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'I'ha circulation of this. paper has b

TOP It is issued for the personal use of
Me6eT SECRET.

COO.Slh 4‘4 1 2!31 MBB

WAR CABINET
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

—:a0uasafay

MINUTES OF Meeting held on MONDAY,
24th APRIL, 1944 at 11.0 a.m.

PRESENT :

Marshal of the Royal Alr Force
Sir Charles I.A. Portal,
Chief of the Air Staff (In the Chair)

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew Lt.=General A.E. Nye,

B. Cunningham, First Sea Lord Vice Chief of the Imperial
and Chief of Naval 8taff. - General Staff.

Lt.~General Sir Hastings L. Ismay,
Office of the Minister of Defence

THE FOLLOWING ALSO SENT FOR ITEMS

Captain G. Graentham, R. N.. Brigedier C.8. Sugden,
AGmiralty war 0ffice

Alr Commodore We Daweon, Brigadior V.D., Thomas, .
Alr Minietry representing Chief of
Combined Operations
Brigadier A. Hend,
Combined Operations Headquarters

2 SECRETARIAT

Major Genersl L. C. Hollis
Colonel C.R. Price
Lt.-Colonel Capel-Dunn
Lt.~Colonel H.A.R. Powell
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1. OPERATION "CALIPH"

C.0.8.(44) 360 (0)
(Previous Reference: 0.0.8.(44) 91st Meeting (0), Minute 7 )

THE COMMITTEE had before them a note by the Secretary covering
e minmute® by the Prime Minister on operation "CALIPH", which hed,
in entieipation of instructions, been referred to the Joint
Planning Staff for examination. ‘

B

THE DIRECTORS OF PLANS explained to the Committee the
results of their preliminary investigations into the questions
put forward by the Prime Minister in his minute.

After a full discussion, THE COMMITTEE:-

Instruected the Joint Planning Staff to prepare,
for their use at the Stafif Conference that
evening, en aide memoire”outlining the
proposed answers to the points covered in
discussion.

x Berdal No. D.128/4
6 3., () 118 (Dopa wllaned k
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OPERATIONS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN - DIRECTIVE TO GENERAL
WILSON

Previous Reference: C.0.S8.(44) 128th Mectl 0), Minute

In the course of thelr discussign with the Directors of Plans,
THE COMMITTEE referred to a telegram™ from General Wilson outlining
his intentions and ideas on the implementation of the directive”
recently issued to him.

I.T.-GENERAL NYE suggested that the Joint Planning Staff should
prepare,for the use of the Chiefs of Staff at the Staff Conference
that evening, a draft telegram to the J.8.M. outlining the action
which it was proposed that S.C.A.E.F. and S.A.C.M.E.D, should
take to develop the "CALIPH" concept. Instructions to General
Wilson should be in amplification of paragraph 6 (c) of his
MEDCOS 100, It should be-emphasiged in this telegram, with
reference to paragraph 6 (b) of MEDCOS 100, that in the event _
of an early withdrawal by the enemy to the Pisa-Rimini line, k
the task of our Mediterranean forces would be to prevent or, failing that,!
delay the withdrawal of German divisions for use against !
"OVERLORD", ' )

THE COMMITTEE:-
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(a) Took note with mpproval of General Wilson's
telegram;

(b) Instructed the Joint Planning Staff to

: prepare, for con ideration that evening,
o draft telegranPbto the Joint Staff
Mission in Washington on the lines
sugeested above.

x MEDCOS 100

3 FORRRITo (Bopsy odectedd )
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5. FOOD SUPPLIES FOR THE VATICAN CITY

SIR CHARLES PORTAL salg that the Foreign Office had drawn
his attention to a telegr from Sir d'Arcy Osborne reporting
that he had received information from the Vatican of the movements
of Vatican lorry convoys on the 24th, 26th, 27th and 28th April.
Sir d'Aroy Osborne had been asked to report these journeys with
a view to avoldance of air attacks.

8ir Charles Portal suggested that this telegram should be
repeated by the Air Ministry to General Wilson for such aetion
as he might be able to take.

THE COMMITTEE:-

-aouatafay

Invited the Alr Staff to repeat this telegram
to General Wilson and General Eaker.

X Nos 2T

4. OPERATION "ANVIL"
Ca0e8.(44) 361 (O

(Previous Reference: Ca0.8.(44) 129th Meeting (0), Minute 12)

THE COMMITTEE had before them a minute by the Prime Minister
asking for an answer on a point which had been raised by
Mr, McOloy and General MeNarney concerning Allled action if the
Germans suddenly withdrew in Itaely at full speed leaving rear-
quards'behind them and nipped through the tunnels into the
"OVERLORD" battle.

THE COMMITTEE:-

Invited Lt.-General Ismay to draft and eirculate
fcr thoir approvel a reply to tho Prime Minister's
minute in the 1ight of the disoussion,

NOISS W3 LNOHLIA ATTVD IHAVHDO0LO0Hd 03INA0NLIY 38 OL LON - LHDI¥ALOD

Be FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN “OVERLQEQ"
evious Reference: C.0.5,(44 28th Meet 6] Mi

THE COMMITTEE considered a telegram™ from the Joint Staff
Mission reporting a proposal put forward by the U.S. Chiefs of
Staff concerning the provision of M,T. ships for the movement to
the U.X. of the balance of the vehlcles of the Becond French
Apmoured Division, :

THE COMMITTEE =

Invited the War Office, in consultation with the
Ministny of War Transport, to examine this
proposal and to prepare a draft reply to
the Joint Staff Mission,

X J.8.M, 15
e
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6, SITUATION IN EGYPT
vio ference: C.0.8.(44) 1318t Meeting (0), Minute 3

LT.-GENERAL NYE handed round coples of a draft minute to
the Prime Minlster, prepared in the light of the latest telegrams
from General Paget, on the forces available in the Middle East to
deal with the Egyptian erisis.

