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B.C.0.Fs — FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS

(Zrevious Reference: C.0.5.(46) B4th Mtz. Min. 10)

THE COMMITTEE invited the War Office, in consultation
with the ..dmiralty, .ir Ministry and Treasury, to take
inte account in their exomination of the financial
arrangements for the B.C.0.Fs a further telegram* from
the British/Indian element of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

-~

in /justralia on this subjects

+ £ACCOS 8

2 IRANSFER _OF COMMAND OF FORCES IN GREECE

(Drevioms Reference: C.0.8.(L6)Uth Mtg,, Minute 7)

LOKD TEDDER handed round copies of a dAraft telegram
to AeFuHeYe stating that, in order to start reducing
our comnitments cnd starf in Italy, 1t had been decided
to transfer responsibility for the British foreces in
Greece to the CommanAdsrs-in-Chiecf, Middle East, with
gffect from the 15th Mcreh,

LORD [iL/NBROOKE agreed, and handed round coples of
a draft supplementary telegram sugesting consequential
amendments to the instructions contained in telegrams
Nos. COSMED 248 and 249,

THE COMMITTEE:

(a) Lpreed that the transfer of
responsibility for British
forces in Greece to the
Communders—in-Chicf, Middle
Enst, shoull take effect from
the 15th March, 1946,

(b) Approved the despatch of the draft

telegrams® put forward by C..A.S.
and Co Io GeS,s

x Sent as COSMED 250
and 02,107
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b VICTORY CELEEBRATIONS - MILITAN LoRADES

LORD ALANBROOKE said thnt the .djutont General
had raised certain points which affected the other
services regarding the orgrnisation of the Victory
Tarades on June 8the He sugirested thot the Chiefs
of Staff should discuss these problems with the
Ldjutant General at thelr meeting the following
Wednesday, 13th March, and that Lord Tortal of
Hungerford, who wrs being invited to take part in the
Parades, should be nsked to come to the meetinge.

T 11

T

THE COMMITTEE:

321440 Q80034 D178Nd

TTT] T 1]

2

Instructed the Secretary to
invite Lord "ortal of
Hungerford and the Ldjutant
General to their meesting the
following Wednesdoy, as
proposed by the ColelGaBe

6.qQV O
—:aouBLa[3Y

B.C.0.F. = DIRECTIVE TQ COMM. NDER~IN-CHIEF

(Previous Reference: C.0.85.(46) 34th Mti. Min. 6)

THE COMMITTEE considered the following telegrams -

Sy

(1) Nose 105 = 107 from the Government of
‘ustralla, giving the text of a draft
directive to the Commander—in—Chief,
B.Cs0.F., which was being considered
by the Commonwealth Government, and on
which the latter had requested the comments
of the othcer Governments concerned.

‘371440 Q¥0234
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JCOSA 43 & 44 giving the obscrvations of
The Joint Chiefs of Staff in sustralia
on certain pararaphs in the directive.

NOONOT

».0C08 6 from the British/Indian element
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Australia,
reporting, with reference to the draft
Airective, that the .wustrallans intended
to appoint General Northcott to act as the
Senior Commander of the fustralian
Contingent of B.C.0.F. in addition to

his duties as Commander—in-Chief, B.C.0.F.

With regard to the draft directlve, the Chiefs of
gtaff expressed the view thot in its present form, it
was too long and contained too much detall. The
instructions resurding finaneial, disciplinary, ete.,
responsibllites would huave been better included in-Appendices.
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Tt wns apreed that the directive should be referred
to the Joint Planning Staff for exnmination. At the same
time 1t was recognised that certain aspects of the draft
directive concerned o nuiber of Govornmcnt'%epurtmonta.' The
J01n% Plaopning Staff should refer those matters outside thelr
compass for eXaminatvlon by the relevant departments conccerned.
With regard to the noints rnised in 1,008 6, the
Chiefs of Staff were strongly of the opinion that it would
be most unsatisfactory for ceneral Northcott to nct as
Senior Commander of the Justrallon Contingent in addition
to his Auties 5 Commender—in=Chief of the Commonwealth
Forces The British element, J«Ce0sSaiie should be
instructed to press strongzly for the appointment of a
separate Commander for the .ustralian Contingent, and
the Joint Dlanning Staff chould draft a reply to 24.CC0O8
6 putting forward ony ndditional arguments they could
in favour of separate Commonderse. The question of whether
or not to raise this problem on A Governmental level
coull be eonsidcred il ncecssary in the light of the
Australian rce..ctions to this renowed oonproachs

