will arrive in the United Kingdom prior to 15th May,
this should be done, It was hoped that they would be here
by 30th Aprid. If a date earlier than 15th May could be
met, the transportation of the equipment of the French 2nd
‘{;Tomed Division should not be allowed to militate against
Be

4 with reference to paragraph 3, arrangements can be
made for the L.8.T's to discharge at hards or beaches
without undue interference with the "OVERLORD" preparations.

HOONOT ‘321440 0N0I3Y
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For the Bupreme Commander:

(signed) W.B. BMITH

Lieutenant General, U.S.As
Chief of gStaff -

30 0L LON - HJVHEDOLOMd LHDI¥ALOD
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ANTI-—AIR:B:Q,F_"I' DEE'ENCEE% FOR E)‘_FEHJORD"‘MB
Yote by Secretag

The Prime Minister hag minuted as follows on a minute™
ce Chief

8 of Stafs regarding the redeployment
aircraft defenceg to-meet the requirements of the
ORD" ports, marshalling areas ang alrcrafd :

||ILTIT[II]|'II|]'”

-:aoussafay

concentrationsg, :
CHIEFS OF THE
HE STARR

By all meang dispose of the Ack-Ack defences in
the United Kingdom ag may be necessany to sustain
the "OVERL oRp" You are answerable that
reasonable, ced, security ig provided -
elsewhere, understood that the British
public will
going.

zsy 08 gV

hare of enything that ig

(Int1a.) w.s.c,
2.‘4‘.1‘“_"
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S (signea) 1.0, Horrrg
Pifices of the Wap Cabinet, :
8.We1,

2D APRIT, 19l,.
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ANII-ATFORAFT DEFENCES FOR "OVERLORD" BASES

.~ Hote by Secretary

2

I
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ak m]?{tgélx ans dispose of the Ack-Ack defences in

: _ gdom as may be necegsanry

_the "OVERLORD" ports. You are mgwmb{g_mzam
rgaaonabla, though reduced, security is provided - -
; ugﬂgeﬁil i:k 1s quite understood that the British
e } ) t’he:lr ghaz-e of wth:ns ‘tht_at.ia

Qo
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}
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B i (signed) L.c. HoLLIS
pifices of the War Cabinet, ' :
S.We 1.

2ND APFRIL, 1944.
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DY ARAY N

R LR

¥ HAUEE YRR A 7?’.
LN LN ERERAX

feneral Eisenhower has submitted %o us for approvel by

pril a comprehensive plan for increasing the anti-aireraft
es of the "OVERLORD" ports, marshalling aress and aireraft
trations in the United Kingdom by making full use of the

ces of A.D.G.B., 21 Army Group and of United States forces
s country.

je have examined the plan, as drawn up by A.D.G.B. in
tlon with Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary
and are in agreement with it. I% includes measures far
-deployment of a part of the A.A. defences to meet the
BOW" threat should this meterialise.

|1|1u||‘llll"'

301440 Q4003 J178Nd

e provision of sn adequate scale of A.A. defences for the
ORD" bases involves the withdrawal of some 360 heavy

0 light A.A. guns from other gun-defended areas and V.P.s
G.Bs; these withdrawals have been planned so that the
fong fall mainly on areas least likely to be attacked.
pgnise that in these areas the reduction in the scale of '
pfences 1s considerable, but we agree with General

pwer that this is an unavoldable war rigk, fully justified
vital need to prevent ihterference with 'f:h,e complex

pry for invading the Continent, against which we may .
the main enemy air attacks to be concentrated.

IIIL

avd

p therefore propose, subject to your approval, to
se General Eisenhower to put hie plan into effeet

zs/ 08
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I!iLl

Classification of "Ski'" Sites

65 sites are now classified as Category A; of the
remaining 31, 28 are scheduled for attack by the Tactical fip
Forces and the Eighth Air Force.

~aoudsafay

2 The state of structurzl completion of sites in Categories
b, C and D, is as follows:-

10050 esesanns L0
9% wewseven O
?95@ LR B IR I

5% seeseea

Under 50% or ap=
parently abandoned 3

B

28/ 08 QYD

attack of "Ski" Sites

3 During the period 19th March - lst April, heavy bombers
of the Bighth Air Force carried out ottacks against 12 "“ski"
sites on one day; aircraft of the Tactical Air Forces carried
out attacks on 8 days, weather conditions on other days being
unsuiteble. A statement of sites attscked and bomb tonnage
drorped ig given below, details being shown in snnex II.

NOONOT ‘301440 Q¥0J3Y
2178nd JHL 40 NOISS IW¥3d LNO

—HLIA ATIVI IHJVHD0LOHd Q3D2NA0HJ3Y

38 OL LON - HJVYDO0LOHd LHDI¥A4O0D

No.of Sites Bomb Tonnage

—_—

4btocked — Dropped

TACTICAL AIR FORCES 22 690
EIGHTH AIR FORCE 12 528

Total "Ski" sites il 1,218
attacked during period 3 :

p—————
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: Since the commencement of operations against "ski!
sites, 96 sites have been attacked and 15,936 tons of bombs
dropped.

L, At Annex I is a Graph showing the weekly effort in
terms of bomb tonnage dropped on "Ski" sites and large sites.
It will be noted that there has been a progressive decrease
in the effort against "Ski" sites which is due to un-
favourcble weather and to the diversion of medium bombers
againgt other targets. The effect of this decrease has been
partly offset by the incrcased accuracy achieved by the
Tactical Air Forces, The targets which are now outstanding,
however, are in ereas strongly defended by /.4, and bocoming
increasingly difficult to attack.

TTTTLITT o

Results of Attacks on "Ski" Sites

321440 Q¥003E J178Nd

5. (1) Results of attacks on "Ski" sites during the period
19th March - lst Lpril are as follows:-

Il Jklll

Gategory A sesvase 6
Category B sesvess 2 (2 posaibly 4)
Cavegony Gl v sl 1

13

5

avd

(ii) Cumulstive Results

11 sites, previously assessed as Category A have been
repaired and re-cssessed in lower categories. Three
of these have subsequently been attacked and made
Category 4 again, Teking these re-assessments into
account, and embodying the results of paragraph 5(4i)
above, the cumulative results to date are as
follows: -

zs/ 08

Category A eesses 65
Catogory B sesees 20
Category € Gasees 1L
Category D seeess Nil

Attack of Larpge Sites

NOONOT ‘321440 Q¥023¥
2178Nd 3IHL 40 NOISS IW43d LNO

~HLIM ATVO IHJV¥DOLOHd G32NA0N¥43H
38 0L LON - HJY¥D0LOHd LHDI¥AL0D

6, Details of attacks during the period against large
gltes are shown below:-

Attacks Bomb Tonnage
19th4MgrcE7lst ALpril Dropped

WIZERNES 2 visual 312
VINOYLCQUES 2 visunl 319
SIRACOURT 1 visual 121
WATTEN 2 blind bombing 294

2 visual 51l

1,394

© Crown Copyright
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{ Since the commencement of operations cgainst "aki"
sites, 96 sites have been attacked and 15,936 tons of bombs
dropped.

L., At Annex I is a Greph showing the weekly effort in
terms of bomb tonnage dropped on "Ski" sites and large sites,
It will be noted that there has been a progressive decrease
in the effort against "Ski" sites which is due to un-
favourzble weather and to the diversion of medium bombers
against other targets. The effect of this decrease has been
partly offset by the incrcased acecuraey achieved by the
Tactical Alr Forces, The targets which are now outstanding,
however, are in areas strongly defended by .. A, and becoming
increasingly difficult to attack, i

h- It

R

le
321440 QNO023Y 217804

Results of Attacks on "Ski" Sites

'|L||||||rlt|11]lll
ls

5. (i) Results of attacks on "Ski" sites during the period
19th March - 1st Lpril are as follows:- .

T
i
9

Cotegory A eesesss 6
Category B suseees 2 (2 possibly 4)
Category C sevesese 7
Cﬂtegory D esenens 13
No COVGI‘ sesssn e 3

-:aoussafay

v,

(ii) Cumulstive Results

11 sites, previously assessed as Category A have been
repoired and re-assessed in lower categories. Three
of these have subsequently been attacked and made
Category /A again, Teking these re-assessments into
account, and embodying the results of paragraph 5(i)
gbgve, the cumulative results to date are as

ollows: -

ziy 08

Category A «ivses 65
Cﬂtegory B sissne 20
Category C seeese 11
Category'D ssvees Nil

Attack of Large Sites

6, Detalls of attacks during the period against large
s8ités are shown below:-

NOONOT ‘321440 QYOIIY
2178nd IHL 40 NOISS IWY¥3d4 1NO

=HLIA ATTVDIH4VEDOLOHd Q3DNA0HLIY
38 OL 10N - HJVHDOLOHd LHDI1MA4OD

Attacks Bomb Tonnage
19th MarcElet Lpril Dropped

WIZERNES 2 visual 32
MIMOYECQUES 2 visual 319
SIRACOURT 1 visual 124
WATTEN E 2 blind bombing 294

2 visual 315

1,394

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB 80/82

T The sbove attacks have rosulted in the following
demage to sites:- 7

(1) WIZERNES

Direct hits on the circular emplacement snd on the
camouflaged area above the quarry. Direct hits on
the platforms cutside the tunnels, blocking the
entrances. Severe demoge to the concrete mixing
and conveyor plant. The main railway line and
sidings are blocked by craters and by the collapse
of the concrete "pipe" bridge.

(ii) MIMOYECQUES

Strike photographs show a few direct hits on the
camouflaged excavation between the tunnel entrances
and also a number of bursts near the shaft heads and
on the railway snd approaching the site from the
south-east. /4 full assessment of domage cannot be
made until further cover is received,

EERRSRLEST

301440 Q¥023¥ J178Nd

T

(iii) SIRACOURT

The only fresh demoge of any significance is coused
by one near miss to the north cnd of the eastern
structure,

avo

—:aousiafay

(iv) WATTEN
2 direcet hits have been obtained on the edge of the

rectengular building, apparently causing slight
damage to the roof,

zsy 08

8. Since operations ogoinst lorge sites commenced on the
31st Januery 194k, 3,806 tons have been dropped in 39 attacks
end the demoge is now clossified as follows:—

CATEGORY X

CATEGORY W Smore thon 3 months to repair)... 1 MARTINVAST

1% to 3 months to repair) seee.. 2 LOTTINGHEM
WIZERNES
OLATEGORY Y (2 weeks to 14 months
to ropairf senssscssenssesass Ui MIMOYECQUES
SIRACOURT
SOTTEVAST
WATTEN

CATEGORY Z (no damcge of importance) ....., Nil

‘301420 Q¥0I3¥

2178Nd 3HL 40 NOISSIW¥3d LNO

-HLIM A7WOIHAVHDOLOHd Q3JNQ0HJIY
38 OL LON - HdVHDOLOHd LHDI¥AdOD

NOGNOT

0ffices of the War Cabinet, 3.W,1,
2ND APRIL 194Y.
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1. The above attacks have resulted in the following 2
demage to sites:-

(1) WIZERNES

Direct hits on the circular emplacement and on the
camoufloged areo above the quarry.  Direct hits on
the platforms outside the tunnels, blocking the
entrances. BSevere damage to the concrete mixing
and conveyor plant. The main railway line and
sidings are blocked by craters and by the collapse
of the concrete "pipe" bridge.

(ii) MIMOYECQUES

Strike photographs show a few direct hits on the
camouflaged excavation between the tunnel entrances
‘and also a number of bursts near the shaft heads and
on the rallway oand approaching the site from the
south-cast, /A full assessment of damage cannot be
made until further cover 1ls received,

(iii) SIRACQURT

The only fresh duamoge of any significance is caousea
by one near miss to the north end of the eastern
structure,

(iv) WATTEN

2 direct hits have been obtained on the edge of the
rectangular building, apparently causing slight
amoge to the roof, ;
8. Since operations agoainst large slites commenced on the
31st January 1944, 3,806 tons have been dropped in 39 attacks
and the damoge is now classified as follows:-

CATEGORY W Emore than 3 months to reﬁeir).ﬁ. 1 MARTINVAST

CATEGORY X (1% to 3 months to repair) seeses 2 LOTTINGHEM

WIZERNES
CATEGORY Y (2 weeks to 1t months
to I'epair eI BENERENO R ERES J—‘-MIMOYEGQIIES
SIRACQURT
SOTTEVAST
WATTEN

CATEGORY Z (no damcge of importance) seeese. Nil

Offices of the War Cabinet, 3.W.1,
2ND APRIL 194l.