THE COMMITTEL: -

Approved the terms of the minute, as amended
in discussion, and instructed the Sgcretary
to submit it to the Prime Minister.

x Annex I

-raouasafay

7.  'CROSSBOW" ;

(Previous Reference: G,0,8.(44) 131st Meeting (0); Minute 1)

THE COMMITTEE took note of the following statement by the

Chief of the Alr Staff of the results achleved to date by attacks
on "CROSSBOW" objectives.

Ski Siteg

Category A 70
" Category B 17 (- 3 possibly A)
Category C 9 :

Total 96

No change.

8. B NG _OF ROUMAN

THE COMMITTEE took note that the Prime Minister had mimuted
as follows on Foreign Office telegram No. 1368 to Caira.

Il-’lll—l

NOISS IW43d LNOHLIA ATV IHAVHDOLOHd 03INA0HJIY 38 0L LOM - LH9 18A40D
T

"Keep up the bonbing of Roumania on all convenient
occasions "

BEFRES

i i)
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9. ARBANGEMENTS FOR RUSSIAN AIR FORCE DETACHMENT IN ITALY

0484 (44) 355 (0)
(Previous Referenge: C.0.5.(44) 125th Meeting (0), Minute 13)

THE COMMITTEE had before them a copy of a letter from the
Foreign Office commenting on the Prime Minister's minute of the
16th April concerning the Russlan recuest to establish a small
alr detachment in Italy. It was noted that the Forelgn Offlee
had changed their views since the submission of Mr, Eden's
minute to the Prime Minister of the 17th Mareh,

SIR CHARLES PORTAL sald that there seemed no alternative
but to agree to the Russian request on condition that operational
control was retained by A.F.H.Q. He circulated a draft telegram
to this effect requesting the Joint 8taff Mission to elear this
question with the U.S. Chiefs of Staff.

THE COMMITTEE &=

(a) Approved the terms of the telegram to the
Joint Staff Mission aﬂd instructed the
Secretary to despateh™ 1t}

(b) Instructed the Seecretary to draft and
circullate for their approval & mimate
to the Prime Minister reporting the action
they were now taking.

x BSent as COOOS.(W) 8

10« DESPATCH OF YUGOSLAV PARTISAN ATRMEN TO RUSSIA

(Previous Reference: Ce0.8,(44) 129th Mecting (0), Minute 5)

THE COMMITTEE had before them a telegramx from General Wilson
disagreeing with the suggestion in Foreign Offiee telegram
No. 248 that the 60 Partisan airmen should join those already
in the ReA«.F.V.R. and stating that he would welecome an early

deolsion on the question of the air transport of these 60
trainees to Russia, :

SIR CHARLES PORTAL circulated copies of a draft reply to
General Wilson accepting his view and agreeing that Russian
alreraft now at Barli could transport these 60 trainees to Russla,

THE COMMITTEE: -

Approved the terms of the reply, and instrcted
the Becretary to arrange for its despateh,

subject to prior concyrrence by the Forelgn
0ffice. : '

x Congcurred in by the Foreign Office
and sent as COSMED 92.

i
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THE COMMITTEE took note of a statement™,(copies of whieh
sere handed round at the meeting,)by the First Sea Lord on the
mmbers of landing ships and craft which would remain in the
fediterranean theatre after all ordered withdrawals had teken
place. ; )
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12, - CE OF FO FORW
(Pre: g Reference: 0,8 ot 0

HE“ e

- T8 COMMITTEE considered a telegram from the Joint Staff
Mission, reporting that the U,S, Chiefs of Staff felt that
the drart signal contained in COS(W) 1277 should be sent to
Admiral Mountbatten as goming from the British Chiefs of 3taff,

THE COMMITTEE: -

Instructed the Secretary to arrange for

the despﬁtoh to S.A.C.8,E,A, of the drarft
telegram”oontained in 008(W) 1277, with
the omission of paragraph 3. .

K Subsequently sent as COSSEA 90

13, S.E,AC, - PORT ATRCRAFT FOR OPERATIONS IN BUR

(Ppevious Reference: (.0.8 t eet 5
c .

THE COMMITTEE considered a telegram™ from Admiral
Mountbatten, reporting the return Ho Air Transport Command
of C.46 airoraft no longer required for the present campaign
in Burma, and requesting authority for the right to call on
these aircraft again in the event of a further ems rgency.

SIR CHARLES PORTAL suggested that the U,S8. Chiefs of Staff
should be asked to agree that Admiral Mountbatten should be
given the authority which he requested, He ciroulated a
araft telegram to the: Joint Staff Mission,

THE COMMITTEE: -

(a) Approved the draft telegram to the Joint
Staff Mission, :

"(d) Instructed the Becretar}' to arrange for
its despatch,

® BSEACOS 142
Subsequently sent as 008(W)g

THE COMMITTEE took note of a telegram®™ from Admiral
Mountbatten, reporting the situation on the Burma front.

® SEACOS 1l
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15. : OF QNS

THE COMMITTEE considered a Minute by the Prime Minister
(oArculated® personally to each Chief of Staff), eovering a
draft telegram which he proposed to send to General
Auchinleck regarding the possibility of a reduction of the

garrison forces in India, in order to increase the forces
available for Burma,

LIEUT.-GENERAL NYE said that at present there were the
equivalent of 14 brigade groups on tHe north-west frontier,
and 92 battalions employed in imsernal security roles in
India, 1In addition, he thought that there should be a
minimum of 2 divisions as a general reserve in India,

It was suggested that the draft telegram should contain
a paragraph requesting General Auchinleek to consult with
the Viceroy before making his reply.

