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It is requested that special care may be taken to @y
*ensure the secrecy of this dooument. '
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B E

VAR CABINIT.
CHILFS (F STAFF GOVYITTEE,

MINUTES of the 131st Meeting held on
TUESDAY, 14TH MAY, 1640 at 6.0 p.m.

PRESENT :-

General Sir John G. Dill,
Vice Chief of the Imperial
neral Staff. (“cprcsent

ing
the Chief of the Imperiul Generu‘)l. gtaff.) -
TIn the Chalr).
ce-Admiral T.S.V. Phillips, Air Vice-larshal Sholto Douglas,

Deputy Chief of” Naval Staff. Deputy Chief of the Air Staff

(representing The Chief of (représensiing. the Chir © of the
Naval Stai‘f.? Air Staff.)

Vice-Admiral Sir G. Blake,
Agmiralty. (For Item 1)

SECRETARIAT:

Coloncl Holllo.
Major W.G. Stirling,.

1. ALLIED UILITARY ACTTON IN THD EVENT OF WAR WITH ITALX.
Reference: Paper No.C_O,S,Sh,O) }51)
THE COMMITTEE hod beforc them =

(a) A rcport by tho British Reprosontatives

n the Alllcd iiillt Ognaittoo.
Pupc; No. GQO.rBo(ﬁgsl . ;

(b) A short memorendwa on the above peper
together with a draft telegraphic
Directive to the Cammandere=in-Chief
in the Middle Ecst prepared by the

(Bapor 8’:‘&“@ S RaosBE l3%.))
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The Committee c¢onsidered that it

would he wnwise, in present circumstances, I
to send a liainim fficer by air to Cairo with copies of
Paper No0.0.0.8,(40)351. The Direetive -

prepared by the Jolnt Pilanning Sub=Comnittee covered
this Paper adequately and that the few days saved by
sending this Paper by air could not be offset by ¢
dangerof it falling into ensmy hands., :

The Committee next considered the question of
Allied policy in regard to air attack on the area Turin
Milen, oa, It wvae felt that recent events in Fpance
and Belgium justified an air attack on factories and war
industries at any time which suited us. In fact this
was the only method by which we could hit the Italians
hard, It was agreed that it would be more satisfactory
for these operations to be a French responsibility.

A few amendnents were agreed in the text of the
draft telegram prepared by the Joint Planning Sub-Comaittee.

It was agreed:-

(a) To approve the telegraii s emended
at the meeting and to authorise
its despatch to the Commanders-in-
ghi:f, Mediterranean and Middle
Hast.

(b) That it was of great iuportance Lo
initiate air action ageinst
Italian war industries immediately
Italy entered the war, and that the
Secretary should take the necessary
steps towards putting this matter to
the Framn. :

2. INVASION.

(Papers Nos. C.0,8,(40)349 and C.0.8, (40)363,)

THE COMMITTEE considered a report by the Commandsr-

in-Chief, Home Forccs on the above subject and a B\m of
the pointe requiring a docision, set out in Paper No, .@0) 363,

(a) Air reconnaissanceg. The Committee considered
e question ol air resonnaissances, It

was felt that Geraany was unlikely to under=
take the invasion of this country at the
present juncture. It was thought that they
would concentrate the whole of their enerzies
on either a land battle or on clearing the
Netherlands and poseibly the Dutch coast
bvefore trying to invade this country, To use
aircraft for reconneissances would be to
divert them from our main effort on the
Western Front, The Canx:ittee, therefore,
coneidered it unsound to divert any air-
eraft at the present noment for this purpose,

Ngubsequently circulated as Paper No.C.0.8, (40)354.
-2—
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but that reconnaissances will be initiated
when German attacks sppear more imminemt.
It was confirmed that every offort would be
mads to zive the Coumiander-in-Chief, Home

Forces warning when the situation t Dbe
regarded as critical,

(v) QW. The Coruiittee con-
me ] @ nore probable areas for
seaborne attack are -

(i The Shetlands.
(11) The Yorkshire cosst from Sunderland
to Flamborou;h Head.
(111) Dast Anglian Coast from sSherringham
to Clacton.

