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WAR CABINET.
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE.

WINUTES of kieetini held on STH APRIL,1940, at 10,10 &.m.

Air Chief Uarsnal Sir Cyril L.N. Newall,
Chief of the Air Staff. (In the Chair).

dmiral of the Fleet Sir Dudley General £ir W. Edmund Ironside.
Pound, First Sea Lord and Chief of the Imperial
Chief of Naval Staff. General Staff.

nES‘Ek I“ IEI‘

Major General H.L. Ismay.
Colonel L.C. Hollis.
Lieut.-Colonel E.I.C. Jacob.

1. X

THE COMMITTEE took note of the Summary of Information
received between 0700 hours, 4th April, and 0700 hours,
Sth April, 1940; and of a Report that an air reconnalssance
on the previous afternoon had obscrved 60 merchant ships
moving North in formation from the Shillig roads.

ALLIED MILITARY POLICY IN THE BALKANS
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THE COMMITTEE had before them the following Papers:-
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Report by the Allied Military Committee.
(Paper No. C.0.85.(40) 235).

01 10N

Hote by the Joint Planning Sub-Comuittec
submitting a draft Report for the Chiefs of
staff. (Paper No. c.0.8.(40) 283(J.P.)).
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L led that the Allied
ilitary Comnittec had be sked to dJdiscuss with th
French the strategi 1atioa in the Balkans, &nd
to ascertain v of ti ter as to vhat th
Allied policy 1d be. I Chiefs of Staff had
always resis he a of sending a British force
to Salonika with a duf 6le, but,as & result
the discussion whi a aken place, it now appeore
that the Froneh shed send a force to Salonika
with the a of & ‘ng Balkan countries by
giving vi 1 I00 power to support ther.

French held

on Thrace through
it would be by
This wes a

rotds leading from

mtry was very

be of service to
of Lord Milne

»licy in the Bealkans,

jould b At en wecks before
the Germans coul capubl o ng an Army into

the field in the Balk Wher in the last wor,

the Germans had n Eastern ang & Wesatern «rly, and

could easily ring ti nges by u ; reserves from
one to the 1 n I 1 y was concentrated
on the We 'n £ . O e of the
communice s erpsny to the Belkans was not such
es to justify ti ldee at large forecce could be “oved
down there in a hurry.

(b) There were two possible routes for a Germen
invasion - via Rouncnia, and via Yugoslavia. It was
most unlikely that the Cermans would go through
Yugoslavie unless Italy w in - in which cese an
expedition to Seclonika would not be possible.

(c) Only 2 small force could be maintzined
through Szlonika - probably cvout 5 Divisions.

(@) The Fyench were cnxious to combine the
Allied Apmy in the Middle East under the command of
Genercl Weygcnd.

(e) The significance of Russiz should not Le
overlooked. If she were concerned in any move in the
Balkans, thet would be an additional recson for our

"y

forces to go to Thrrce rather than to Ezlonika.

Bearing in 1 L these considerations, it would
be unwise for us g ain/thing more than a token
force to Salonika. Qur interests were centred in the
Straits, the Bosphorus, and the Black Sea, whereas the
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French interests vere centred in supporting the Creeks
and the Yugoslavs. We should concentrate our

efforts on supporting Turkey, and leave Salonika to
the French if they wished to go there.

There s i Giscussion on the procedur
which shuuld be adopted in dealing with the draft
for agreeanent by the ench High Conuuand. It was
thought best that uld be sent through the Allied
Kilitary Comnittee lin, for prelivinary
discussion on the ather than thot it
should he nubmit n the first
instance. If G Jam h wur proposed
pcliecy, the Var Csa 1d then ve it before them
with the knd he combined
military views of th ench
necessary, the Chiefs f Staff o 0 t

urselves. Ir
go to Paris to
discuss it with

retery to revise the
f Anglo-Fprench

#11 ry Policy in the Belkans
(annex to Paper No. C.0.8.(40) 283
(J.P.)), so as to incorporcte
vicews expressed by the Chief of the
Iuperial General Staff, cnd to
circulate the revised edition for
consideration.

(b) To invite the Chief of the Imperial
General Staff to obtein the views of
Field Marshal Lord Milne on the
French strategiczl conception of an
expedition besed on Salonike, with
the objects enuzercted in paragraph 6
of the draft Report by the Chiefs of
Staff attcched to Paper No, C.0.8.
(40) 283 (J.P.).
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[—SIR DUDLEY POUND, at this_point, left the
neeting.

DRAFT INSTRUCTIONE TO COMKA
(Paper No. C.0.8.(40) 277(s)).

(Eiévf;?s Reference: C.0.8. geting,
i te ’

THE COMMITTEE had before them a Note by the
Secretary covering draft instructions to Commanders
for Plan R.4. (Paper No. C.0.8.(40) 277(8)).

e
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THE COMMITTEE agreed to the alternative
wording for paragraph 3 of Enclosurc 1, and decided
to incorporate an adéition to paragraph 10 of

Enclosure III in terns commmunicated by the Chief
of the Air Stoff to the Secrctary.

It vias agread:-

To approve the draft instruction® to

for Plan R.4, subject to
nents agreed upon at the
and to instruct the Sccretary

to submit them to the War Cabinet.

binet War Roon,

STH APRIL, 1940.

% Subsequently circulated as Paper No.
0. 0.8, (40) 281(8).
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