THE COMMITTEE: -

(a) Expressed entire agrecmont with tho draft
telegram from the Prime Minister to General
Auchinleck, subject to the addition of the
point at sideline “"X" above,

(b) Instructed the Secretamy to orm the
Prime Minister accordingl

® 00S, 621/4
Annex IIX

THE COMMITTEE considered five telegrams® from the
Joint Staff Mission containing details of a plan put
forward by the U,8, Chiefs of Staff for the creation of
a Btrategic Army Air Force (V.L.R.) for the war agains

g
- Japan, to operate .directly under the U3, Chiefs of Staff,

The plan included a proposal that General Arnold should be
in Command as executive agent of the UeS, Chiefs of Staff,

SIR CHARLES PORTAL said that, in his opinion '
ultimate suthority for the control of the proposed ﬁir Force
should be vested in the Combined Chiefs of Staff, Its
creation would undoubtedly raise practical problems, the
solution of which would involve the British Chiefs of
3taff, For example, part of the Force was to operate
from, among other plaices, Ceylon and from bases in India,
and éhasé were theatres of British responsibility. The
Commanders concerncd would bec responsible for the provision

+ J.B.M. 2. 3. ,-l-’ 5 dnd 6'

-7-
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of suitable bases and for their defences In a%% cage
it was clecar that, in the long-term yiew,'the bomber offfort
against Japon would become a combined effort,

Regarding the proposal that General Arnold should
exercise command of thig .Air Force, he .saw no objection,
provided strateglic direction was cxercised by the Combined
Chiefs of Staff. General /rnold's position for the
Japanese war would be that which he %Sir Charles Portal)
had occupied until recently in the European war., Since,
however, this involved a long. term decision on a matter
of principle, he thought that the Prime Minister should
be made aware of the proposal,

THE COMMITTEZ: =
Instructed the Secretary:

(a) to draft a telegram to the Joint
Staff Mission, instructing them
to ask the U.S. Chiefs of Staff to
derec that the proposed new Air
Force should be under the strategic
dircction of the Combined Chiefs of
Starfy

‘€L/6L Y0 .

‘(b) to submitte draft telegram to the
Primc Minister for his approvalp
under cover of a minute informing
him of the point expressed at
'X' above, prior to its despatch,

17 ON..:RY FCRCE
(Brevious Reference: C,.0,5,.(ul) 129th Meeting (0), Mimite 9)

THE COMMITTEE considered a telegram® from the Joint Staff
Mission, reporting further comments by the U.8. Chiefs of Staff
on the ©proposal that one Brazillian infantry division and one
Tighter squadron should be employed in the Mediterranean area,

LIEUT ,~-GENERAL NYE said that he was not clear as to how
far we were committed to agreeing with this proposal since the
recent discussion between the Prime Minister and Mr,. Stettinius,

THE COMMITTEE:-

EEEERE

T

NOISS IW83d LNOHLIM AT IHJVEDO0LOHd 03INQ0NJIH 38 0L LON - LHDIHALOD

B 5

z

(a) Invited ILicut.-General Ismay to ascertain
the outecome of the conversation between the
Prime Minister and Mr. Stettiniuvs !
duwr ing which the matter had been discussed,

M1

B J8M. 9

B
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(d) Invited the Wor Office, in consultation
as necesgary with the Ministry of War
Transport, to report on the dmplications
of providing shipping for the transport
of the Brnzilian forces concerned to
the Mediterranean, and for the replacement

of stocks in the North African theatre
consequent on their move.

8, EOTENTIALITIES OF AUSTRALIA AS A BASE

Referring to the discussion at their meeting® on the
28th Maroh, SIR ANDREW CUNNINGHAM suggested that, in view of
the impending arrival of the Naval Reconnaissance Party in
Australla, Génsral MacArthur should be informed of the purpose

of their visit, and that he should be requested to extend to
them such facilities as might be necessary., :

THE COMMITTEE: -

Instructed, the Secrctary to draft a
telegrs.m5 to the Joint Staff Mission,
requesting the U,S, Chiefs of Staff to
inform General MaeArthur accordingly,
and to arrange for its despatch,

®
~
&
-—
~
@

® C,0.8.(44) 102nd Meeting  (0), Minnte 6
8 Subsequently sent as COS(W) 1207

‘Wrfices of the War Cabinet,
: Slw. 1..'

24TH AFRIL, 1944
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ANNEX I

Copy of a minmtc dated 2lith April, 1 t0_the :

FE?EB Minister from the Secretary, Chlefs o aff Committee
Reference my minute dated 20th April, 19uhé at :

Flag 'A', the Chicfs of Staff have now received the

further views of Gencral Paget in amplification of

393 from the Commanders-in-Chief, Middle East,
about the' situation in Egypt.

2 General Paget now assesses his requirements
under three hypothescs:-

CASE A if the present Govermment goes out of
' office and the Wafd is hostile to us.

CASE B if the prescnt Government is maintained
in power by means of an ultimatum and

the Egyptian Army is non-cooperative
but remains passive.

CASE C if the Egyptian Army is actively hostile
and has to be disarmed,

e In case A, General Paget can meet his rcquirements
from the forces immediately available in Egypt.