© Crown Copyright
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"SKI"" STTRS - ME OF ATT4OXS
FOR Onlﬂl‘.m"ll 1941,

7

TACTICAL AIR FORCES.,.,,
EIGHTH AIR TORCE...,
R,A.F, BOMBER OOMMAND....,..

[
L I ]

R R RIS

—:aoudsafay

No,of Siten Attacksd 19th March - st April 1944..........

TOTAL No. oi' Sites Attacked - 5th Deoe::;ber 1943 -
: 1st April 194k.,uvers.,. -

"SKI" STTES - CUMULATIVE DAMAGE ASSESSHENT 48 ON.1sb APRIL, 194k,

ASMIORE L n o
GATEGORY B .. s bbnes Pty SR

CLTEGORY q Mesevernvrrnrrnnisnsnas Al
96 -

28/08 avO

5.4

LARGE SITES - SUMMARY OF Am' 19th MAROH - 1st APRIL, 194,

Target Attacks Jannag Present
. Dropped ' ~ Assessment

WIZERNES : S CATEGORY X
MIMOYEGQUES ( CATEGORY ¥
‘ CATEGORY Y

CATEGORY Y

NOISS W34 LNOHLIA ATIVD INJVEDOLOHd 03INOO0NJ3N 38 0L 10N

SITES = CUMULATIVE IV AS ON lst APRT1, 1

/ Oxder of

Priorlly for 4ttack
* GATEGORY W (3 months to repair (Suspended).,., 1 = MARTINVAST %.:Im
) . . &TTH'
GATEGORY X' (1% = 3 months to repair)eiiieiseee 2 - IOTTINGHEM - 3+ MIMOYECQUES
% WIZERNES k4. SOTTEVAST
: "n : 5. SIRACOURT
CATEGORY ¥ (2 weeks - ¥ months to repair)...,. & = SIRACOURT 34, LOTTINGHEM .
g ‘ SOTTEVAST (after "Sid" sites)
! MIMOYECQUES
: WATTEN > :

GATEGORY 7 (No QaNege)s..rvyvvssisrerssnsersns =

BONB 'mOoNNAGE
"SKI" SITES:e.s...,. « 19th March - 1st April 1944
LARGE SITES.......... 19th arch = 18t April d...........

Period
"SKI" SITBS.......... 5th December 1943 < lat April 1944, ..., 15,936

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

TOP SECRET

The National Archives' reference CAB 80/82

.

"SKI"" SITES - SUMMARY OF ATTACKS
FOR PERICD 19th MARGH - lat APRIL, 194k,

v

P
TACTICAL AIR FOROES,, ..ovv.  wuwvovonssonaneshnsssiosionsss

. BIGHTH ATIR TORCE. e ey sravanssonnnsnes
R.A.F. BOMOER COMMAND. .uss ..

.
R RN T )

R N R R AT

No.of Sites Attackod 19th Manch = lst-April 394k,.........

TOTAL Ne. oi' Bites Attacked - 5th December 1943 -
: st Aprdl 194k..ivuivsye -

"SKI" SITES - CUMULATIVE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT A4S ON.18t APRIL, 194k,

CATEGORY A wevsvesrnssusnssnsesens 65
CATEGORY B sssvssnsinenvonsvosesse 20
CATBGORY © eisuisiannvunsinnssenssenes 1l
CATEGORY D sevvevevranrsrnrinasss =

L
N

LARGE SITES - SUMMARY OF ATTACKS 19th MARCH - lst APRIL, 1941,

Target Attacks Iannage Present
Dropped ~ Assessment
WIZERNES ' ' n2 CATEGORY X
MIMOYECQUES 39 ( CATEGORY Y
e CATEGORY Y
CATEGORY Y

LARGE SITES - CUMULATIVE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT AS ON 1st EHI. 1941,

4 Oxder of

Prio or Attack

"GLTEGORY W_ (3 months to repair (Suspended).... 1 - MARTINVAST 1, WIZERNES
ey 2, WATTEN

CATEGORY X (1% = 3 months to repair)eiieiensis 2 - IOTPINGHRM - 3, MIMOYECQUES
e s gl WIZERNES L. SOTTEVAST
; " : 5. SIRACOURT
GATEGORY ¥ (2 weoks - I months to repair)..... &'=- STRACOURT . 34, LOTTINGHEM .
: ‘ SOTTEVAST (after "Ski" sites)
: MINOYE :
i umm : :

cmdonz (Nodamage )i, Lt S dt e

BOMB '"ONNALGE
Period ;
"SKI" SITESuess.veuve 19%h March = 1st April 19%hes..ess.n... 1,218

LARGE SITESsee....r.. 19th Harch = 18t April 19k4e....i.... .. 1,394
o 2,612

s
——

Period

"SET" SITES.eeessess 5th .Deoemher 1943 - iut April 194k4..... 15,936
LARGE SITES.......... 318t Jamary = 1ot kprid, L4he......., 3,806

GRAND TOTAL. ... 19,742
—_—

=~
v

© Crown Copyright
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XI/A/100 | T.A.F. and EIGHTH A.F,
x/iee(a) | "

X1/4/26( ) i

xi/i/sr .

XI/A/11
XT/A/31
xI/a/26(a)
XT/A/10( D),
X1/4/83
X1/y/8
xa/a/39
XI/M73
X1/1/96
XI/4/79
XI/4/72
XI/a/59
X1/4/40
XE/1/10(a)
X1/4/88
XI/A/60. .
XI/4/66
X1/4/36
XI/h/112
X/t
XI/M/78
CROISB?TTE | xS
PETIT BOTS TILLENGOURT | X1/A/62
LE GROSEILLIER R B « /W4 P

c8/08 avo
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AGENVILLERS nﬂ}sa
ATLIY LE HAUT CLOGHER X1/4/38
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SUMMARY OF ATTACKS ON _"SKI" SITES
-_‘_"'"'"'_—_"{_
FOR PERIOD 19th MARCH ~ lst APRIL 1944

3 Total Tonnage

Scheduled for Dropped
Attack by During

Locality , Period,

CONFIRMED SITES

(1 = 5 LARGE SITES)
ZUDAUSQUES | xa0 | AP, and EIGHTH AP
L4 GLAGERIE | maeee) |
HARDIVVAST LT MOPIERTE X1//26( )
CORMETTE x/a/sr
BOIS D'ESQUERIES ; XI/a/11
GORENFLOS - b ¥/ VAT
BRISTELLERIE XI/0/26(d)
FLOTTEMANVILLE HAGUE IT XI/A/10(1)
VACQUERIETTE XI/A/83
BONNIERES X1/4/85
BOIS CARRE ! XI/A8/39
BOIS IES HUIT RUES | XI/A/13
VISQUES B 7/V.Y;
BEAUVOIR : XI/8/19
LINGHEM XI/8/72
BEHEN \ XI/A/59
LIGESOOURT 3 XI/AJ40
FLOTTEMANVILLE HAGUE I X1/0/10(a)
FORET NATIONALE IE TOURNEHEM | XI/A/88
BOIS COCQUEREL gV
IE PLOUY FERE - X1/0/66
DOMART EN PONTHIEU X1/4/36
NOTRE DAME FERME ' | xx//112

- BOIS IE LA JUSTICE b o7/ ¥y [
; MARQUENNEVILLE ‘ XI/8/78
CHOISETTE ;
PETIT BOIS TILLENCOURT
1E GROSEILLIER

-:aoussafay

c8/08 gvo
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Target No. -

BAILIY L4 CAMPAGNE
BELULIEU FERME i

BEAUMONT LE HARENG
BEAUTOT

e
BELMESNIL

BOIS IE CREQUY

BOIS D'ENFER

BOIS IE POTTIER
BOIS DE L4 COUPELLE
BOIS DE RENTY

BOIS MEGLE :

BOIS IE WARIPEL
BOIS REMPRE
BONNETOT
BRUNEHAUPTRE
CHATEAU DE BOSMELET
C00OVE '
DRIONVILLE
ECLLIES SUR BUCHY
ECLIMEUX

HAMBURES
HEUDIERE
HERGOUVILLE
HEURINGHEM
LABROYE

ONCRY 1]

X1/i/51
AL/4/91
X1/L/115

X/i/12%

X1/4/51
xa/u/m
XI/A/105
xa/a/82
XI/0/99
XT/4/5%
x/h/61
x/h/102
XI/6/14k
Xx/h/25
Xt/i/53
xa/i/21
Xr/i/2k
X1/1/45
X1/1/92

Xx/if10

X0/ /50
XI/8/101
X/a/76
XI/4/87
xB/L/Te
Xx1/1/30
X1/4/107
X1/4/20
X1/h/6k

_ X1/4/106
b /070
X1/if3e
Xi/4/22

© Crown Copyright
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BAILLY LA CAMPAGNE
BEAULIEU FERME
BEAUMONT LE HARENG
BEAUTOT

b

BELMESNIL

BOIS I CREQUY

BOIS D'ENFER

BOIS IE POTTIER
BOIS DE L4 COUPELLE
BOIS DE RENTY

BOIS MECLE

BOIS DE WARIPEL

BOIS REMPHE

BONNETOT
BRUNEHAUPTRE
: uum.u DE BOSMELET
i COCOVE
DRIONVILLE
ECLLIES SUR BUCHY
ECLIMEUX

FEBVIN PALFART
FORET D*HESDIN
FREVAL
| crap pARC
: GUESCHART -
HAMBURES
HEUDIERE
HEFBOUVILLE
HEURINGHEM
LABROYE

LA IONGEVILLE

© Crown Copyright

X1/4/351
A/h/9L
XI/h/415
XT/i/12k
X1/4/51
X/a/T1
XI/4/105
x/1/82
Xt/i/99
XI/h/5k
x/u/67
XL/h/102
Xa/a/11
X3/k/25
X/i/53
x/i/21
Im/ 2L,
X1/1/k5
X1/1/92

“X1/L/70

X/a/50
XI/5/101
X0/i/16
X1/4/87
XO/L/Te
X1/4/30
XT/i/107
X1/4/20
XI/A/6

x1/4/106

X/i/h2
X/af32
x1/i/22
XI/6/117
X1/1/26(b)
X1/4/95
x/n/75
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CONFIRMED SITES

- Locality Target No.

LE NIEFPE

LE MESNIL ALLARD
LES HAYONS

LES PETITS MORAUX
LIVOSSART
LONGUEMONT
LOSTRBARNE
MAISON PONTHIEU I

-:aouaiafay

"

c8/08 avo

MATSON PONTHIEU III
MESNIL AU VAL
MONTORGUEIL -
MOYENNEVILLE

PREUSEVILIE

PUCHERVIN

Qwommx

. ST, ADRIEN

ST, AGATHE D'ALIEREMENT
ST. JOSSE AU BOIS

ST, PIERRE IES JONQUIERES
VACQUERIE LE BOUCQ
MATSONCELLE '
RUISSEAUVILIE
BOUTLLANCOURT

6 O W p B B b P s B P B kP B>
HOISS IM¥3d LNOHLIA ATIVD INVUDOLOHd 032NCONLIN 38 OL 105 - LHD 18MA40D

' Estimted number of tons dropped 19th March = 1st April, 194k eee.svessssasscness 1218
Estinated nunber of tons dropped 5th December 19A3 = 1st April, 194hs.c.seeesss+.15,936
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WAR CABINET

CHIEFS OF STAVF COMMITTEE

S.0+E, OPERATIONS IN BULGARIA

Qopy of letter [EQ%BE(1BQG! dated 1st April 12%&
om the Forelgn O0ffice to the Secrciary, Ts

of staff Committee

X X X

You will already have seen Angora telegram No;h29+
about the interruption of communications between Turkey
and Bulgaria.

