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PRESENT:-

Air Chief Marshal Sir Cyril L.N. Newall,
Chief of the alr Staff. (In the Chair).

Admiral of the Fleet 8ir Dudley
Pound, First Sea Lord and
Chief of Naval Staff.

Majcr=General R.H, Dewing,
representing the Chief of the
Imperial General Staff.
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SECRETARIAT:

Colonel L.C. Hollis.
Captein A.W, Clarke.
Major A.T. Cornwall-Jones,
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(Puper No. C.0.8.(40)282(8)).

(Previous Reference: €.0.5.(40) 63rd Mesting
Minute 3.)

THE COMMITTEE had before them an aide memoire
drawn up te assist the Chiefs of Staff in describing tn
H.M. representatives from the Balkans and the Middle East

-l

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB-79-3-66_2.jpg

the general lines of Allied Policy “f Italy came into the
war against us.

MAJOR GENERAL DEWING thought that the text of this
Paper was apt tc be somewhat mislcading. Since Allied
Military Policy for war against Itely had been agreed with
the French, events hud moved.

For instance in paragraph 2 it wes a mistake t- say
that 1f Italy ceme into the war now against us we should
pass to the offensive Italy would be unlikely to join in
against us unless Germany was developing a heavy offensive
against the Allies. In these circumstances we should not
be in a position to take the offensive

S8imilarly, with reference paragraph 4 (11)
Major General Dewing pointed out at the situation
Libya hed changed since the time when the French had
thought that they could launch a >k on Libya from
Tunigia within a month of the commencement of hostilities.
Now @ Italis ! defen considerobly
end the preparations prior t { k we Vi

mich more extensive an ' ak much

the French would have

than they at pre

wag not c rrect

offensive from 1 1€ nd

paragrarh 4 (ii) fht be amended d af )
British and Egyptian Forces in Egyr would h it
instance act on the defensive, but prepared to take
advantage of the French pressure fr stage local

in
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nffensive with limited objectives. / x much later stage,
if the Italians still held 1t, 1t may be necessary to mount
a major offensive from Egypt but this would entnil lurge
administrative preparation, and could not be undertaien
without considersble delay."

Continu: ng with reference to paregraph of the
draft aide memoire, General Dewing pointed out thct the
prospects of an offensive from Jibuti were now brighter
than hed been visualised during the pre-war staff
conversations with the French. Since then the Allics
had concentrated further forces in this areas and
examination might reveal the possibility of an offensive
being undertaken at an earlier date. This paregraph
might be amended to this effect.
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With regard to paragraph 7, although it was true to
say that the French have stated their readiness to send
forces to Salonika, this in fact was dependent uron the
British ability to provide shipping and to protect the
lines of communication by sea. Mention might be made of
this roint in this paragraph.
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There was general agreement with the views
expressed by General Dewing.

The Committee:-
instructed the Secretary to prepare a revised

edition of the Report and circulate it for the
approval of the Chiefs of Staff,

g Subsequently circulated as Paper No. C.0.8.(40)
282(8).
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ALLIED MILITARY POLICY IN THE BALKANS.
(Paper No,C.0.8.(40)285(Draft)),

(Previous Reference: C.0,8.(40)65th Conclusions,
Minute 2),

THE COMMITTEE had before them a revised draft Paper
setting out Allied Military Policy in the Palkans, for
discussion with the FPrench,

GENARAL DEWING pointed out that the amendments to
paragraph 8 did not in fact represent the point which the
Chief of the Imperial General Staff had in mind when he
had suggested it at the meeting the previous day. HKis
point was that it would be a matter of months rather than
weeks before any German advance could threaten either
Greece or Turkey. The Germane could, of course, develop
an attack on Hungary or even Rowiania, much more quickly.
He suggested that the draft should be amended accordingly.
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This was agreed to,

TTTT

THE COLIMITTEE: -

(a) approved the outline of Allied Military
Policy in the Balkans as set out in the
draf't under consideration, subject to the
anendment to paragraph 8 as agreed.

(b) agreed that the Pup&rf should be commmunicated
to the French High Command for their
comments through the Allied Military
Committee,

GERMAN INVASION OF HOLLAID: ALLIED POLICY.

¢ / 62

(Paper No.C.0.3.(40)282(J.P.)(8)).

(Previous Reference:C.0,8.(40)62nd Meeting,
Minute 4,
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THE COMMITTEE had before them a note by the Joint
Planning Sub=Camnittee submitting a Report on Allie d Policy
in the event of a German invasion of Holland, if Belgium
did not call upon the Allies for assistance. This Report
had been prepared in the light of recent Resolutions
passed by the S8upreme War Council®.
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There was general agreement that the subject matter
in this Report was one of considerable urgency. At the
same time the Paper dealt with a subject of considerable
importance to which the Committee had not yet had tiwe to
devot e their attention.

It was agreed:-
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To meet to discuss this Report the next day.

# Subsequently circulated as Paper No.C.0.8.(40pss.
© §,W.C.6th Meeting, Resolution 8(c).
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4. ATTITUDE OF ITALY.

SIR CYRIL NEWALL asked whether any
taken to warn H.lM. Ambagsador in Egypt and our Command:re-
n=>hief in the Middle East of the views recently expressed
by Sir Percy Loraine that there was a possibility that
Italy might come into the war against us. Although this
contingency might be remote, he (Sir Cyril ilewall) suy;est
that each Chief of Staff mignt take steps to warn
Commanders-in-Chief.

aetion had been
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SIR DUDLFY POUND said that
mumander-in-Chief, llediterrar
trend of events, and of certair
strengthen the fleet in the Hedite

the C

| re was

undue cause for ar
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Riehmond Terrace, S.W.l.

6TH MARCH, 1940,
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