U In Case B, without having recourse to Palestine
and 8yris, it appears that he will be deficient of four
- infantry battalions and three armoured regiments, but

this deficiency may be reduced in light of later
information. i

5 If the formetions at present in Palestine angd -
8yria can be utilized in Egypt, General Paget will

-have at his dlsposal sufficient permanent units to

meet his requirements under the worst oase (Case @).
Whether or not he would be Justified in taking these
forces away from Palestine and Syria is a political

issue which in the opinion of the Chiefs of Staff is for .
decision by the war Cabincts If the decision is that they
must not be taken away, General Paget will be deficient

of eighteen infantry battalions, three armoured regiments

and one field regiment to meet his requirements in Egypt
under Case O,

6 - From a military point of view it is not only a
question of troops available but how far operations in
Italy will be affected by interference with the base in
Bgypt. Of the 90 days reserve held for the Allied Armies

in Ttaly, 30 days reserve are located in the Middle East,
Middle East is responsible for the supply of all stores of
Bastern Group origin, which must all pass through g
Bgyptian ports; these include numerous items for Supply
and Transportation scrvices. Reliance 1s to a large
extent placed on base workshops in Egypt for fourth line
repalrs to vehicles and other equipment, and the R,A.F.

rely on the Middle Enst maintenance units manned mainly

By oivilians to produice afvemafi to mect wastage in the
squadrons of the Mcditerraneen Al1116d Alr Foree,

£ Annex to C.0.8, (Ll) 129th Meeting (0)

w0

, | -
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7+ = Any dislocation of the base either by the
use of base psrsonnel or internal disorder, would
undoubtedly affect the ability of Middle East to
Play their part in nourishing the battle in Italy.

8e The Chicfs of Staff also point out that 46

end 56 British Infantry Divisions are resting and
re-equipping -in the Middle East, the former beling 107
deficlent of persomnel and the latter 30%. Any |
prolonged internal security commitment in which they
were involved, would seriously retard the date by
which they will be ready once morce for operations.

e To sum up, the position is that in the best

Case General Paget has sufficient forces, and in the .

worst Case he only will have enough if troops are
moved from Palestine and Syria to Egypt.

(Signed)’ IL.C. HOLLIS

© Crown Copyright
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ANNEX II

LANDING SHIPS AND CRAFT IN THD MIDITPERRANZAN

Revisod 8tatoment by First 8ea Lord

The following table shows the main Landing Ships
and Craft remaining in the Mediterraneasn after all
ordered withdrawals have been nzde:-

L.8,I.(L)

XeAePs (NOt yvet named)
" AeKeAs '

L.S.I¢(M) or (H)
Le8.Te(1) (1 Long term repair)

: -:90uasafay

L.S,.T.(2) (7 Long term repair)

L.8¢Ge
L.C.D.
LoCo T (L) 7u*
104 T ou*

This gives aﬁproximately &8 balanced 1lift for one
Division ship to shore plus another Brigade shore to

shore ingide the Mediterranean,

+ Lack of spares acute and low serviceablility
; to be expected,

24th April, 1944

T
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288

ANNEX III
of a minute dated 24th ggril. 1?#! to _the
gter from the Secreta efs of staff

g

Reference your minute” at Flag 'A', the
Ohlefs of 8taff are all in favour of thr.'é despatch
of your telegram to General Auchinleck* (Flag 'B!),
They suggest, however, the addition of the :
following sentence at the end:

"Wiceroy should, of ‘course, be consulted
and kept informed, "

(8igned) L.C. HOLLIS

~i

@

|

-~
u.

g D 129/4

+ Attached to Secretary's Minute
cos 621/4 i
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W n\"“"MC\r )

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT

]

The circulation of this paper has been strictly limited.

It is issued for the personal use of G!-ll‘lqb“;‘b

' ToP SECRET

Ci~culated for the conslderation of the Chiefs ©

J.P.(44) 118 '
24th April, 1044,

WAR CABINET
' JOINT PLANNING STAFF

THE CALIPH CONCEPT - ATIDE MEMOIRE

Memorandum by the Joint Planning St_aff

As instructed by the Chiefs of Staff, we have prepared the
following aide memoire on the CALIPH concep{;, for use at the
mecting to be held tonight between the Prime Minister and the
chiefs of Staff. The statements in the Prime Minister's mimute
and our comments thereon are set out in opposite columns, In
considering the resources that may be available far such’ an
operation as the Prime Minister has in mind, we have throughout
assumed that there will be no interference with either OVERLORD
or DIADEM es now planned.

Poipts in the Prime Comment
Minister's minute f

1, It will be a seandal if, when 1. We now know from General
the main battle is at 1its Wilson that operation DIADEM
height, say the 20th to the will absorb all army
30th day, we are found with formations in the
two of our finest and most Mediterranean, with the
experienced armoured dlvisians, exception of :=-
less in each case thelr | '
motorised brigades, and 6 or 7 . (a) Forces required for
French divisions, all without ‘seouri ty.

employment. ! _
(b) The 5th French Armoured
Divisons - in North
Africa.
" The 1st French Armoured
Division - in North
Africa.

€L/6L 6YO .

BRE

HOISS IWN3d LNOHLIA ATIVD IHJVNDOLONA 032NA0N4IY 38 0L 10N - AHD I8AL0D

The 91st U.S. division -
undergoing emphibious -
training in North
Africa, This division
will not be ready till
mid=June.

T |||||1|F||
(4 T
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%, What is the day when the bulk 2. -S;H.fi.E.F.

of the transportation for the
battle will be over %

% In what posture may we

reasonably hope to be on
D + 20%

(d) The 9th French Colonial
Division - now concentrating
in GQorsica - am part of the
threat to the South of France
and in preparation for an
operation for the capture
of Elba.after 25tH May,

['Note - We do not kmow whether
General Wilson will, in the
event, have avgilsble

Commandos and Ranger battalions
ﬂlSO. i3 3

Resources in the United Kingdom
- -~

62nd Division - the avail.
abdlity of this division and of
any further resources is subject
to confimation by S.C.A.E.F,

state that up to
D + 90 all the shipping and
landing craft allotted to ,
OVERLORD is likely to be
. employed to capacity. Owing
to the cancellation of ANVIL
there should, however, be
shipping available in the
Mediterranean at the end of May:
with sufficient M.T. and
rersonnel 1ift to carry forces
of the order of two divisions,
If, as 1s considered likely
8 small assault 1ift is
required, assault shipping and
craft would have to be found
from the Mediterransan, The
avallability of vehicle 1ift
wlll depend upon requirements
for DIADEM, though some L\S.I.(L)
for personnel without vehicles
should be available, ~
In any case, the operation
would have to .be mounted in
the Mediterranean since port
foellities in the United
Kingdom would not be available.
Owing to lack of coasters, the
objective chosen should be one
which does not require this
type of shipping,