2, Action on the lince which Hugessen hopes for would,
of course, serve both our Bulgarian and Turkish policy.

It would not merely help to bring asbout cheos in Bulgaria,
which is exactly what we want, but apart from the stoppage
of ohrome deliveries to Germany, it would mean a complete
disruption of Turco-German trade,
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3. We appreciate, however, the difficulties which

stand in the way of the realisation of any such proposal.
Developments in the Balkans have put Bulgaria down to No.3
among bombing targets in the Balkans. We have discussed
with 8.0.E. the guestion of an operation against the Ardar
and Maritsa bridges. Buch an operation both in our
opinion and that of S.0.E. 18 not a practical proposition.
It would require a very long time to orgenise, 1ts success
would be doubtful and it would nearly certai compromise
8.0.E. Moreover, even if it succeeded, its value would
not be very great, because the bridges could be speedily
repaired, and so iong as the sea route to Burgas and Varna
is open, an alternative route for supplies from Turkey

to Germany is open.
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The ‘only poscibility of doing anything effective on
e lines suggested by Hugessen is to develop the guerilla
pvement in Bulgaria as well as inerease 8.0.E.

tivities there. For this purpose an increase in the
greraft avallable for S.0.B. work in the Balkans would

E NeCEesSsary. We have asked you before now for such an
crease for operations in other countries, but we have
lways come up against the refusal of the: imerican Chiefs

> Staffs We feel, however, that we are in duty bound

b make yet another appeal for a renewed approach to the
pericans on this occasion. There is this point to be :
prne in mind. By increasing our effort in this direction,
p should, besides helping to interfere with an important
purce of German supplies cspecially chrome, further
crease the difficulties of the Bulgarian Government at a
ment when their position is extremely shaky. - If air-
aft were made available for work in Bulgaria, we would

A our side do everything to assist 8.0.E. to make the

28t use of the supplies thus put at their disposal. We
uld, for instance, be prepared to allow them as far as
pesible to use Turkey as a base from which to infiltrate
lelr personnel over the Bulgarian border and generally to

ve them a wider latitude than they have hitherto enjoyed
A Turkeye.

I am sending a copﬁ of this letter to "C.D.".

(signed) 0.@. SARGENT-

fices of the War Cabinet, S.W.1.
3RD APRIL 1944
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' | LS
; ANNEX

» Copy of a telegram (No.429) dated 25th March 1944,
from Angora to.tha Foreign Office

Personal'for Secretary of States.

b Although the remark made from Ministry of Foreign
fa

irs recorded in paragraph 10 of my telegram No.L419 is not
irepeat not) to be regarded as official, it certainly
ndicates the redl solution to the chrome question. More=
over the probability that the Germans will seize control in
Roumanla and Bulgaria as they

have done in Hungary seems
good reason for intensifying attacks on the Bulgarian
rail:ay system and for destruction of bridges on the Turkish
frontiers

I am only sorry that @ must still be cautious about

these bridges to the extent of advising that attacks on them

hould not be carried out by, or be troceable to, our
organisations in Turkey.

‘It is important at this time not
0 give the Minister for Foreign Affairs the opportunity to
:trangthan hig position by claiming that we are trying to
embroll Turkey with Germanys I have reluctantly had to
advlise against certain proposed 8,0.E. activities against
Axis shipping at Istanbul

Constantinople) on this ground
and the same principle applies to attacks on bridges from
rurkey.

Short of this I hope that everything possible will
pe done to disrupt the latter's railway connexion and to

destroy bridges. The last sentence of your telegram No.220
/as not encouraging and I trust that it may be possible to
ensure effective action with the minimum delay. If sabot-

ge 1s difficult I hope that high priority can be given to
bombing and that attention will also be given to Burgas,

/Grp. undec: ? My United States colleague
‘requently urged the destruction of communications during
he past year, tells me that he has just sent a further

elegram to Washington urging that this 1s the real solution
pf' the chrome question,

who has
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WAR CABINET
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

ggg%gﬁ PARTICIPATION IN "QVERLORD"

b 4 b 4

Copy of letter (A/c/15) dated 3rd April, 1944 from the
oreign e to ecretar Chile (o) a Comm -]

-:@ouasafay

c8/08 avO

We understand that the Chiefs of Staff will very shortly
consider a paper, J.P. (44)92 (Final), dealing with the propo
to bring back the Leclerc Division to the United Kingdom with
a view to its participating in "Overlord". While we are not
concerned with the details of the method by which the transpon
of this Division might be effected, neverthaless we think |
that the Chiefs of Staff, when taking this J.P. paper, may
care to have the views of the Foreign Office on the
participation of a French division in the liberation of France.
We consider that it is politically most important that at
least one French division should participate in "Overlora"
and that it should be engaged at as early a date as possible.

2. The French Committee of National Liberation are
particularly anxious to let it be known that an appreciable
French force is teking an active part in the operations which,
it is hoped, will result in the liberation of France. The
ussurance of such active participation will be of the greatest
assistance in all our dealings with the French Committee of
National Liberation, both now and in the future.

3. This consideration has perhaps greater force, since 1t
appears likely that there will be no other operation, at

any rate until some time after "Overlord" has been launched,
in which Prenech forces,apart from comparatively small units,

could participate.

4, Moreover, on the Prime Minister's instructions, Mr. Duff
Cooper has informed General de Gaulle privately that the

Prime Minister himself is much in favour of the Leolerc Division g
fighting with us in the main battle. (Foreign Office telegrem . §
%o Algiers No. 256 of 10th March, 1944). : ﬁﬁ o

6. Finally, we believe that the effect on the Prench people ™
of ah announcement in the early stages of the battle that
French troops had lsnded in force would be electric. We have
no doubt that the knowledge that French troops were fighting
in France alongside British and American troops would both
stimulate local resistance to the enemy and enormously increase
the degree of help and co-operation which we might expect to
obtain ‘from the French in the theatre of operations and in
liberated territory - or at the very least increase their
reluctance to assist the enemy. ®

sl

NOISS IWN3d LNOHLIA ATTVD INJVEDOLOHA QIIN00N4IY 38 0L LON - Mﬂl-l&dﬁﬂ

z

Bl 5 |

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB 80/82

6. While it might be possible to make the French
understand, that for o rational-raaaona,_the

Leclerc Armoured Division could not be put ashore in
the first assault, I think 1t would be more difficult to
convince fhem of the §mpossidility of putting this
Diviesion into the battle until an appreciable time after
several other armoured divisions h been landed; still
more would the non-use of the Leclepo Division in
"Overlord" prove a bitter disappointment to the Prench.
This disappointment would have far-reaching political
and psychological effects both during Operation "Qverlora"
and afterwards,

7+« We therefore hope it may be possible for the
Chiefe of Staff to recommend that this Division should
be brought back to this country in time to participste
in the early stages of "Overlord",

0L 10N - LHDIMALOD
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BOMBING. OF ROME AND VATICAN PROPERTY

Co of letter dated 3rd é_'gr:l.l, lgllﬂ
-from tE& Fore % Office to the Secretary,
efs of Staff Committee

c8/08 avo

G32na0Nd43N 38

You will have seen Osborne's telegram No. 199 of 26th
March from the Vatican giving the text of a statement by the
German High Command, published in the "Messagero", claiming
that German troops have been withdrawn from Rome and that no
military traffic of any kind passcs through or within the

clity. .

¥ The publication of this statement coincides with what is
clearly a concerted Roman Catholic appeal to the Allies,
inspired by the Vatican, to avoid damage to Rome. In the

last weok or so we have had appeals addressed to the Prime
Minister and to the Secretary of State from Roman Catholic
Archbishops in the leading South American States; the
Apostolic Delegate has handed in a memorandum to the Foreign
Office containing an urgent appeal from the Cardinal Secretary,
of State that the belligorents should prevent destruction to
Rome; the Spanish Charge d'Affaires has, on the instructions
of his Govermment, said that the latter are willing to submit
to the German Government any reasonable conditions which the
Allies way put forward, with the object of avolding damage

to or the destruction of Rome: the Roman Catholic Archbishope
of Australia are reportcd to have made a demarche on the
subjeot, and finally Mr. de Valera has sent an appeal to the

Prime Ministar.
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The Gorman statement, contained in Osborno's tele ’
which from a propaganda view wo cannot loavo unanswored, and
these various appoals from Romen Catholic sources, have led
us to consider once again tho question of the possible
demilitarisation of Rome, ‘'and my Socrotary of 3tate would be
grateful 1f tho Chiefs of Staff would cxamino the question
anow and 1ot us have their viows as a mattor of urgenoy.-

It seoms to us that we can either (a) state publicly
that for military roasons, which might be elaborated, we
must reserve all our rights as a belligeront and cannot
consider any proposals for trcating Rome as an open city; or,
alternatively, ibi offer to accopt Rome as an open city
subject to conditions on tho lines which we considered last
year, when the Italian Govermment wished to declare Rome an
open city. You will remember that the Amoricans suggested
certain conditions sot out in J.8.M. 118 of 2nd August, 1943,
while very similar suggestions were sot out in my Seecrcta
of State's telogram to tho Primo Minister (Concreto No., 221 of
15th August), further relovant tclograms are FMD 24 of 18th
Septomber, FMD 36 of 29th Soptember, (tolegrams from Field-
Marshal Dill to the Chiefs of.8taff), and JGM 1218 and
1223 af 30th September and 1lst Octobeor. |

In asking the Chiefs of 8taff to examine these two
alternative courses of action, my Sccrotary of State would
like to emphasize that in his view the political considerations
for adopting alternative (b) are considerably strohger than
they were last year. If vio continue to bomb Rome and if
the Germans then make use of the city to an extent which will
‘force us to attack them thore whon our forcos draw ncarer Bo

Rome, any resultant damage is likely to be ascribed not only by

Italian opinion but by opinion all over the world to intransi-
geance on our part, and 1s likely to result in a blot on our
good name for some time to ‘come.

\

- In tho above conncxion the Chiefs of Staff will have
noticed a number of recent telegrams from Osborne, which have
been confirmed ‘from other reputable sources, that considerable
resentment is boing caused all over German~occupied Italy
by our strategic bombing operations;  that Anglo-American
presilige is rapidly sinking as a result; that feeling in
occupliod Italy is becoming sympathotic to the Germans, and
that Russian prestige is gaining at our 6XPonse . :

Porhaps the Chiefs of Staff could welight the military
importance and value of the present bombing of ao-_-oalled.
military ¢ 8 throughout Tialy as nggxinat thfa

political moral effocts which this bombing

undoubtedly producing on the' Italian population and on
world public opinion, in addition to the actual damoge it is
doing to buildinge and works of arte. May the remedy not
lie in a more careful choice of militapy targets and in a
greater use of oxpert precision bombing? Again, it is
poesible that with ovents moving as thng are in the Balkans,
greater militapy results m:lght perhaps be mroduced by
diverting part of this bombing effort from Italian to
Balkan targets?

[ ] u n
(8igned) 0.G. SARGENT

Offices of thoe War Cabinet,
B.Wul'l.'

UTH APRIL, 19U4L.
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The Gorman statemont, contalned in Osborne's telogram,
which from a propaganda vView wo cannot loavo u.nansworas. and
those various appoals from Romen Catholic sources, have led
us to consider once again tho quostion of tho possible
demilitarisation of Rome, 'and my Socrotary of 3tate would be
grateful if tho Chiefs of Staff would oxamino the question
anow and lot us have their views as a mattor of urgencye. -

It seoms to us that we can either (a) state publiecly.
that for military roasons, which might be elaborated, we
nust reserve all our rights as a belligerent and cannot
consider any proposals for troating Rome as an open city; or,
altermtively,-_ibi offer to accopt Rome as an open city
subject to conditions on tho lines which we considered last
year, when tho Italian Government wished to declare Rome an
open city. You will remomber that the Amoricans suggested
certain conditions sot out in J.8.M. 118 of 2nd Ausus%, 1943,
while very similar suggestions were sot out in my Secrota
of State's telogram to tho Prime Minister (Concreto No. 221 of
15th August;bfurthor rolovant tologroms are FMD 24 of 18th
Septomber, FMD 36 of 29th Soptember, (teclegrams from Pield-
sarshel Dill to the Chiefs of. starrg, and J9¥ 1218 and
1223 af 30th September and 1st October. !