THE COMMITTEES

(a) Tnotructed the JointiPl rning 3taff,
in conrultetion with the

Do rhients copecerned,

to examine the proposed directive
to the Commander—in-Chief, B.C.0.F,
-nd its nnnexuras, nnd to prepare
a droft renly to the australian
Government telegronmss

(v) Instructed the Joint “1anning Staff
to prepare, ns & matter of urgency,
~ dApnft reply to 20CCOS 6, instructing
the British/Indirn element, JCOS.,
to press the Justralians to appoint
n separate Commander of the Justralion
Contingent.
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6. BoCoOoFo by J.\I\.ESS J.'LND _.U—BT.JIGITV

(Drevious Referencet 0.0.S.(46) 3lst Mtr. Min. 18)

THE SECKET..RY had becn informed that the Director of
Sublic Relations, War Office, hal agrecd with his
onposite numbers 1n the Admiralty cnd Air Ministry, that
so far as press 'nd publicity mntters for the B.C.0.F.
and J.Cs0.8 iy WSS concerned, he would toke nction on
behalf of the three Service Ministrics. It was intended
that this arran oment woull nlso auply to nll future
mrtters of this kind in connection with Japan.

y VENEZI.A GIULLA - ISSUE OF JOINT ST..TEMENT

A telcoram® from SACMED to the Combined Chiefs of
Staff, requestin® the igsuc of n joint statement to be
made by the British ond U.0e Covernments that it was
their Tirm intention to mointain their present position
in 7one 'A! of Venezila Giulia until an azpreed political
settlement hol beon reached ~nd ratified by them, has
been referred to the Foreim O0ffice, with o request
thot they will rdvise the Chicfs of Staff on the
ingtructions to bo sent to tue Jolnt Staff Mission as
regnrds the reply to be sent to Genergl Morgone The Joint
gtaff Wizoion havce subscquently asked” for instructions,

+ NAF 1118

114
£ JSI1 193

8. TERMIN..TION OF SUIHEME ALLIED COMMAND IN SeEereCo =
TRANSFER OF CIVIL RES.’ONSIBILILIES

The Wor Office hnve been invited, in consultoation
with the other departments cuoneurned, to deal with a
telesram® from Admiral Mountbatten on the mattoers which
he proposes to tpemefer co the Speelnl Commissioner,
the Governor Gencrol or the Coloninl Governors upon
termination of the Suprems Allied Command in South Eas?t

Aslae

u SEACOS 685
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9. CLEARANCE OF MINES IN S.1ie/ieCe

(Previous Reference: C.0.8.(46) 31lst Mtg. Min. 6)

THE SECRET.RY had been informed by telephone of the
approval of the War Office and Adr Ministry to the
despatch of a telegram to S.h.CeBelals prepared by the
Ldmiralty at the request of the Burma Office, asking
when it was expceted that the port of Moulmein would
be cleared of mines in view of 1its importance as a vlce
exporting port. The telegram had therefore been
deepatched” s

¥ Sent as COSSEA <81l

10, CiiCITY OF TROOPSHIPS EAST OF SUEZ

CeSedrs (46) 18

(- pevious Reference: C.s0.S.(46) 27th Mtg. Min. 10)

THE SECRETARY hrd been informed by telephone of the
approval of the Chiefs of Staff to & report by the
Principal Adqministrative Officers Commlttee recommending
the despatch of a telegram to General Auchinleck
agreeins that in view of the approaching hot weather;
he mi ht revert to "East of Suez capncity" for all U.K.
bound troopships. The telegram hod therefore been
despetched o

," Sent as COS(INDIA)44
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11. TORTIFICATIONS IN SICILY AND SARDINIA
C.0,S.(u6) 6L

THE COMMITTEE had before them a letter from the Forelgn
0ffice enguiring whether the Chiefs of gtaff were still of the
same opinion with regard to the prohibition of naval, military
end air force installationg in Siecily and Sardinisa, as
expressdd in their "brief" prepared in September of last
year for the guidance of the Forelgn Secretary in discussions
on the Peace Treaty with Italy. The Foreign Office suggested
that in view of the information now available with regard to
the installations on these islands, the chiefs of Staff might
agrec that theilr requirements would be met by the prohibition
of construction of new installations, together with such
reduction of the present defences as the other delegeations
could be pursuaded to accept,

There was general agreement that the views of the Foreign
Office should bc accepted,

LORD CUNNINGHAM circulated the text of the draft Article
%4 of the Italian Peace Treaty, which he suggested conformed
more exactly with the views of the Chiefs of staff.