S We should have some 24 effective
dlvisions gshore, Our bridge-
head, with a porimeter of
perhaps: 90 miles, will include
Cherbourg and a number of
fighter airfields,

© Crown Copyright
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4, What will be the condition 4. It is not possible to give,

of the German fighter and at this stage, a firm answer

borber air force at that to this question, since such

time ? Will it not probably an answer must depend upon

be shot to a standstill and whether the enemy decides to

largely annihilated ¢ usc his available air strength
to Tight vigorously during the
early stages of OVERLORD or
whether he attempts to conserve
his resources., We ossume that
by D + 4 he should have some
1,200 aircraft available for
use in the OVERLORD area.
Assuming that he reacts to our
operations vigorously, by D + 20
this figure should have dropped
to some 750/900 zircraft. The
daily sortie rate should,
howeven, have dropped from 1,000
to 350/400, If, on the other
hand, in the early stages the
enemy conserves his forces, he
should be able, by D + 20, to
operate a dally sortie rate of
1,000,

-12oussafay

€./6. GVYI

9. Will not divisions from the 5, Coast defence divisions are
3t, Nazaire - Bayonne coastal unlikely to be moved and little
sector have been drawvn upon ? reduction is to be expected in
- the strength of the static
defences, One panzer divicion,
covering the Mediterranean
coast, and the other two panzer
divisions in South-West France
will probably have been drawn
northwards into the OVERLORD
battle,

3121440 G¥0O34

May there not be an opportunity 6, There may be such an

for an important diversionary opportunity. We cannot exclude

landing ? the possibllity of the Germans
leaving undefended or very
weakly held, geps in some area
or areas, Our intelligence
should be on the look out for
such an event, and we should
be prepared rapidly to take
advantage of it., An operation
of this kind will probably
depend for its success upon
opposition being reduced to
negligible proportions,

¢ R TR

1
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TTTTT T

4

Could not, for instance, an 7, As has Dbeen stated above, the
Anglo=-French force, with at forces likely to be available
least two armoured brigades are not as numerous as these
and 3 or 4 French divisionms, the Prime Minister has in mind.
be -brought from Algeria and

Moroecco, having moved to

their assembly points in

Sceret, and be mounted where-

cver is thought best on the

Wide front which is open ¢

© Crown Copyright
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292

8. S5t. Jean-de=Luz, Bayonne, to 84 Considerable study hes already

the North or South of becen made of all possible
Bordeaux, La Rochelle or areas on the Biscay coast of
Nantes = all require immediate Francc. annexed is a
study. detailed statement of our
information up to date.®
Perhaps the most promising
are the are” South of the
Gironde estuary and the La
Pallice - La Rochelle area.

Will not some of the shipping
which has carried the army in
* OVERLORD be available in time
to rcach Oran and Casablanca?

See comment on parc. 2,

Camot a dozen auxiliary Seven assault carriers will
carriers no longer required be available and the

in the narrow waters,; and necessary hombarding vessels.
bombarding vessels, which :

have done their part, be

made available?

There never was such g ‘¢ fully apgree that if any

chance for a surprise descent French forces can be spared
into a population eager to frow the build-up in Italy

revolt. This is a2 fine they should be employed in

country for armoured cars and the liberction of their own
tanks. The French ought to country. e must point

have a show in France and not . out, however, that the area
merely be made to send more on the West coast of France
divisions to Italy. is not one in which the

‘ resistance movement is stronge

€./6L VY0 ..

This would, of course, all 12« We agree.
Qave to fit in with General

Wilson's plan for amphibious

feints, etc. in the

Mediterranean.

FTTT T

(Signed) G, GRANTHAM
CeS. SUGDEN
W.L. DAWSON

1

- J
NOISS IWN3d LNOHLIM ATTVD IHAYNDOLOHd 032Na0Hd43¥ 38 0L LON LHD 14AdO
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Offices of the Wear Cabinet,
Se e 10

I

2IL'TH APRIL, 194k,

¥ 4 similar study has been made of areas
in the South coast and particulars are
included in the annexed statement.
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ETRAL CONSIITITRATTIONS

P e

T Lea Conditiena,. This coast is fully exposed to the AITANTIC weather, Any winds from the western sector will couse heavy seas to break on the beaches, In 293
spite o1’ calm local conditions there is frequently a heavy swell coused by some distant disturbance, Thile thia swell will not make landing impossible, the ch;meg of*
successiully unveaching craf't ave slight, as it is pruvbable that landing erart will be driven up onto the beach. Days when really calm sea cmlzlit;ions f:rcvu:‘ll 7a.re few

and fui between. iaintenance over the beaches cannot thezrefore be relied upon,

& Beaches, ihe opeaches to the north of the k. GIRCNDy exe few, There are extensive becches to the south of this river, reaching almost to the Spanish frontier
pome 150 miles to the souvhward, These are only suitable for infantry us there arc few exits, and the turrain buciding them is unsuitable for M, T. )

% Ports. All ports will be subject to extensive prepared demolitions,

S Toenmy Opposition. Initial l=nd opposition is 1liksly e be not more than one defensive division, This could be reinforced Ly elements of defensive diviaions cn
gither side and subsequently by at least one offensive division Irom either the OVERLORD battle, ITALY or the South of FRANCE, Air opposition is unlikely to wxeued
150-175 sircraft, including 50-75 L.R. bombers.