In asking the Chiefs of Staff to examine thesce two
alternative courses of action, my Seerotary of State would
like to emphasize that in his view the political considerations
for adopting alternative (b) are considerably stronger than
they were last year., If we continue to bomb Rome and if
the Germana then make use of the city to an extent which will
‘force ua to attack them thore whon our forcos draw ncarer %o
Rome, any resultant damage 1s likely to be aseribed not only by
Italian opinion but by opinion all over the world to intransi-
goance on our part, and is likely to result in a blot on our
good name for some time to ‘come. :

L% L] Y
In the above conncxion the Chiefs of Staff will have
noticed a number of recent telegrams from Osborne, which have
bean confirmed ‘from other reputable sourcos, that considerable
resentmoent ie beoing caused all over Gerran-occupicd Italy
by our strategic bombing operations; that Anglo-American
rrestige 1s repidly sinking as a result; that feeling in
occuplod Italy 1s becoming sympathotic to the Germans, and
that Russian prestige is gaining at our 6XPeNse. -

Porhaps the Chiefs of Staff could weight the military
importance and value of the presont bombing of so-called
military %, ts throughout Tialy as agailnst tl?
political moral effects which this bombing is
undoubtedly producing on the Italian population and on
world public o on, in addition to the actual damage it is
doing to build and works of art. the remedy not
lie in a more careful choice of militapy targets and in a
greater use of oxpert precision bombin Again, it is ‘
possiblo that with ovents moving as théy ove in the Balkans,
greater militapy results Ljht Teaimge b woduced by
diverting part of this bombing offort from Italian to
Balkan targets? - !
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(8igned) 0.G. SARGENT

Offices of the War Gabinet,
B,W.l--.r

LTH APRIL, 194L.
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Estimated Estimated Estimated
punber which refitting  long term
are which might repair
gservicesble return in ikely
~ on 10th April. later comvoy. to be -
. ; ready for
over a
month.

British L.B.T.
Greek L,But ;S” 2 grat

UoB! LIB.TO
Total L.B.‘!-(z) . h e
British L.8.T.(1)
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In the ocourse of the meeting w:lt‘n General Bi enhower‘
at which General Eisenhower's proposal® that a fuPther 26 L.B.T. i

f g.g.s. ihh}ssth ge):tins (0)

“1-.
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i ( thdrawn from the Mediterranean and arrive U,K,
1 was discussed, the following pointe were made -

%) _ General Bedell Smith stated that if 1l L.8.T.
could be made available in time for the "OVERLORD" Assault
the " 'OVERLORD' position would be comfortsble.!

(11) The First Sea Lord explained that 19 L.8.T. each
carrying 1 L,C.T. could be withdrawn from the Mcditerranean
petween the last week in April and the middle of May
without affecting An:io maintensnce and without reducing
the 11ft in the Mediterranean to less than one division,

Ce0.84

Us8e efs of Staff

After consideration of the British proposals the U.S.
Chiefs recommended* that General BEisenhower's requirements
should be met both as regards numbers and dates, i.e.

26 L.8.T. to arrive by 30th April except 12 which should
arrive by 15th May., They later modified this view to “we
request that the difference in Supreme Commander Allicd
Expeditionary Forece, recommendetion of 26 L,S.T, cnd the
British Chiefs of Staff recommendation of 19 L.3.T. be
adjusted"s yith regard to date they noted that "the
British Chiefs of gtaff would ask the Allied Commander in
Chief, Mediterrancan to determine whether landing crafi
ean be released earlier than the dates specified in our

proposal.” It is assumed that "our" was a mistake for
Iitheirﬂ.

30 gcﬂon teken

General Wilson was raqu.ested" to teke into sonsideration
in his remarks on the proposed General change in Strategy
in the Mediterranean, the U,8. Chlefs proposal to withdraw
amonget other landing ships and craft 26 L.S.T. of which all
except 12 were to arrive by 30th April and the remaining
12 by 15th May. -No reply has yet been received.

b, Ac E on Re g\lil'e d

(1) To find out the effect on the Mediterranean of the
vithdrawal of the full 26 L.S.T. In this comnection it is of
interest that during the last week the daily Anzio target
of 4,000 tons per day has been reached by discharge from
M. T, ships alone on most days. :

héii) To decide on the actual number of 1,8,T. to be

¥ithdrawn from the Mediterranean. At present this lies

between the British Chiefs of Staff proposal of 19 I.8.T,
19 L.0,T, or the equivalent of -22 L.S.T. and the

These views were sent to J,8.M. Washington in
oy 12280 s
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U.8, Ohiefs of Btaff proposal that 26 L.8.T. and NO L.C.T. .,
should return.

+ JeS.M, 1593
# COSMED 73
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(111) To Aecide on la programme f
the L.8.Ts whioh have to omf At gfve:g:tr:;:r na
British Chiefs of 8taff propose thet 14 1,8,7, should
““v:ﬂ._ -19&. May and General Eisenhower is satisfied
o4 mpi'm R o'g:s. Ohiefs of Btaff would lite-th.u

5  Euggested jotion

With regard to U(1), Simee no Soike Bk vai
received ‘from Go‘nara]_(wl i e / hae been
should be sent which ms%?a"i‘e’.&-?‘ﬁﬂ““ b Ak i

i d so as to obt
mae information than that requested 1: i
“ :

With regard to b (11), T suggest tn
::ggneg might oouIL(m?simuuons S Bitoes e
s iy : .

I attach a proposed draft signal! 1In order to
avoid delay I think this should be r
i 8 SEton epeated to

With regard to 4 (111 When ¢ '
Mediterranean of the wEthdx)'.awal of the g ;t <

known it will be necessary for the Chiefs of starf

to oonsult General Eisenh
L.8,T are to come, ower and agree how many

6. " Gonvoya fron §ho Medjterrancen
In case it may be of use
of the convoys 1ikely to be 1*'1“:)1:23' Ee;ow a list

Date of lsaving Bizepta Mi.f_gfi gm:,
! ‘ . n o
+h April 24th M
17th April Lth n:;
'th April 14th May
2lth May

I
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(Iutldo ) A+B.C,

of the War Qabinet,
s.w. 1. ‘
3 Amo‘ 1944
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COSMEDs s avos s

Pollowing for General Wilson from Oﬁtefa of gtaff,
Reference GOSMED 73.

Proposals for the return of 1,8.T, for ﬂomm!in"
are that a maximum of 26 L.8,T. and NO L.C.T, or a .
minimum of 49 I.;B,T. earrying a total of 19 1,0,T, should
return to U,K. a8 early as p'g'asiblé. - It is essential
that at least 14 L.8.7, should arrive U.K, by 15th May
and_:t i1s deasirsble that as many as possible of the

BT IT TV
s

221440 Q40038 J178Nd

g

|
9

total number coming would errive by 4th May (Mxs 46)

the ;-emimr arriving by 15th May,
2,.

avo,

~:a0ussafay

' Request your early remarks on the effect on

present Mediterranean operations of the Proposala in
1 ebove, ;

3

Request you. will sugcest Programme for the return
of up to 26 LeS,T. 3

zs/ 08

You should indicate if possible but without
delaying your reply;:-

(a) How many will be British and how many U,8.,
(b) If any have not been refitted,

NOONOT ‘3D1440 GNOO3Y
217804 3HL 30 NOISS IM¥3d LNO
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38 OL 10W - HJVED0LOHd LHDINALOD

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB 80/82

ks DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIQ MAJESTY'S GOYERNMENT

The ciroulation of this paper has been striotly limited. ~
I,_'11: is issued for the personal use of
SECRET.

¥ ¢ v o CBEH

car
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OPERATIONS IN BURMA
EMPLOYMENT OF CHINESE FORCES
beforence: Qs0.8. & 05th Meeti 7 ‘0), Minute 5)
Note by Secretary

321440 080238 J174Nd

T R RRRERARE

The attached copy of a massage" which the President
bnt to General Chiang Kai-Shek on about 20th March, on
e subjeot of the participation of the Yunnan Force in ~
he battle in Burma, is circulated for information.

av

(signed) L.C. HOLLIS

fices of the War Gabinet, 3
4TH APRIL, 194k o
u ANNEX.

zV 08

g &

‘ ANNEX
MBSSAGR FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE GENERALISSIMO

The situation-in northern Burma has reached a very
itical stage, one which I think can be capitalized to
great advantage or, if we fail to take advamtage of
8 opportunities, might result to our serious disadvantage.

‘321440 0¥0J3¥
HOISS 134 LNO
0LONd 0IINA0NJLIY
LHD 14A40D
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2178nd 3INL 40
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Your Chinese Oorps on the Ledo Road has administered
severe setback to the Japansse with heavy losses to the
Nemy in men and also in ground and prestige. It is a
pgnificient outfit. General Stilwell was able tb employ
he U.3, regiment to considerable advantage and altogether
he heavy reverse administered to the crack 18th Japanese
ivision remresents an important victory.

38 oL 1oW

~HLIA ATWIIHIVED

» Couplied with this the British forces on the Arakan
088t have administered heavy losses to the Japanese troops
hich endeavoured to cut the British communications.
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Probably what is the most important of all, highly
Bri tish Long Range Penctration Groups transported
organized American Alr Force and with
‘have bsen establighed rather firmly
“Kawdaw, approximately 160 miles in the
Japanese lines, have been generously supplied,
¢ transport, anti-aircraft, radar detection equipment,
i fighter and bomber air units. These last on one day .
troyed on the ground approximately 20 per cent. of the
ranose aireraft in an., The location of this unit .
ovides an immediate _very serious threat to the
hanose supply lines leading up to the 18th Divisgion,
fronting your troops on tho Lodo Road, and the line
brlying the Japanese Division facing your Yunnan troops.

quite evidently without any knowledge of this serious

eat to their communications the Japanese have become
wlved in an advance threatening Imphal and the base
munications for the Hump traffic. Berious as this

heat might ordinarily be, under present conditions it

1 be developed into a ca¥astrophe for the Japanese.

eral Stilwell roports that the Chinese Ledo Corps is.now
Jembu Bum and in a few days should be near Shadupupe.
reports that your men are full of fight and have carried
mselves splendidly during the most difficult operations
the past three weeks. He feels that if your Yunnan

hoo would advance into Tengchung and possibly to
ngling there 1s & good chance for the Ledo Corps to

However, I doubt if General Stilwell, deep in the
nwle and heavily preoccupied with the ﬂghtm there,.
lly realizes the extent of the opportunity ch is now
: 1 am told here that unless some

I'ILHI[IHL}HUH
301440 Q¥023 J178Nnd

avd,

-:poussafay

28/ 08

_It is probable that such en effort of
] y: : will be made by withdrawing a rcgiment from
s 56%h Division facing your Yunnan troops since the
cxpected appearance of the strong force near Kawdaw will

e from moving any units of the raaem

ulve the Japanese in a most serious
o necessity of considerable withdrawals, to our great

vantage, However, if no aggressive action is taken
our troops, the enemy will certainly recover from his

eisent disadvantage.