There was general agreement with the text of the draft
Article 31 of the Italian Peace Treaty as circulated by the
First Sea Lord.

THE COMMITTEE:-

(a) Agreed with the views expressed by the
Forelign Office.

(b) Instructed the Secretary to inform®the
Foreipn Office of theilr agreement, and
to state at the same time that the
text of the draft Article 31 of the
Italian Peace Treaty Voo acceptable from
the military point of view

£ cos(y45) 198, Amnex I
# Annex I
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12. UNITED N.TIONS ORGANISATION

THE COMMITTEE considered a letter fron C.-in-C. India
enguiring whether ony proposals had yet been formulated for
the represcntation of India on the Military Staff Committee
of the Security Council, having regard to the fact that India
was represcnted by its own separatc delegation at the United
Nations Confcrence in San Froncisco and occupled a dominant
position in the Indian Qecean ared.

LORD .L..NBROOKE said that the sugrestion put forward by
g, -in-0, India for Indian representation on the Military Staff
committec was not possible as, evel if India was granted
Dominion status, the United Nations Chartcr laid down that the
Military Staff Committec would be composcd = for the present
anyvay = of representatives of the "Bipg Five".

LORD CUNNINGH.M agreed with the Chief of the Imperial
General Staff, and pointed out that India could, however, be
represcnted on the Sceurity Council, He sugrested that 1t
micht be voluable if the Dominions, including India, were
invited to send staff officers 1o ~ork with the British
rcpresentotives on the 1ilitary Staff comalttec in an
advisory capanclty. He reenlled thot tho rustralions had
alrendy raiscd on a povermrenti.l lovel, auringc the rccent
conference, the question of beins consulted by the "illitary
staff Committee on I'ar Fastern problems, and he supgested -
thot if the Indinn covernacnt held the ownc view, thcy

~1so should roise 1t on y ;ovcrmnuntul.luval.

THE COMMITTEE:-

Instructcd the Secretary to reply* to the
lctter from C,-in-C. India on the lines
cxpresscd by then in discussion,

% annex ITI (To follow)
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AY

1%, TRILS'L: USE .8 . MI, IT..RY SUPPLY 7.0l

C.0.S.(L6) 65 (0)

THE COMMITT.LL had before them a letter fronl the Forcign
Office cormenting on & telepram™ from Guneral Horgfan and
recommendinge that the Chicts of Staff represcnt strongly to
the Combined Chicfs of Staff the lupurlence of finding &
solution to Gunur:l liorgan's difficultius, which would not in
any wey entoil the abondoniient of our position in Trieste.

1 RD LLANBROOIE said that the Foreign Office did not
represent the situntion fully as they gove the impression that
General Horpan was abandoning the usc of Tricvste, which was
not the cascs DBecouse of the recent manpower cuts in service
streneth, Guneral lor{on found it imnossible to retain
cuplicate port orgenisctions at Tricste and Venice for the hondling
of militoary storus. Thoru was no question of ceasing to use
Tricste, whieh would continue to be utilisud Tor the import
of' cual ond RP.OI.partly bucausc of its suitability for thuse
commoditivs, hut chicefly huenusu the Supreme Comaander
realiscd the nced to retain military control of the port.
Tricste would, thurclfore, continuc to be uscd at full
en neity in any cose for the noxt fuw months. Meanwhile,
cxpansion at Veniee weuld Le 1ittle, but it would certainly
be nuecessary o nointnin a chodow ort hondling orpmimtim 2t
Venice in ci.oe trouble oceurred ot Tricste involving
the elosure of thot norte .ny coyrdtment invelved in rctainang
an orconisation at Venieo would be more than off-sct by the
larece reductions mode over Itely as a wholce Ib was his
op.inion, thercfore, that as tic wmenpower reductions wert
inuvitable, Gunural Morgan must be civen a free hand to
gchicve than and to run his administrotion in the most
ceonoinicol wav. ’

10D 4. DDLER apread with thuse viuws and said that the
Chnicfs of Gtarf should not, therclfore, meke
represcntotions to the Combined Chicrs of Staff ;
to altel the vecomaundations mode by Guneral Morpgan in his
telegrais.