R
REACETS TEFENCES f USE 07
) ATRPORMG  TROOPS
Muaner zldil‘ezzgth Iits ete, Port ‘Coast a.n-i; ATIFTELDS Suiltability; Distance
distunce | I Beaches, | AND L.CGs. of pround | from
! 2 on opuning from port! NEAR CCAST. . bases,
c) fenks |

PORT 1 LOGLITON AID CONCLUSTONS

DESCRTPTION,

]
i
i
| " | i . 1
LOITENT |At nmouth of («.«, ood ¥y Inf, and {79 C.D. {16 ¥d, ana|l airfiela, UK Oving to the wvery heavy
iR BLAVED, ('.JJ Cood 1 {B 5 vithi Tks, M,T, |guns inel, |lied, 7ma.|Strips could | 22 defences o coup de radn does
{35 miles from (o, Good b viil re- | 2 Hy, be construct- | miles |not scem possible, With a
isaa,, U=boat 1 ache cudire some| 19 HAZL. ed, ! larpe Navel bombardment
beLsce il 1) rd. | force, and air supvort, it
i Open to s, i might be possible to copture
| the port by employing an air-
i boime div. and tro sesborme
i assanlt diva, In this case
the port is likely to he
carpletely demolished by the
{time it is ccpbured, and
it‘nercforc not availoble for
!:;li_fzpir.[, for at least 30 doys.

| minefields
| Radar,

i
| ‘ |
I | the west, |Booms end i
i
|
]

i
{
i
{
i
l

I ! CE

Fair exits|26 C,D. Port lOne L.G. Very similar to LORIENT in
jwith good | guns, defences | Strips every respect, and the swume

night be v couclusicns can be draani, The
canstrue- | beaches are ruther better and
the dGefences not quite so

ST. MAZATHE) At mouth of

IRe LOIHE on
north Lani, | conme. incl, 3 |mostly
Artificial 1inland, or 4 Iy. jcover

herbour. i

iCpen %o 9 Rly.gpuns|beaches. | ted.
i i the west. |8 Fdepuns heavy, but the port, by reason
! 12 Hehohs |of ite construction, is open
One; r |I‘m~tia_1}.y 14 iL/CD i to greater damage by demolition
2z miles sreltered | gune. |and it would therefors be bout
H, W, only. to the Boams. ib-D—GO deys befure it could be
wests Tinefields) ) operatii.

Fair exits|Padar,

(a) Yair (a) 2000 tons St,Yesaire i
C.D, Strips : : . ‘ by
der'ences could »e ¢ ; miles | asseult, it lics 35 miles up a
10 HaA prs constructed, {z'ivar at thL_: x?.n'trmcu tom which

stands ST,IEZALMIRD. It would
not, thercfore, be o feasible
operation without first captur-
ing the latter port, and mein- |
taining forces over the |
ST, NAZATRE beoches. '

N, bank of
R.LOIRE; Ebg Hoir (b) 5000 tons
35 niles ¢) Feir

from mouth,
Commercial
port. | required,

|

260 to seize this port by airborme

s

1 airficld, EU.F_. idthough it might be pussiblg

Coasters o
lighterage

dVY¥D0L0Hd 032NQ0¥dIN 38 0L LON - LH9I1¥A40D
€L/6L 8Y0 =
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% Li PALLICE/LA ROCHELLE
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PORT FACILITIES BEACHES ' DEFENCES USE OF

ATRPORE TROCPS
Suitebility! Dictanes CONCIUSIONS
Beuches, Al L.Gs. | of pround fran
NEiR 00isT, bases,

(a) Pers. | copacity: distonce
(b) BT, Ea) on opening{from port
(c) Tenks | (b; 30 days
lI later, |
i
On coast 40 a) G } (a) 600 tons One; for 200° | None, 65. 0,D, is T 1 pirfield,
miles north ‘ (b; 149 tons Ien::r;';unble :excc;.:t for| muns incl, 3 T.L.G.S.
of mouth of ) jlendings | Inf', 11 Ey. Strips main employing an airborne aiv,
GIRONDD, |only, | ) 34 74, ouns could be- end eight coimandos, It should
IIE IE 3 1% ! | 10 Hia zun constructed. be possible, eventually, to
miles off=chore. : 11 &./CD build up ond medntain up to six
=hoot basze, One between 1Fair exits! guns. divs., using both poitz and the
Lé PaLLICE: iwell shel-|Booms and beach, This would allow the
and 1 2500% | tered but |Minefields. deployment of 3= divs, as a
LA ROCHELLE swell I striking force,
H.W. only., | prouable
' i jin S.W.
|wincls.
|

S " Stores dwdly |Mudber endjlengthixits etc. Coast and | ATRFIELDS

[
LOCLETON 4KD 1 %0
DESCRIPIION, |

i

It might well be possible to
capture these ports by a coup de

|
.
I

5.7, bank at (a) Good (a.) 500 tons |One about l&.OCO"‘"Gooc’l for |59 CD guns;17 CD guns;Two L.Ga. U.X. + might be possible to
mouth of R, Eb) Poor (b) 500 tons |3 miles, E:r,ni'. but inel, 6 Hy.Proportion Strips 360 silence the C.D. guns at the
GIRONLE. ¢) Poor |Very poor 19 Fd.punas: of Fd. might be riles, |mouth of the GIRONDE using
Trans-+TLANTIC ifor M, 7, inel,3 Ply.guns. constructed M,AFRICA] about & commandos and at the
liner port. yand tanks. |3 HAA | north of £50 saine time seize IE VERDIN,

; To0is i SIRONDE miles. |Building up a force of any
i mlar ! Estuary, . size would be difficult since
; neither the port nor the
| beaches are suitable for 1i,T.
i or tanks, Any landings could
E ‘ be easily sezled off since the
1

port lies on the south side of
the Estunry.

|
| |
1

: i i
1011 R.GARCITE | (e (a} 3000 tons {35 wiles |Whole 'Inf, only |CD as for (ne good
45 wmiles Irom ) (b) 5600 tons iat {west and Dukws, | L VESDON, t cirficld, i
nouth | AdCLCHQN, |const |exzcent soh. not Surins
CIRONDE. | i of jsmall no. | knowm, could be
; Large com- : |1ED0C {of vehi- constructed.
i mercial. port and Fenin-;oles ot
| U=boat base. sula I, LRCACION.
: i from normal asszuli is therefore
‘. | ARCA- |For the . | ruled out unless a large number
| most part of Dukws are available, In
open to . this case ot least two assault
iwest, and two followeup divs, would be
required,

€L/6L GYO ..