I am'oomm:.oat&ns my views to you at length and in

nsiderable detail in the hope that you will give orders
Yunnan force to co-operate in

veloping what a.ppazra to be & great opportunity. I
nd you my very warm regards.
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2178Nd 3L 40 NOISS IMN3d LNO

=HLIA ATWIIHJVEDOLONd Q3INAONLIN
38 0L 10N - HJVYDOLONd LHDI¥ALO0D

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB 80/82

rd18 DOCUMENT IS THE PROPER"!Y OF HIS BRITANNIO MAJESTY'S GOYERNMENT

m——

The circuldtion of this pa.pex; has beez strictly limited. ;
-roPn is issued for the personal use of....7 .E 4

Il .l

WAR CABINET
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

PTRETTETTT]

le
301440 CHO23¥ J17ANd

T

9

Note by Secretary

At their Meeting™ held on 21st March, the Chiefs of

itaff considered a memorandumt by Supreme Headquarters Allied
pxpeditionary Force on the above subjeet, and at a later =~
ceting® approved the attached Minute# for submission to the
prime Minis ter, ‘

b,  The Prime Minister directed that the question should
be referred to the War Cabinet and at their Meeting held on
jonday, 3rd April, it wes decided that the matter should be
further gonsidered at a Meeting of the Defence Commlttee
Operations)e i vall st

avd

zs/ 08

b, This paper is therefore cireulated in connection with
b Meeting of that Committee to be held on Wednesday, :ﬁ'Apri

(Bigned) L.C. HOLLIS

pffices of the War Cabinet,
8.W.1.

5TH APRIL, 1944
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The attached study® by the Alr Comnender-in-Chicf is
transmitted for consideration by the British Chiefs of Staff,

The Supreme Commender considers the question raised to be a
most urgent one.

-:90ussafay
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l0th Merch 194l
Allied Zxpeditionary

The au.lprama Allied Commander
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- You may remember thet in my letter ABAF/MS.689 of the 3lst
ary I stressed the point that if we are to obtain the meximum
5 ct rroﬂ: our air operctions in proparing for end carrying out
matai GG RPN (o "t AR Dot PL N one omsticae Yo be
risk o cting casualties on the civil
Populations of the countries concerned, ;

2, It is becoming a motter of inerezsing urgency that w

3 e
ghould obtain clearance for attacks on lnfhe 531135” targets in
wccupiea. Territory specified in our Outline Bombing Plan, since
Je are now reaching the stoge where lack of such ongearance may
1°°Pard._:Lse our chonces of completing the preparatory offensive
i sufficient time to leave our bomber forces free to meet the

- 1-.-
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¢ commitments with which they will be fuced on ond around
' DoYs ; i

The present situction regording clearance of these targets
got out et Agpend.ix W N, from which it will be seen that out
o total of 78 targets, only 28 have so for becn completely
bored for deay attack by medium cnd 1light bombers, 8 for attack
dey and night, ond 4 for ‘day attack by both mediwm and heavy
ners.,  This leaves 70 targets which have been cleared only
tially or not at all; these are listed at wppendix "A,

[s

[z

To enoble us to toke full adventage of every opportunity
attecking these targets sfforded by weather limitations and
h other commitments, and to give us the widest possible
hection of alternative objectives, it is moat importent that
e whole of the targets listed at Appendix "B" should be given
onditioncl clearance without delay. 4

(sigied) T. LEIGH-MALLORY,

TTITLTTTITTY

TTT
%; b s
321440 0H0O3N 217804

TTT
I

Air Chief licrshol
Alr Commander-in-Chief

ALLLIED EXPEDITIONARY ATR FORCE

avd

APPENDIX "a"

PRESENT STATE OF CLEAR/ANCE OF RAILWAY TARGETS

T

Medium & i i
Tight Heavies Hecavics ‘REMARKS
Q__EY ; _T i NIGHT

ALERSCHOT ‘ Ruling awaited
AMIENS/LONGEAD : Yes

ANTWERE/DAM Ruling awaited
ARRAS No ; :
AUDUN LE ROMAN ; Ruling awaited
AULNOYE

BELFORT . Ruling awaited
BERTRIX *  Ruling awzited
BETHUNE No
BLAINVILLE (nr. NANCY) Yes
BOULOGNE-SUR-MER No
BRUSSELS/MIDI Ruling awaited
BRUSSELS/SCHAERBECK Yes

BUSIGNY :

‘321440 QUOIIY

217804 IHL 40 NOISSIM¥3I4 LNO
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A
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Ruling awaited
No
; No
CHALONS-SUR=MARNE Yes
GPU;RLEROI/MONGW Part
CHARLEROI/MONTIGNIES Yes
CHARLEROI/ST MARTIN : awaited
CHAUMONT ewaited
COLMAR ' o awaited

© Crown Copyright
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APPENDIX A" (cont). : 5.

TARGET

DNFLANS JLRNY
DURTRAT
REIL

ONT CHALINDREY
DUAL }
PINAL ~
(ENT /15 IRELBEKE
INE ST, PILRRE
LSSELT

SON
IDLLE

D6T/KINIEIR0I8
GE/BRESSOUX
LGL/OUGCREE
LLG/PIVES :
LL3/Lii DELIVRANOE
NGWY
UV:IN
LS
LLUIBCURG

INES
ZES/G.:Lssmotm

Ho
NS

AD

LHOUSS/NORD :

j ggggﬂtﬁnnemgon
L UR/RONET

1y :

IGNIES
RIS/B.TIGNOLLES
RIS/L4 CHAPELLE
i %ﬁénosr L SEC

LN/SOTTEVILLE
RRLGUEHINGS

idh,

GHISLAIN

R..SBOURG,/H.,USBL
RN /H.\USBLRGEN

R3S
SNCIZNWES
LINZUVE 8T, GRORGES

N,
S_)éT-PImRE DIB ORES
PETS -

"~ Ruling awaited
Part Part Part
Part Part Part

Ruling awaited
No

- Ruling awaited
Yes

Yes
Part
Yes

No
Part
Ko
Yes
Yes
No-
Yes
Ruling awaited
Yes
Yes
Ruling awaited
Part
Ruling awaited

Ruling awaited
Yes

Ruling awaited
Ruling awaited

Ruling awaited

Ruling awaited

Ruling awaited

Ruling awaited

IIIILIII|IIII‘III|III
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APEEIDIX "A" (cont). 1

: M ‘& ‘ ;:

S e '@_“‘ﬁ“ o e
CONFLANS JiiRNY ¥
COURTRAL Part Part Part
CREIL Part Part Part
CULKONT CHALINDREY 7 Ruling awaited
DOUAIL . : .
EPINAL ~ Ruling awaited
GHENT/IEIRELECIE ; i
HAINE 8T. PIZRRE
HABEELT
HIRSON ;
JENDLLE : : awaited
JUVISY ¢
L/ON:
LE BOURG:ET
LE HANS
LENS
LIDGE/KIN3iiP0I8
LISGE/BRESSOUX .
LILGE/OUGRER awaited
LILLL/FIVLS ;
LILL3/Li DELIVRANCE
LOWGWY awaited
LOUV.."-IN
LUIES ’ awaited
LUIBCURG awalted
MALINTS
MANTES/GASSICOURT
HETZ \
MOHON
MONS
MOLTZEN
MULHOUSE/NORD ‘
MULHOUBE/MAIN STATION avaited
MULHOUSE/ILL NAPOLEON awaited
NALUR/RONET
NANCY
OTTIGNIES
P;RIS/BATIGNOLLES
PARIS/Li CHAPRELLE
PARIS/NOSY L SEC
RHEIMS
ROUEN/SOTTEVILLE
SARREGUEMINGS ;
SOMAIN Ruling awaited
ST. GHISLAIN £
STR..SBOURG/H.\USBIRGEN
TZRGNIER
THIONVI ; '
TQURCOING Ruling awaited
TOUR.N»I N
TOURS/BT. PICRRE DB OORES |
TRAPPES ‘
TROYDS
VAIRHB R
VaLINCIZNNES Ruling awailted
VILLINEUVE ST.GEORGZS

ls

Ruling awaited

B e
301440 QN3 J18Ad
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AERSCHOT
AﬂT‘IRE/D&H

LRRAB :
LUDUN LE ROM:/N
BELFORT -

BOULOGNE-SUR~-MER
BRUSSELS/MIDI
BRUSSELS/8CHAERBECK

- BUSIGNY

CALAIS

CAMBRAI
CHALONS-SUR-MARNE
CH/RLEROI/MONCEAU
CHARLEROIL/MONT IGNIES
CHARLEROI/ST, MARTIN
CHAUMONT

COLMAR

CONFLANS JARNY
COURTRAI :

CREIL i
CULMONT CHALINDREY
DOUAI

EPINAL .
GHENT/MEIRELBEKE
HAINE ST PIERRE

* LPPENDIX

llBll

LIEGE/BRESSOUX -
LIEGE/OUGREE
LILLE/FIVES
LILLE/LA DELIVRANCE
LONGWY

LOUVAIN

LUMES
LUXEMBOURG
MALINES
MANTES/GASS ICOURT
MET

MOHEN _ ~

MONS ¥
MULHOUSE,/NORD
MULHOUSE/MAIN STATION
MULHOUSE/ILE NAPOLEON
N/MUR/RONET

NANCY
PARIS/BATIGNOLLES
PARIS/Li CHAPELLE
PARIS/NOSY LE SEC
RHEIMS _
ROUEN/SOTTEVILLE
SARREGUEMINES

SOMAIN

ST GHISLAIN

TERGNIER

THIONVILLE

TOURCOING

TOURNAI -

TQURS/ST PIERRE DES CORPS
TROYES
VAIRES
VALENCIENNES -
VILLENEUVE ST GEORGES

s
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4NN EX IT
Copy of a Minute dated 30th March, 1944 from
Liout.-General Sir Hastings L. Ismay to the Prime Minister

" General Eisenhower hoe put forward to the Chiefs of Staff
a request by the .iir Commender-in-Chief, Allied Expeditionsry
Force, that permission be given for ecertain railway targets
in Otoupled Territory to be attacked by day or night without

any operational restrictions} as part of the OVERLORD bombing
Plan.

2. The plan involves httacks on approximately 74 railway

' eentres in France and Belgium. The Ministry of Home Security
have estimated that unless evacuation reduced the number
of civilian population living near the targets, between

80,000 and 160,000 casualties might be caused by the bombing,
of which a quarter would be killed.

84 The plan has now been aéreed to by the Supreme Allied
Commander and the Chief of the Alr Staff, anc the latter
hes submitted a minute to you on the subject,

4, The Chiefs of 8taff consider it esseantial to the success
of the plan that permission to bomb the railway targets should
be given as soon as possible, subject to the proviso that

measures are taken to reduce to a minimum the risk of
casualties to the ¢ivilian population, so far as this is
practicable, without prejudicing the success of the operations.

‘Bs  The Chiefs of 8taff request your approval for these

railway targets to be attacked, subject to the proviso in
paragraph 4 above,

8. The Chiefs of Staff consider that the civilian populations
in France and the Low Countries, and particularly the railway .
operating personnel, must be warned that important railway
centres in their.countries may at any time be subjected to
heavy air bombardment, and advised to evacuate the vicinity

of such centres. They consider that the effect of this
Ppreparatory warning will be not only to reduce casualties,

but also to increase the difficulties of operating the

railways caused by the bombing. They therefore recommend

that the Political Warfare Executive should urgentiy prepare
the terms of such a warning and, if you approve, issue it

a8 soon as pogsiblea.

i A copy of this minute has been sent to the Foreign
Secretary.

.

© Crown Copyright
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CHIEPS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

BOMBING OF RATLWAY TARGETS IN ENEMY OCCUPIED TERRITORY

Report

In accordance with the instructions™ of the War Cabinet
we have arranged for the Joint Intelligence Bub-Committee to
examine and report on the protmble reactions of French and

. Belgian opinion to the bombing of rallway centres in enemy

occupied territory. Their report! with which we are in
general agreement, is attached.

2, With reference to paragraph 7 of the report, we would
emphasise that we had not envisaged the wholesale evacuation
of towns in or near which railway centres eme located, but

only the evacuation of the immediate vicinity of tho target
arcan. ;

IllLlll

av

ZV 08

: (81@6(1) A.F. BROOKE
et C.A. PORTAY

391440 QH0I3Y
NOISS IWM3d LNO
HD1HAJ0D

OHd 032nQ0NJIY

O0ffices of the War Cabinct,
SuWets

5TH APRIL, 1944
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x W.M.(44) 43rd Concs., Minute 7

gcon.’fidential Annex)
+ J.1.C.(44) 135 (0)(Final)
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et W.R CABINET
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

s

NEW ZEAL/ND'S MANPOWER

of a letter dated 4th A 11, 1 from Mr, N
Sopy o2 22 %o Eﬁrﬁ E;ﬁ

1r||||1|t|||||||

371440 04023Y J1780d

For_t .
attaching hereto a lette ;
Prime Minister in relation to the propos
re-adjustment of the use -of New Zealand's manpoweIl'

av

1 mentioned the matter to Sir Alan Brooke at the
War Cabinet last evening.