THL COMITTLE =

(a) arreed withh the viows ux, ressed by tho Chief of
the Dnoorial Gueneral Staff above)

(L) Instructed thu Swerobary to infend® the
Foreign Office neecordingl; e

£ NoE LTLLB
s Annex ITTI
CHINESL THCURS IONS

(L6) 66

(Previous Refurenee: CoQeise (46) 3Uth iitile, Ivem 12)

CHL GOMMITTEL had buforc thoew 2 letter from the Foreign
off ice asking if the chicts of staff would lssue instructions
to Genural Curton du wiart to raisc thue watber of ch;nusu
incursions in the Myitkyina arcea orally with Generalissilmo
Chionc-Koi-Slick o the lincs surocsted by the Foruipn Office.
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LORD CUNNILGI..I{ acreed with the views cxpressed by tho
Foruign OfTice and cireulnted o draft tcelegram to Gencral
carton dc¢ iiart wsking hinm to suuk an interview with the
Guonuralissimo on this subjuct, and to ress that orders
should be issucd for the witndrewal of Chinuse troons from this
aprea 08 goon as 1085ihlue

LORD .\LANBROOKE su;rustud thot it would also hu exoudiunt
to ask odinicol countleticn for his on ruciation on the gsituation
in North koot Burma, und informing him that reprosentations
were buine mede tu the Chinese ,uthoritics, Meanwhilc he showld
take no oction arainst the Chinesc until the rusults of
diplomatic cetinn in Chunt Kinge wiru Knovine A draft telegran
gns circuluted to this effoct.

THE CORiiITT s & =

(o) i proved thu draft telerrail to Gunoral Curton
de wiart circuloted by the rirst Scva Lord,
and instructed the Scerctary to arrance for
its dusictchg™

- roved tho draft telurrad circulated by the
Apiof of the Imperial guneral 3talf to
Lfiienl ounthatten, and instructud the

geepclory Lo arrange fopr its wwepateh™;
o 3 i 3

metructed the Seerctary to notify thu
forvirn Officu of tho netion taken &hioves
+ Scnt as 0Z41015
# Sunt 68 COSSL.. L83

15, BeCaOoells = CONNECTING ..IR TR.NSZCORT SERVICES

In anticipation of instruectiocns, the .ir Ministry
hove been recuested to exrmine, in consultntion with the
departments conccrned, o telegrom/ from BIEJCOS. on the
air 1ift requirements for B.CsQeFs,y rnd to prepare a draft
reply on the receipt of n full resort to be forwarded
by JCOSH when completeds -

£ BRINDEL 72 (1Z+153%2)

officcs of the Cabinct nnd
Minister of Dcfence, B.%W.71.

e oeE, 19L6.

¥

© Crown Copyright

371440 Q¥023Y 2178Nd

6.4V

o7

—rzoudsafay

‘301440 QY0034

9178Nd 3IHL 40 NOISS |HY¥3d LNO

-HLIM ATTVD IHJVHDOLOHd Q32N00H 43N
38 OL LON - HJY¥DOLOHd LHDIHALOD

NOONOT



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB-79-45-9 12.jpg

JNNEX I

In reply to your letter dated 2nd torch, 1946, with
regord to the fortifieations in S8icily onl Sardinia, the
Chiefs of Staff ot their mecting this morning: agrecd with
the sugrestion which you ande  in paragraph 5 of your
letter, “nd instructed @mc to inform you accordingly.

In adiition, the chiofs of Stare hed beforc then
the text of ‘rticle 31 of the Italian Peoece Treaty as
at present drofted, onl they instructed me to inform you
that they weoe in full toreimeny with this droft ona
that it corrcetly cxpressed their views,

I attoeh o cony of the text which thc Chicfs of
Staf” hrd Lofore thcm,
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ANNEX IT

COY OF LETTER (REF. C0S4266/6) D.TED 7TH
M.RCH, 1946, TO GENER.L AUCHINLECK

In reply to your letter (C-in-Ce Sectt/274) dated
20th February 1946 to the Chiefs of Staff, on the
representation of India on the Military gtaff Comnittee,
the Chiefs of Staff have instructed me to express thelr
views as Tollows.