Due to its distance fron the
coast and from .illied air bases,
a coup de main would not be
feagible. /lthough the becches
along this part of the coast are
extensive, the use of 1,7, or
tanks is almost Limpossible, &

321440 Q¥

It might well be possible to

IS' bank of Ea) Good (a< 750 tons |2 within ten~-Inf. only |24 guns g i i Ueke
R.4DOUR % to b? Poor (b; 1500 tons |3% miles |eive. |and Dukws.|incl. 6 520 capture tiis port with L coiriandos
3% miles from (¢} Poor on either i Hy. sdles |eond 2 assault bdes. It has the
sea, Small Coasters side of 17 Fd, qund NLAFRICH sreat disadvintage however thet
cormerical or craoft . mouth of 2 Rly, sung 510 only coasters or landing craft
port. onlye. river., A.A.not miles |could be employed to build up

i known, additional forces, due to a sand

! | bar at the mouth of the R.ADOUR.

i Yhen the port is working and
proviced coasters were aveailable
it might be possible to maintain

3 divs, This would not be
sufficient to hold the port end

| provide the necessery striking

i forece,

II?]!?—I

T
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SOUTH COAST OF FRANCE

5L, CQNSIDERATIONS

1, Terroin. The aree is bounded on the west by the PYRENEES, which meet the

Teyradn, ° : coost ot the Spanish frontier; end on the east by the AIPS which reach the sea Jjust east of
JARSEILLES, Between these two lies the coanstal plain of LANGUEDOC, backed by the mountainous mass of the AUVERGIE, There are two natural routes from the coustal
plain through theae mountains; the CARCASSOIE gap, rwming MN.W. from SETE to TOULCUSE, and the RHONE Valley, which runs north from MARSEIIIES to LYONS.
coaste Between the Spanish frontier and MARSEILIES the cozst line in general is low and marshy, broken by lagoons and water courses. To the east of IMARSEILLES the
m— Ly e . 5
character of the coast changes. There are mony stretches of steep and unscoleable cliffs and a rocky shore predaminotes, broken by many narrow sandy benches, from
which the land rises sharply, 4 coastol boarrage minefield is probebly laid outaide the 20 fathom line, X ’
ports. 411 ports will be subject to extensive demolitions. . -

Tney, Opposition. 60 defensive divs., 1 offensive div. plus p
divs, from N.W, ILALY afier an assaulte

Air opposition is unlikely to exceed 175 cireraft, of which 75 might be L.R.

ossibly 2 offensive divs, en route Prom TTALY to OVERLORD, These might be further reinforced by 1-2

Borbers and 75 S,E. Fighters.
r_.-—‘————l'

! ! = i TSE oF

| PORT PLCILILCIES BEACHES L DEFEITCES ATRPIEIDS| .IRBORNE TROOPS CONCLUSIONS

DESCRIPTION, [For: Stores Gnily | uber end)LengthExits etc. | Port |[Coost ond XD L.Ga. |Suitability|listance
) Pers,| capacity: aistance Deeches. NEAR COAST| of ground from
2 HeTs Ea) on opening |from port ; bases.
/

LOCATION AND

i &

| (o

! () Tanks|(o, 30 days
‘ later
|
I

b

1

PoRt VENDRES| 64 miles north (a) Good (a.) 600 tons | Two within!Total ‘Good for 3 strongpta NIL. Only north ; j /Jthough this port could

of Spenish {(b) Poor (b) 1200 tons |5 miles, LO00* inf, and 6 Pillboxes! Strips . of port. be assoulted wnd captured
frontier. [(c ) Poor Mo T N.Cs,. could be frirly cesily it is not’ -
Fishing port. ! Wire, construct— suitoble for unlooding M,T.
| ‘ Possivly ed near or tanko and therefore does

nines. veoaches. not reclly meet. our,
‘ 2 recuirencnts,

|
!
R

|| (a‘( 1000 tons | (ne zlong ‘160‘)0" Beits for |41 wed, or!h strong- l Til. Restricted | N, JIFRICA The beacres o this
t (b) 3000 tons | sics porhi Inf, only.|lte CD points .| Strips possibly toy 450 _ |portion of i

I | 1o routes ! guns. M.Gs. might be |the N.E. for miles, toor for v
i ‘inlmd. Posaibly 4|Wire ond congtruct- small

|

eLISL avo _-aouasafay

-¢1al ports | there being ;

\ the rond thot runs on an
embanlaaent & short distuance
inland. The establishment

! Rly. gas. |Mines : 6i M.E. of!forces

! 10 ¥4 A, tonk port. tonlye

! Tooms ond | wall, i

1 nets. 1 | of a ©beach head would be

| Flane- camplicated even using |

! throvers Dukws, The use of airborne

Minefields troops would be restricted

hiie . by the ground to smell

parties. Although SETE has

a finul capacity of 6000

tons a doy it ds cpproached
through csmaols which are
ezsily blocked, ond exits

| from the port are very

\ difficulé. It is there~

330 Qu0J3Y

3J 1

|
|
|

fore not suituble as o bose.
1t has been rejected in the
LIVIL plan, :

|
|
|
|
i

NOISS IWi3d LNOHLIA A1V | HdVEDO0LO0Hd Q3onaoyd3y 38

ltfor .7, |Lt. gunse | CD uns Strips 450 has alrecd: been studied
Plain. |end tenks. ? Dohehe 25 Lt could be miles, in some deteil for [IVIL.
Lergest | i Booms and | CD guns construct- T4s ocopture is beyond the
commerciel port ! nets. L5 Lt. ed vest of SARDINIA | scope of & "Coliph"
in FRAWCE, ! ! Jinefields! AA/CD guns the porte 300 conception.