(o o]
([ =]

| }
o

(Signed) W. NASH

offices of the War Gabine;,1
5TH APRIL, 1944 x :
® Annex.

WOOMOT ‘301440 QHOIIY
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ANNEX

) ri to & ime Minister
O a8

One of the main purposes of my mresent visit to the
topdizguaa with you and the Chiefs of

gtaff the best use to which the manpower of New Zealand
could be put during the period between now and the end of
the conflict in Zurope.

=HLIA ATWVD
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24 My Prime Ministor, the Rt.Hon. Peter Fraser, has now
advisod mo that on Thursday last, 30th March, the New Zealand
Parliament acceptod the Now Zealand Government's proposals, whiech
had been based on the rocommondations of the Unitod Kingdom and
tho Chicfs of Staff as communicatod to Mr. Fraser by mysclf, and
that these proposals followed nogotiations with the
representative of the Commander of the South Pacific and the
Commander of the 3rd New Zealand Division, General Barraclough.

3 The plan provides for ‘the release of 11,000 men from the
3rd Now Zealand Division by October, in accordance with
priority categories arrangod with the New Zealand manpower
authorities. The plan is basod on the asgumption that the 3rd
New Zealand Division will not go out of existence but that a
nucleus will be rotained, capable of re-expansion if the
reconstruction of tho Pacific Division later becomes possible.
These proposals have becen adopted es an interim policy to
enable the situation in Zurope to become clearer and to permit
of raoonsidzration of the withdrawal of the 2nd Now Zeasland
ﬂvislon after the fall of Rome, or at some other approriate
me . !

le
321440 G¥OJ3¥ J17ENd

FEEIEEF TURRRLS

L The plan allows for the present operations in the

Green( ?) and Treasury Islands to be completed; it providos

the ultimatc concontration of Unit Cadres in Now Caledonia;

it ensures continuity of asgoclation with the U.S. Command;
keeps our Qadre Force acclimatised; 1t sgves shipping back

New Zealend all oquipment which might, later, be shipped forward
again if the Division is reformed; it enables the New Zealand
Forocos to use the good camp, recreation, hospital and training
condi tions in New Qpledonia.

-:aouaiafay

avo

5 In June, the 3rd New Zealand Division would, in any
case, have been in the forward area (Tropicael) for nine
nonths and relief would normally be axpected in Juns or
thercaboutss The poliey accepted is merely an interim policy
and tho gquestion of whether the New Zealand Division is teo
continue or to be completely liquidated cannot be decided
until the problem of 'the withdrawal of the 2nd Now Zealand
Division from Europe has been finally considered.

zsy 08

6. ' Mr, Fraser proposes to discuss this mattor with you
in London and also with General Freyberg when he sees him.

Te No publicity whatovor is being given to the
withdrawal, which will be referred to whenever necessary as
"gontrolled divorsion of manpower from the Pacifig to food
production and allied ocecupations." Plans for utilising
the services of the men roleased have been worked out, as
have plans for increased farm production.

HOONO1 ‘301440 Q¥OIIY
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i AR CABINET $
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTER

Baus UiRE RS

CT OF
QL _POLICY
Report

It i1s our view that it is to our advantage that the
Americans should have interests in Middle East oilfields
and hence a strateglc commitment. :

s

9

II'ILI1I

24 Russia is a potential future danger to the Middle
East area, Even if ‘she could meet her total oil
requirements from her own resources, she might still be
tempted to look with envy upon the outlet to the Indlan
_ Ocean afforded by the warm water ports of the Persian Gulf,
To be able to count with justifiable confidence upon
American assistance against this danger is an over-riding.
advantage, -

avd

o0
[ =]
o]

3 It is true that an extension of American influence
in the Middle East, especially in Palestine, would present
us with a omlica‘f:ion‘or the internal security problem,
This is a difficulty which we cannot, in any case, escape
altogether, since the Americans already have very -
considerable interests in Middle East oilfields.

U We conclude that the ad‘v;antage of obtaining an
American counterweight to Russian pressure far outweighs
any possible complication of our internal security problems

Se At Annex is an initial brief for the British
Delegation on the strategic considerations.

NOGNOT ‘301440 QHOJIN
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“(8igned) A.F, BROOKE
_  C. PORTAL
ANDREW CUNNINGHAM

38 0L LOW - HJVHOO0LOHd LHDI¥AL0D

, 5 ‘
Offices of the War Cabinet,

5TH APRIL, 19LlLs

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB 80/82

.‘ 1%18h _.pu-", ilon

From the strategic point of view it is in the interest
the whole British Commonwealth that oil should be availahlgainoihe
necessary antit;v and quality in as many areas as possible,
ﬁnrtlcular ¥ in those areas which can most easily be defended,

ence 1t would be in our interest that res
Cont m%nt should not be unduly depleted. RTINS 4D W MRS

ls
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2. In this connection it is understood that the American
interest in the Middle East oil is based partly on strategic
grounds, their contention being that they may eventually have to
rely on these areas as their own resources are drying up, It
is understood that this contintion is largely invalid since the
resources in North and South America are likely to be amply
sufficient for defence purposes for many years, and from the
military point of view, any additional requiremente for the .
Pacific could be met from the East Indies, However, should this
contention be substantiated it must be r.membered that American
continental resources constitute our most secure supply in war
and therefore it is in our interest to take any step tgat may
assist in their conservation, :

1|'|L:r||||||‘|

av

3s« . On the other hand the Americans already have lar uomroiai.-
interests in the Middle East oil fields and this ,frmga ‘
military Enint of view, is to our advantage in t‘:'xat if we are

zy 08

ever called ugon to defend them the chancges of our obtainj.:.f
American assistance will be increaseds Moreover a potenti
agzressor might hesitate to interfere where both American and
British interests are involveds There Will be no advantage
therefore in challenging the American claim to strategic interest
in the Middle East oile Our own interests being wider,:the -
ultimate object should be to conclude & world wide agreement with
the United States 'bg which each Govern.ent would undertake to
assist the other with oil supplies in time of emergency or Wars
It is essential that such an agreement should be world wide and
not cover the Middle East alone; in this connection, it is an
important consideration that the U.8, propose to introduce into
the discuseions at a later stage the Dutch and the Russians,

NOONOT ‘301440 ONODIY
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The only potential extenal threat te the Middle East oil
area is from the North and North West.

The € st Persian oil fields and concessions, Which at
g;-eaant are féo%iggitish owned, are in the territory of a :aak and
unsgible Foreign Govermnentf and we are in present circumstances

re 0!

uwded from maintaining forces in Persia in peace to protect
Ehesa interests, The Iraq oil fields are within a Briti.nht
sphere of influence, but here agaig uhder our existing treaty 1:30
cannot in advance of an emergency despatch gsufficient fgr:gs
Iraq to protect them from aguressigns The proximity o to::
areas to poseible aggression makes them extremely diffieul
defand particularly against a sudden attack by aire: E
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6, The remaining areas on the ilestern and Southern shores of
the Persian Gulf are more remote from any threat from the North

" but as yet are not fully developeds From the strategical point

of view therefore, it is dceirable that these should be developed
and that efficient refineries should beesteblished in their |

" vieinitys In the interests of internal security puch

development should be carried out without interference with the
existing satisfactory relationships between His liajesty's
government, the Apab Sheikdoms and the 0il Companies. In
addition, if possible, nothing should be done Which might weaken
our rela'l:lona with Ibn Saud,

8 - terrane ye=l1ine

Te The Americans have in mind the construction of a pipe-line
from the Saudl Apabian ollfields to the Mediterranean,

8, “ Assuming this to be a practical engineering proposition
the strategical advantages of such a pipe-line would be:- |

(a) It would be an alternative to the existing Kirkuk-Haifa =
Tripoli lines Which would be further removed from any
threat from the North, It would enable us to build up
increased reserves in the Eastern Mediterranean.

(b) It would save sea transport and reduce escort commitments
‘ in war, ‘

(e) It would increase the likelihood of U.S, assistance in
protecting the sea route through the Mediterranean,

(d) Experience has shown that a pipe-line is not particularly
vulnerable to casual sabotage and, provided the
territories through which it passes remain friendly and
.quiet, there would therefore be no serious commitment

or i'ﬁs;proteotion. i

9% On the other hand the saving in tankers might result in a
shrinkage in the total tanker tonnage available for smergency with
a consequent reduction in the flexibility of oil distributions
Provided means can be devised for maintaining an adequate fleed

of tankers, however, we see no objection to the construction of
this pipe-line from the military point of view.

10, ° As regards the alignment of the pipe-line, if the Western
terminus is at Alexandria we see the possibility of .omplications
with the Egyptian Governinent which might prove embarrassing to both
the Americans and ourselves in emergency, Provided therefore that
satisfactory arrangcments can be made for safeguarding the

Western terminus, it should be in Palestine, To meet the
possibility of the Persian Gulf or the Mediterransan being

closed to shipping there would be great advantage if a sultable
alignment could be found, from which an outlet could be constructed
to the Red Sea should thils ever be necessarys If ‘it should be
oonsiderag that a threat to our control of the Mediterranean or
the Suez Canal might ever again become a possibility, direct
piping to the Red Sea or possibly even to the Southern Arablan

" coast might be advisable.

Erovision of ggfiner;a's

; m Heifa the only refineries of any consequence
1:1. the ﬁgﬁefgat area ars at Ab%gan aggt?ggrgggid bghg%gﬂ:ﬁhﬁe
by an € e po
::r 'g:é::ut g i:tégngrgat importance therefore from the military

I
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point of view that furthen refinerie i . :

8
gﬁ:épwgocatinn Will be a matter fop mo:gog%gaggegonitnugtad.
: know more of what the American Ra. e

8 have in mind,

You will observe that thepmecedi
:gltg;tonlytpotantiai external mgﬁgee tggoggr:gggfgsnggiate
ol erests that exists, You should not conclude that
contrgenace is considered real at the moments on the
*yy it is quite possible that it will ﬁavar materialise,

v In either case, however, it wg
ould b ]
;{Oggy£2iggst?%tBg;igg:fyevgn éonsidering gh?égﬁgg;g:?ggg%us
. ere convc
in th@ course of your diséussiona wigﬂegh:;.the i
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2
5TH APRIL 194l

» WAR CABINET
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

"OVERLORD" - POLITICAL WARFARE OUTLINE PLAN
'V(gef'ereme-, C,0,8, (44) 98th Meeting (0), Minute 5) -

Note by the Secretary

: The attached letter® from the Supreme Commander, Allled
Expeditionary Force, recording the results of his discussions

with 'C' and with the Foreign Office, is circulated for the
consideration of the Chiefs of Staff.

, N ; ,
2, The gist of the lastdzwo paragraphs of 8.C.A.E.F's

letter has been communicated® by him to the Combined Chiefs
of Staff,

3. It is proposed to place this on the Agenda of the
Committee a8 soon as & directive has been issued defining the

-degree of recognition to be afforded to the French Committee
of National Liberation.

; .-+ (signed) L.C. HOLLIS
o ; 2

Offices of the War Cebinet,
oy g 8.W. 1,

5TH APRIL 1944
' ¥ Annex
p SCAF. 12

_Reference is made to a lotter’ to the undersigned from
the Secretary, Chicfs of Staff Committee, dated 23rd March 194k,

on the subject of the Political Warfare Outline Plan for
" OVERLORD", ' ‘

# 0.0.8. (bh) 98th Mtg (0), Min, 5, refers
sl 4

»
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2. With respect to the comments made by 'C' contained in

C. 0.8, (Lml 172 (0), attention is requested to the attached copy
of a note® which has been received from 'C' indicating his
gotisfaetion with the results of the co-operation which has been

achieved in comnection with the safeguarding of his organisation
in the implementation of the plan. -

3. With respect to the comment by the Foreign Office that
the section of the plan deeling with France is not acceptable
a8 it stands, all ‘reference to the Conseil de la Resistance has
been changed to "such provisional authority as the Supreme
Commander may be suthorized or mey decide to deal with".