(e) g;ne—lanni ?%1203. TH® VICS CHIZF OF NAVAL
2 T at mine=laying was being
carried out as sugzested in paragraph £ (ad)

of the Conmander-in=Chief, Homes Forcea
letter.

(a) W It wae felt very
strongly 8 problem should be
rezarded on the larjzest possidle scale,
As ves seen in the German invasion of Ho)land
very large numbers of troops were landed n a
short space of time; furthermore in many parts
of England, there are a mwber of places
in which carrier borne troops might be lended.
On the other hand it was pointed out that the
shortage of ecuipment limited the number of
men who could be put under ams. It wes
that this was not a case for the enlistment
of a special corps, but rather for an
increase in the forces considered necessary
to defend the aercdromes.

FXFFLEC (k! BeLRiLT

The Comaittee felt that the Comander-in-Chief
Here Forces should review the situation as
regards the protection of aerodromes to
ensure that there were sufficient nunbers
available and thatthe figure of 20,000 should
only be regarded as a first step %owarda
the nuch lerzer fizure vhich the Corxaittee
considered was required before the situation
could be thouzht satisfactory.

(e) litions. The Coaniittee agreed that this
uestion was the responsibility of the
ﬁ:mistry of Home Security, in consultation
with the Minietry of Tpansport and the
Camander-in=Chief, Home Forces and
recomnended that irmediate reconnaisaances
should be carried out in the more likely
areas of attack, and that arrangements
should be made to prevare the demolitions
and plans for the blowing up of these
should be completec:.

NOISE IM3d LAONLIA ATIVD INSVEDOLONS 030NA08LIN 30 0L 10W
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(£ t .. In view of the possibility of

) S?Tm%u%atabliahing air beses in the north
of Scotland from Stavangar the Chiefs of sStaff
expressed same concern at the forces available
for the defence of that area., If the Shetlands
were otcupied by the enemy, it would mean &
aifficult combined operation to turn them out;
the Conmittee wished therefore to strees the
importance of the defence of these Islands,

(g) German % achute troops: The Committee
considered a r note from Sir Walter
Kirke on the question of dealing with
Germens landed from the air other than in
German uniform, suz@sting that this should
be notified to the public through the
B.B.C. The Camittee approved the notification
in prineiple and agreed to instruct the
secretary to submit the notification to the
Foreign Office for legal advice on the exaot
wording.

THE COMMITTEE agreed:=

{0 instmxet the Secretary to prepare a
memorandun™ based on the above discussion
for the approval of the Chiefs of gtaff
and despatch to the Commander-in-Chief
Hofe Forces',

3. TOPOGRAPHICAL INTTLLIGENCE.

(Reference: Paper No, C.0,8,(40)347).

THE COMMITTEE hed before them a note by (eneral
Iemay. After a short discussion it was agreed:-

(a) To instruct the Joint Intelligence Sub=-
Camittee to examine and repori” on
topographical information in other
potential theatres of wars ‘

(b) That the Joint Planning Sub-Conmittee
should give the Joint Intelligence
gub-Coamnittee a priority of points to
whioch special attention gshould be given
e.g: landing grounds, roads, railways
ete., -in this task., -

Lie THE COMMITTEE took note of the following papers:=

POSSIBLE GXERI OVES IN BCE%IN&V%.
Re r% by EI% Joint Intellizence Sub-Committee. i
Fgaper No. G.O.'S.(AO)SJB(J.I.'O.)- aloeady

circulated).
LANDING OPIZRATIONS is MIDDLE E .
ove by Secretary coverng elegram, 4
(Paper No. 0.0.8.(L0)337 ~ already circuleted).

NETHERLAI PLANS AND REQUIRIMENTS .

ommun
Foreign Secretary. ,. i
Pagr Nos c.o’.’a.(uo)ssé - already cirojllated).

OOP KOV

AND NEW ZE.
OoFy of a te
Momond Torrace,8W.l.-.. . Paper No. _
A4TH MAY, 1940,.. . W Subseguently circulated as Paper N0.C.0.8 (14Q)355.'

g The Pr ,t.Iixt\Eter hes asked for thie report
n a week's e,

9 174
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