Radar, heTk, well 1 wiles,
L airong=
‘ points.
1
i

Good

; !
WiHSEILLES |Bastern end of QEa Good | (a) 3040 tons Poor exits| 4l Ned. or|30-iied. WILe | NoAFRICA The copture of this pert
LaNGUEDOC 1(b) Cood (b) 5000 tans 1
(o
| |
1

|
|
| {10 Pill-
‘ boxes

| i MG 'f"_!."'{jf}f._\
i 1Good exits: {20 Med, or -
1 i ' A for Inf. | i Lt.CD guns
‘ i {ond 17T | | Ao Tkoditches
I

|

| : | and walls.

i 4 | rixe, WoGBe

; ‘ {1020 A,Tkeguns
i pillboxes

sy =
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PORT PACTLITIES EEACHES DEFENCES - i
For: Stores doily |Vamber and |Length Exits etc,| Port  (oast and ATRPTFLDS Fuitability| Distence | CONCLUSIONS

n) Pers, capacity: distance Beaches, IND L.Gs. | of ground from

b) M.T. Ea.% on opening|from port

c b

NEAR CQLST,| bages.
Tenks 30 doys ]

later,

As for MARSEILLES.
L00O tons Lt, CD gung Strips

guns
2 HoA.A. A, Tk.ditch could be

Booms and (Wire constructed
nets, 3 strong=
linefields | points
|Radar 5 A.Tk.

guns

Good for 3 Lt. C.D.
Inf, ,M.T. guns

and Tanks. |As Tk,ditoh
Wire

10-14 Ao Tk
guns or
pill=-
boxes.

Good

%a. Good ((ag 3000 tans 06 Med, or L0 Lt.C.D. 1 Airfield
) Good b
(c

gL/6L YO ...
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BB.ITAHNIC MAJESTY' f B

8 GOYERNMENT

The circulation of this paper has been strictly limited.

; XA RS % :
‘ﬂm ' MM‘B
MOST SEORETxmmm B Copy No&?‘z

TOP_SECRET ‘

J.B. (LY) 119

2LTH LTRIL, 194h,

LR

RETLY M0 MEDCOS 100,

Hote by the Joint Plonning St

In ncecrdence with instructions, we hove
prepared the cttached draft telegrom to J.8.0M.
Washington,

(Sipned) GRANTHAM
8. SUGDEN
L

« DAWSON

4
C,
I

e

O0ffices of the War Cabinet,
S.W, 1.
24TH APRIL, 1944.

£ C,0.8,(44) 132nd Mecting (0).
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ANNEX

LT IR OIS s MY T 1
DRADTT TELDGER, .11 TO J.0. .

a4 1 v
Menane U

i.w
J.3.1. Vashingston,
TOF SHCRET

tie ape in general agrcement with General Wilson's

appreciation in TEDCOS 100, There ore however certain
fapther points vhich, HMeestcesstss, vou chould put to
U.5, Chi r of Stafl.
2 We consider that an cppertunity may arize at some
period after OVERLORD D + 20 vhich would cnable a port
on weat const of France to be seized at little cost,
thercby cpening up o furthcr point of entry inte France
and of foring opportunity for cmployment of land forces

% reguired for DILADEN, for cxample, 9lst U.S. Diviaion
1 the twe French armoured divisionc referred to in
0% 100, parsgraph L.

Such an opportunity would ocecur LT as o result
tlel sueecop of ] Geprmon divisions now on west
wepe withdrowm, ] g unlikely that German

opc monning static comot defences will Do conple tely
withdrovm, we consider that whoatever arrongoments are
procticoble, without repeat without interfering rith
OVERLORD or DIADEM, chould ncw be made to cnable a Port
te be seized if ot the time cuch an opcration seems
feasibla,

..
Gl

lte It oovpears to us that a small assault 1ift, ond
possibly come airberne forces, would DC neccssary. "

[ --'U
realisc that the asenult 1ift could only be provided fironm
the Mediterprancen, :nd then only if all other amphiblous
operations thercafter were siven up. Nevertheless, in
certoin ciprewmstances, this might be best use of aveil-
nhle resources, Code nore for this conecept in following
telegroms
5T Plamming of this opcration will reqguire clesest
co=-oprdination between $.C.L.0.F, snd SACHED, Ve cannot
tell now whether or when conditions roguired for its
success will arisc, but we are surc plans chould be
prepared now to enable ug to selze the opportunity 38 it
COIICE o tfe therefore sugrect that 8.0,...EBeFe ond SACHED
should be instructed to cxamine this conecept together
and draw wp outline plonas,

64 Reference Peragraph 6(c). e ngree no entry into
the south of Feance could be made ecxcept under RLNKIN
conditions, but we think to tackle these on an ad hoe
besis would leave too much to chance,. We proposce thot
SACMED should be instmucted to oxomine and preparc plans

- o )

as fapr ns possible to mect this contingency,

© Crown Copyright
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299

6(b), Althoush General
g to his primary objcet of
wiey from OVERLORD, we are not clear
to do this if the Germans atterpt an
1 to the Pisa - Rimini line, g
se that he should be asked to cxplain this
raph and give us his plen for destroying and
ntaining the naximum nunber of German formations
in this cvent,

If U,5. Chief's of Staff agree with proposals
in paragraphs 6 and 7 we will instruct Genersl
Wilson nccordingly.
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