L

h ‘1

le
391440 G¥093¥ 217804

L. The further comments by the Foreign Office appear to be
of no particular importance, and the changes recommended are
acceptable to us, - Accordingly, as time is running short, the
plan is being submitted to the Combined Chiefs of Staff,
Arrongements ere being made to implement it as far as can be
done in the absence of a directive indicating the degree of
recognition to be afforded the French Committee of National
Liberation. Until this is received certain limitations will,

of necessity, be imposed upon the implementation of the French
sectlon of the plan,

RRE s T8 0E RARY

¥ Appendix

-:goussafey

4PPENDIX

Copy of Minute (04611%) dated 27th March 194k
: : T om 0o 8. H.A.E. F.

1

(+ o]
[ ]
™o

] ® *

I have been sent o copy of the letterf addressed to you
on 23rd Marech on the subject of the Political Warfare Outline
Pilan for "OVERLORD". In paragraph two of this letter it is
suggested that I should discuss with you how the interests of
my orgenisation can be safeguarded.

‘391440 QNO0D3¥
HO 14 Ad0D

0 MOISSIWN3d 100
0LOHd Q3INA0NLIY

During the past weeks I have maintained close liaison with
P.W.E., perticularly in regerd to their plans for France and
Belgium, and I sm satisfied with the measures of co-operation
which have been achieved. In these circumstances I do not

think I need call upon your assistance at present, though I
ghould very much like to be able to do so, 1f any difficulties
arise at a later stage.

- HJV¥D0LOHd Ll
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# 6.0.8. (L4) 98th Mtg (0), Minute 5 refers

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

© Crown Copyright

The National Archives' reference CAB 80/82

ﬂll DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HI8 BRITANNIQ MAJESTY'S GOYERNMENT

The circulation of this paper has been aﬁ-iotly limited.
__It is issued for the personal use of
_SECRET.

WAR CABINET _
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

The attached memorandun‘ by 8.0.E, is ginmculated
for information and record purposes, i

(S8igned) L.C. HOLLIS

Offices of the War Osbinet,
Bth l- ’

6TH APRIL, 1944

l. As the Russian advance approached areai containing a
Polish population and in v

lew of the Russo-Polish political
orisis it recently became evident that:

(2) The time was approaching when action by the Polish
: ' 8eoret Army would be most likely materially to

mist the aoperations on the Eastern Front and
- Allied operations in general,

(b) If the Seeret Amy did not act soon it was likely to
- be overrum by

the Rusaian advance without ever havin,
aoted at all, ; 4

(o) Aotion by the Secret Army on orders from the Polish

! Government in LONDON might be the most effective
method of persuading the Russians that that
Government was in fact endeavouring to oco-operate

and so assisting the Russo~Polish political
negotiations,
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\

8,  With a view to placing the pouaibiiitiea before the s’

Ohiefs of Staff and Foreign Office 8.0.E, eeocordingl
roached the Poles and asked for more préoise :lntng ? tion
, viously been available regarding the ahtm whioh

‘the Secret Army could undertake 1f ordered do so, Wfia

Polish G,H.Q, thersupon despatched a tele an'io a.
W, asking for his plens for: " e
() Operations to be carried out with the material at

. present availeble to him, - .

() Larger scale operations based upon losal resources
and material sent from here, :

3« A rop,lw‘ has now been received, From this it appears
that the Seoret Army intends to ocarry out a major orergtion in
the areas of PREEMYSL and SANGK between 10th April and 30th
il, These areas contain important railway objectives: in

_ 8 large viaduct carries the railway from KRAKONW {o :
L over the River 8AN, and in SANCK there are numerous bridges
eand the line changes from single to double track, From past
experience of Polish operations it may be taken that the actual
interruption of traffioc will last at least 48 hours, The
potentidl effect of such an interruption at the present stage
of operations on the Eastern Front is obvious,

4, In addition to the above Polish @,H.Q., WARSAW has ;
indicated that the Poles are prepared to carry out the larger
operation (EWA, referred to in (b) of Annex II) against the
rallway system in the KRAKOW-LWOW area from 1 May provided
they can receive 48 containers of _e%u:l.pment (approximately 4
aireraft sorties) during the present moon period, delivered im
. area of operations, Every effort is being made to
ensure that this equipment is delivered,

-8 In the normal course of sebotege operations in POLAND the
8eoret Amy is oarrying out attacks between the period 15th
March and 16th April against trains in the areas of mxclﬁma
and LUBLIN, _These cperations are referred to in & telegr :
from G,0.C. 8eoret Army dated 28nd Maroch,

6y the above operations teske place in the LWOW-KRAKOW area,
since Polish G,H.Q. in LONDON asked for specifio plans only in
3elation to tx area where it seemed that most damage could .

b.; inflicted the Germans in conneotion with the Russian
advance, ;

Plans have, however, been asked for and preparations are
being made for *urther large scale operations against German
comunications in other arees of PULAND, with partiocular . 5
reference to Bast-West traffio, This proposed auti.on.i details
of which will be oommunicated as soon as possible, will show

the assistence which the Polish resistance movement may be able
to afford to operation 'OVERLCRD',

" Polish G,H,q, in LONDON has full control over the broad
outline of opov;%io'nl, but necessarily the details are left to
the local commander in the field, In partioular exact dates
must be left to the field to decide within limits of a week to
ten days,

7. The above information has already been passed to the
Pm;sn Office,
Sth Appily 194¢ o oox 11

# Annex III
g Annex IV
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"In oonnection with the general situation on the
Eastern Front it may be necessary to undertake diversive
aotivity againet the German lines of communication (principally
railways) preferably between LWOW and KRAKOW on both lines to
the front, I can see two methods of operation:-

(8) Diversions to be carried out with your present
avallable material, Report your ability to do this
as regards extent and time, . If you ape egble to stop -
movements on several lines simultaneously, give orders
to have everything ready, Code word - "JULA",

Second elternative consisting of larger soale
operations based on your loeal possibilities ana
material sent from here. Broader method taking into
acgount the total possibilities of your organisation
and the explosive material which is to be sent from
here, Report the epproximate size of diversion, how
much and where the material should be dropped also
the time of action (zero hour) from the time of
reception of material, GCode word "EWA",

The time of carrying out the ao.tion Plays of course a
moat important role, 3

The execution of elther of these methods to be oarried out
only upon my order. We should like to receive your plan
gr ao‘i':ion as soon as possible, at the latest the day before zero
our,

avoy,

ANNEX III

WTW LISH G,1H,Q, L 10
; ; 3,0 i

We have just received an answer to our telegram despatched
to the Field on the 1llth March, regarding the sabotage of German

lines of communication in the south of POLAND - code name JULA =
this answer reads:-" 2

"JULA will be carried out in the area of PRZEMYSL and
SANK against railway lines, interrupting traffie for not
less than 48 hours, I can carry this out between 10th April
and the end of the month after receipt of your opder to proceed.
The ohoil..oe of the day, however, will have to be left to me to
dﬂﬂi“. :

To this telegram our Commander=in-Chief has sent his order
reading as follows:

"Proceed with JULA, Report to me the exact dey a few
days in advance as I wish to inform the British",

‘8" Bummay

”l””“l]t'“
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’ 7y dated 22nd March; this is in

gram in which I strassed the necessit
orming us ﬁ:mvancn f any osgaflety o g
4840 g0 to the Gecret Amy. oM i full

. “iarge seale actions and among theﬁ"tt 8 or
i st i, T et B
sl 0n, 1 8 :
scale aotions carried out more or less e'g:::;ntlgm::'i"
:bx-n_ag Commanders according to general
dons issuecd by me periodically, . For the
. March to 15th April, the aresms

184 of KRAKOW,
ind LUBLIN have been instructed to carry outm’
tacks on trains, Results will be reported

Ill|lll|‘||'f'“
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WAR CABINET
CHIEPS OF STAFF OOMMITTEE
THE REOCOUPATION OF NAURU AND OCEAN ISLAND

Note by Secreta

" The attaehed Mermrandmn" by the Secretary of gtate for
the Dominions is eirculated for consideration by the Chiefs

of Bta?.":l.'.
: .' (signed) L.C. HOLLIS
offices of the War Cabinet,
‘ . SeWels.
6TH APRIL, 19uk
: # Annex 1

g8ir Arthur. Gaye, the United Kingdom member of the British
Phosphate OCommission (which is a body appointed Jjointly by the
Governments of the United Kingdom, Australla and New Zealand %o
carry on the phosphate uncertakings in Nauru and Ocean Island)
recently returnec to thie country from an official visit to the
Pacific, in the course of which he visited washington, Bu-;:i Pearl
Harbour, Melbourne and Wellington. During his tour, he sed
with various United Kingdom and United States Service authorities
the question of the reoccupation of Nauru and Ocean Island but was
unable to obtaln any definite information about plans for such an
operations . i

2, Australis and New zealend formerly drew the whole of their
phosphate miliea from these islands, but since the occupation by |
the Japanese they have been dependent on supplies from Makatea and |
from the much more distant sources of the Red Sea, North Africa, |
and, more recently, Florida. The whole of the output of Makatea,
however, with suc supplies from the other sources as it has been
posgible to ship, have been quite inadeguatc to replace the suppliel
from Nauru and Ocean Island, with the result that for the past two
years and more application of superphosphates, which are essentinl
to full agricultural production in Australia and New Zealand, has
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v ! 67

amounted to barely 50 per cent. of the normal pre-wor basis of
application, The effeot of this shortage is, of course,
cumlative, and there is a grave need of much inereasod supplies
of phos hates if those Dominions are to be able to reach the
production targets which they havo been csked to achleve, or even’
to maintain their production at i%s present lovels, le the

Commonwealth and New Zoaland Governmonts have o very direct
interest in this matter, the production of meat, . dairy produco
otcs, Wwhich they have been asked to achleve is rcguired not only
oor thoir own purposcs, but_in ordor to maintoin tho ration in

tho United Kingdom, to supply United States forces in the South
and South-West Pac!.f:l.c areas end to make some provision for rellef;
the supply of adequate quantitics of phosphate to theso two
Dominions is, therefore, a matter also of very direct intercst and
iriportance to the United Kingdou ant Unitcd States Governments.
Thie interest extends not only to the actual supply and production
aepect but alco to the saving of shipping which would result from
the availability of supplies through the shorter haul from-Nauru
and Qeean Islands ;

34 * The Phosphate gonmissioners expect that it will take some
considerable time after the reoccupation of the islands to repair
the damage anl to get production started again. If adequate
supplies of fertilisers are to be seocured for .wustralla and New
Zecland ggd prelicf to shipping through the shorter haul (and to
some oxtent also relief to the overall supply position) is to be
achieved within a reasonable time, the sooncr the islands are
recovered from the Japancse the betters

L  The importance of this question, not only to the two Dominion ;

Governments concermed but also to the United States and United
Kingdom Govermments, is obviouss The United Kingdom Departments
concerned whom I have consulted fully endorse what I have scid in
paragraphs 2 and 3 aboves I should be grateful if the Chlefs of
Staff, provided they see no objection, would arrange to have the
matter raised with the Combined Chiefs of staff and urge bthat all
possible steps should be taken to reoccupy the islands as early
as practicable, Any further appraisal which the Combined Chliefs

_ of Staff might desire to have of the importance of the phosphate

supply queetion in relation to the overall food situation would
doubtless be furnished by the Combined Food Boarde §

] (Signed) CRANBORNE ;

mu-
Extroct from o letter from Sir A, Goye
ol 6510N00E, 2L, Boury Street, SpWs ]
Do ons Orfice, date frd March, 1941

HHNHHHX

I i'antura to auggéat that Appendix 5% should be brought to
the notice of the Becretary of State as soon as possible,