2 The Chiefs of Staff have already given instructions
to their representatives on the Military Staff Committee
on the question of Dominion co—=ordination. They con-
sider that, since the Dominions and India are regarded

by U.N.O. as separate sovereign states, the British
representatives should seek muldance, on all matters
relating to Dominion military interests, from the British
Chiefs of Staff; and that London should be regarded as
the co—ordinating centre for Dominion interests as a wholee
Furthermore, as the United Natione Cheorter lays down

that the Military Staff Committee shall be composed of
representatives of the Big Five, 1t 1s not possible for
India, even when granted Dominion status, to have 2 sead
on the Committec.

e The Chiefs of Staff are aware that occasions will
probably arise. when India and the Dominions will have to
be formally represented ot meetings of the Military Staff
Committee. The Security Council have at present under
consineration a draft Statute which, if approved, makes
it clenr ‘that states other than the Big Five who attend
meetings of the Military gtaff Committee shall not be
considered as members of the Committec, and shall only
participate in those parts of the meeting %0 whioh they
are specifically invited by the Military Staff Commlttee.

4o On the other hand, Indin mey later Dbe required to take
s predominant part in the provision of forces in the Far East
to be placed at the disposel of the Security Council; but
the Chiefs of Staff consider that some months will elapse
before sufficient progress hns heen made to warrant India
maintaining a permanent military delegation at the United
Nations Organisation. It would seem, therefore, more
suitable for India to send officers to the headquarters

of the United Nations Orgonisation when their attendance

is specifieslly required., More permenent arrangements
could be settled when a clear pilcture hns been obtained

of the sort of work which the Military gtaff Committee are
likely to undertake in the future.

Oe During the recent meetings in London, the jAustralians
raised on a Governmental level the question of the Military
gtnff Committee consulting justralian Military experts when
For Esstern questions were being considered. If, therefore,
Indin feels strongly on the same point, the Chiefs of Staff
suscest that 1t should be raised on a Government Jlevel
rather than through militnry ehannelss

© Crown Copyright
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ANNEX IT

COPY OF LETTER (REF. COS.266/6) D.TED 7TH
MARCH, 1946, TO GENERAL AUCHINLECK

In reply to your letter (C=in-C. Sectt/274) dated
20th February 1946 to the Chiefs of Staff, on the
representation of Indiam on the Military Staff Commlttee,
the Chiefs of Staff have instructed me to express thelr
- yviews as follows. .

2o The Chiefs of Staff have already glven instructlons
to thelr representatives on the Military Staff Committee
on the'question of Dominion co-ordination. They con-
sider that, since the Dominions and Indla are regarded

by U.N.0. as separate soverelgn states, the British
representatives should seek guldance, on all matters
relating to Dominion military interests, from the British .
Chiefs of Staff; and that London should be regarded as
the co-ordinating centre for Dominion interests as a whole.
Furthermore, as the United Natlons Charter lays down

that the Military Staff Committee shall be composed of
representatives of the Big Five, it 1s not possible for

" India, even when granted Dominion status, to have a sead
on the Committee, :

B The Chiefs of Staff are aware that occasions will
probably arise when India and the Dominions will have to
be formally represented at meetings of the Military Staff
Committee. The Security Council have at present under
consideration a draft Statute which, if approved, maokes
it clear that states other than the Big Five who attend
meetings of the Military Staff Committee shall not Dbe
considered as members of the Committee, and shall only
participate in those parts of the meeting %o whioh they
are specifically invited by the Military Staff Committee.

4o On the other hand, India may later be required to take
g predominent part in the provision of forces in the Far Bast
to be placed at the disposal of the Security Council; but
the Chiefs of Staff consider that some months will elapse
before sufficient progress hos been made to warrant India
maintaining a permanent military delegation at the United
Nations Orgarnissation. It would seem, therefore, more
suitable for Indim to send officers to the headquarters

of the United Natlons Organisation when their attendance

1s specifieally required, More permanent arrangements
could be settled when s clear plature has been obtained

of the sort of work which the Military Staff Committee are
likely to underteke in the future.

Be During the recent meetings in London, the Australians
raised on a Governmental level the question of the Military
8taff Committee consulting fustralisn Military experts when
Far Egstern questions were being considered. If, therefore,
India feels strongly on the same point, the Chiefs of Staff
suzgest that it should be raised on a Government level
rather then through military ehannelse.
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