4+ Annex III
-2
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AWNEX ITT . 68

OF NAURU AND O g

In Aupust 1943 wo received secret instructions both in London
and in Melbourne to preparc for returning to these islands, which
had been in Japanese occupation since August 1942, within o few
monthse I belleve. that at that time it was intended to tolke the
islands by assault if November. Late in Auguet our Chief Engineer,
Mre WeVe Bott, vieited Pearl Harbour and conferred with Adnmiral
Nimitz and his efaffe He took with him detailed plans illustrating
the difficulty of landing an attacking force » With the result that
the project was abandonod for the time baeing, I have no doubt
that the information fuPnishod by Mré Bott prevented a disastrous
failure, On' 11th November Mr. Gazo telegraphed to me saying that
the ojeratlion was postponed. I replied "I am not surprised,"

Nor was I disappointed, for it had scemed to me from the first that
an attempt, even if suceossful, to retoke the islands was useless,
so far as a resumption of phosphate production was concerned, so
long oe the enemy icmained in occupation of Tarawa and others of
tho Gilbert Islanis to the East and the Marshall and Caroline
IslanCz to the North and North-Weste The re-instabement of the
phosphate installations would have becn impossible with enemy air
anc. naval bases so near, ‘ -

301440 0¥023¥ J17ENd
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When I arrived 4n Fiji on 25th January, the situation was very
dfferont, The enemy had beon driven out of the Gilberts, and that
same Cay at Punafuti I had seen more than 30 units of the .merican
fleet stcaming out of the lagoon: this|sight prepared me for the
news, which came a day or two later, of|the attack on the Mapshalls,
The prospects of regaining Nauru and Ocean Island were now much
brighter, On 26th and 27th Jamuary I had long discussions with
8ir Philip Mitchell on tho procedure to be followeds He emphasised
that the islande would remain for some time in the military
operational area and that all phosphate work would have to be
carried on under military cirection. This would call for the
cxoreise of great patiencc and tact. TWeo agreed that immediately
after enemy rosistance was overcoms ropresentatives of the BePuCe
and of the civil administration should land on each island, take
stock of the confition of the phosphate installations, attend to
the needs of the population (if any), and genorally set about the
‘task of restarting peaca-{ime activi‘Eica. They would be followed
88 soon as possible by a larger party including technicians and a
labour force with the necessary matorials and equipment for
reconstructions .s regords labour, SiP Philip offered, subject
to military approval, the services of a Fljian Field Company ReEe
including skilled and semi-skilled tradesmen, with European
officers, and of labour battalions later on for the work of mining
and loading phosphates This will be invaluables Before I left
he alvised me to see .dmiral Nimitz on my wdy home and impress on
him the urgent importance of refoking the islands, and he
tele raphed to tho ndairal asking him to meet me at Pearl Harbour
early in March,
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In Melbourne I founc that Mpr. Bott had prepared detailed plans
for the re-inetatement of the moorings and tho shore installations.
The vlans, though elaborate, were floxzible and after full discussion
werc approved, subjeot of course, to such modifications as might be
found necessary in the 1light of conditions existing on the islands .
8t the time of our return thero. Provision was made for the
Pecruitment of labour in the G4lberts as in pre=war dayss I had
Soie doubts about this but said that I would consult the High
Comdesioner on my return to Suva. It was considered that the
Australian Government belng responsible for the oivil admindstration
of Nauru, would wish to make their own arrangenents for the re-
%ccupation of that island; it is to be hoped, however, that they
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¢111 not refuse the co-oporation of Sir Philip Mitcholl, who is 69
woth able and willing to help.  Labour gupply is in my opinion
o matter for the British Phosphate Conmissioners, and under clause

13 of the Nouru .greement the Conmonwealth Government cannot
interferc,

" T aprived back in Buva on 29th February, and conferred. with

the High Commissioner ond Colongl Fox-Strangways, Resident :
comissioner for the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colonys. I roported
on ny Giscussions in Melbournc, and, as I anticipated, Sir Philip
sald that the military authorities absolutely forbade recrultment
of civilian labour in the Pacific Islands. He' repoated his offer
$3 lot us have a Fijien Field Company and, lator, labour battalions,
if wo could provide transport, we of course to be liable for thelir
army paye 1 supgested that we should supply rotions and, if
possible, tentse I telographed to Melbourne accordingly and
suggeataﬁ that ‘our Occan Islnnd Manager should go to Suva to
discuss labour details and aleo to confer with Mr. Ramsay, the
Jdnindstrotive Officer alrealdy sclected for duty at Occan Islond.
The offer of help applics equally to Naurue

[s

The High Cbrandissioner told me that he had, arranged for
“Gmiral Nimitz to soe me at Pearl Iarbour on 3rd Marche At
conton Island, whore I stopped for a few hours, I med admiral
Hfewton, .aamiral Nimitz's chief of staff, on his way to Noumone He
t0ll me that admiral Nimitz had Léen called away on urgent business
and. that I was to see ..dmiral Towers instead. On arrivel at
Pearl Harbour I had a long but unsatisfactory interview with this
officer. Fither he had 1ittle Inowledge of any proposed opcrations
erainet our islands or thoupht it better to conceal his knowledgee
He implied that the present intention wds not to attack, but to
starve out the enemy. I replied that from our point of view this"
woulC be useless: the Japanese on the islands would cdie of old
age firsét, for they could support themselves on coconuta and fish,
onC. the only sufferers would be the native populations, 1f any still
garviveds  He seemod surprised to learn that the islands procuced
coconutsd He made one intcresting suggestion: would iustralia or
New Zealand, he asked, uncertake the operation? Of.course I could
not answer this quasﬂiqn, Tut as Australia and New Zealand are
vitally concerned in the recovery of the islands they might be very
willing to fight for them, Australis perhape tackling Nauru and
' New Zealand Ocean Ieland, An advance party of Gilbertese landed
at night from rubber boats, armed with tonmy-guns, grennces and
‘mives, mirht simplify the operation. The Gilbertese have many
ol seores to pay off against tho Japenese, anc Colonel Fox-Strangways
assured me that they would readily voluntearand could be quickly
trained for the jobs Finally, idmiral Towers said that the decision
rested not with Admiral Nimitz, but with the Combined Chiefs of
gtaff in Washington, anc he advised me to state the case to thoms
S0 I telegraphed to Mr. Brand, the Head of the British Food Mission
in Washington, asking him, if possible, to arrange a mectinge
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On my arrival in Washington on 8th March I was fortunate with
the hlep of Brigadier-General Rodman, in getting an informal 5.nter-
view with Field-Mershal Sir John Dill and Admiral Sir Percy Noblee
I explained the position to them and, without of course comultting
thenigelves to any promise of action, they showed keen interest in the
yropositions I left with them a short memorandum sotbting out the
Amortance of recewning phosphate production on the islands and the
l}J:sto:-y of previous sugpestions for retaking thems They sald that
aGniral Nimitz was in Washington and they would try to get me an
interview with hime Lator I had a message from admiral Nimitz
expressing his reogret that through pressure of other work he had been
unable to meet ne, and adding that he fully appreciated the importance
of the case anC had instructed his staff at Pearl Harbour accordinglys

, I spoke cgain to Brigadier-General Redman, pointing out that the
Job must be tackled some time, that it would not become eapier, that
thing was to be gained by c".ula%, and that food )groc‘.uction would
ick actione - He agrecd and said that 1 would be helpful
¢ get the matter reforred to the War Cabinet immediately on

-l
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WAR CABINET
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

ITH M

STOPPAGE OF LEAVE AND TRAVEL WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE
T0 SERVICE PERSONNEL EMPLOYED IN THE ADMIRALTY, THE WAR
‘ R MINISTRY

Report by the Second Sea Lord, the Adjutant-General smd
. tho Air Member for Personnel

e

le
321440 0¥O23¥ 217804
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9

We have considered the questiun’s put forward by the Chlefs
of Staff. All three Services have already issued confidential
instructions on the policy for the stoppage of leave and travel
to Commands on the lines of the instructions approved by the
Overlord Preparations Committee (0.P.(L4l4) 6th Meeting,
Conelusion 1). A copy of the War Office instructions is

attaehed."

2o As to the question of leave of personnel of the three
Services serving in the Admiralty, War Office, Air Ministry
and other Government Departments, it was agreed that the same
regulations should apply, except that rest days should not
count as leave, BService persomnel in these appointments may
continue to spend these days at their homes even though these
may be outside London, It must be understood, however, that
this refers only to the place where they would normally live
but for their appointment in ILondon, and no other travel for
any leave purpose is permissible while the leave ban is in

force.
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Offices of the War Cabinet, 8.W.1.
TTH APRIL 194k,
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4 C.0.8.(4k4) 109th Meeting (0), Minute 11,

R Annex
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THE WAR OFFICR,
LONDON, S.W.1.

: 23rd March 1944
To; Commander-in-Chief 21st Armmy Group,

Commander~in-Chief Home Forces
All Commands at Home% G,084Cs, ftorthem Ireland

and Tondon Distric

The arr ts below are likely to be put into effect at
short notice, but have not yet been confirmed, It is
important therefore, that the contentsshould be restricted
to ab few officers as possible. It will not therefore, be
issued below Brigade or equivalent commanders. Confirmation
will be notified by telegram® on receipt of which the
instructions may be issued to all concerned as Confidential,

to e 0 ave

o
4.  All privilege leave and leave on LB hours short pass will
be suspended with effect from 6th April ©4l, This applies
n Great Britain and Northern

to leave both between and withi
Ireland and Eire, Thosc who proceed on leave up to the aet
of suspension need not be recalled. |

A 6n no aecount will the quotum be exceeded prior to this
date.

2¢ Agricultural Leave is suspended from 5th April 194k,
3. The following leave may continue after 5th April 19LU.

(a) Embarkation Leave : _
This will continue as at present except for
troops of 2ist Army Groupe.

(v) Disembarkation Leave

This will continue as at present.
onate '

This will continue
that it must be approved by an officer not below
the rank of Major Generals Special eompassionate
leave may be granted 1o ersonnel who have been
prevented by work, from aling leave between 1st
January and 5th April 1944, and are considered to

be in need of a reet.

(Signed) ~B. MAYFIELD,

Iaieut.-CO].onﬂl, AA.Ge
for Director of Personal Services

¢ Appendix
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under existing rules, except .
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oy imn-enur 21 Avmy Gr
~cn1er Hm!';g“e:u‘p

A @.08.C
m Tondon amnm «C Northern Ireland

Inltmt:lom contained in wemt Memorand.um B.MoLY7h

.'7(‘:1:.“'{7!-.1;@_;) 23 March may now be issued confidentially

_and "'ﬂl!.‘”bo Ienroroad from midnight 5/6 April.

: Pcnoz\ml already on :Lemre at that date need. not 'be
g ruqﬂ.ledo

{Signed) = B. MAYWIELD
Lieute=Colonel, A.A.Ge

4

- 4e% April 194,
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The éGirculation of this paper has been sﬂy limited.
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WAR CABINET
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

CONCURRENT ATR DEVENCE PL/ANS FOR OPERATIONS
; “QJEE OEE" ggd "QE[EB"
Note by Secretary.
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The attached copy™ of a letter from SCAEF is
eireulated for information and Tecord purposes.

(8igned) L.C. HOLLIS.

zy 08 gy

Offices of the War Cabinet,
. S.W.1.

\ TTH APRIL, 1944.
¥ Annex.
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It is agreed that the 96 Heavy Anti aireraft and
138 Light Anti aireraft guns in £.D.G.B., earmarked for
"DIVER", are acceptable as reinforcements For the

urely "OVERLORD" deployment. It is also agreed that
ghase guns shall be withdrawn to their "DIVER" sites
should the "CROSSBOW" threat materialize.

2. To eage the administrative difficulties of handling

‘this pogeible move, which will also involve the additional
U.8. and 21 Army Group Units earmarked for "DIVER", it /
would be appreciated if as much notice &s possible can be
given, over and above the agreed minimum of 18 days. ,
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