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Admiral of the Fleet Sir Dudley Pound,
Firet Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff, (In the Chair),

ol 8ir ¥, BEdmund Ironside, Alr Vice-liarshal R,H. Peok,
of the Imperial Gonoral Dircetor of Operations.,

SECRET

lajor General H.L. Ismay,
Colonel L.C. Hollis,
Lieut.~-Col. E.I.C. Jacob.

1. INFORMATION SUMMARY ,

THE COMMITTEE took note of the Cabinet War Room
Summary of Information received between 0700 hours, 22nd
January and 0700 hours, 23rd January, 1940,

2. INFORMATION FOR BUCKINGHAM PALAGE,

SIR DUDLEY POUND said that His lajesty the King had
mentioned to him last night that he was not receiving full
informatien regarding the dispositions of the Fleet,

The Committee were informed of the present arrange-
ments whereby the duty officer from the Cabinet War Room
¥ent every day at 10 a.m. to Buckingham Palace to bring their

Wps up-to-date and to give & resume of the we, It was
Suggested that this officer might take with ﬁfm a copy o? the

Daily S8ituation Report.

HAVEDOOIOMd IHDIEAL

IT WAS AGREED:

To instruct the Secretary to enguire into the
present arrangements for keeping the King
informed of the situation and to make the
necessary arrangements for any improvements
that might be practicable.

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB-79-3-13_2.jpg

8.  ALLIED ;"LITARY COMMIT TEE.
THE SECRETARY read to the Committee an extract from
a letter he had received from General Howard Vyse, in which
it was esaid that whereas the French Military authorities were
satisfied with the unanimity of views which existed between
the French and British Staffs, they were nevertheless perturbed
by the length of time talen to complete the examination of
specific matters by the Allied Military Committee.
General Howar2 '+ had suggested that delay in tho spoe-
ceedings of the Allied Military Committee was occasioned by
the necessity for the French Delegates to refer bac:k to Paris,
and he suggested that vhen an;” matter wes under discussion
on which the Brisish Delegates wepe fully briefed, the
opportunity might bve taler %o transfer the discussions to
Paris. Such an arrangement could be made without affecting
the general principle ¢ the Allied Military Committee shold
normally sit in Londs paychologilcal effect on the
Prench of a Buggestior by u it the Commi‘tee should meet in
France mi~ht be g« { G 28ent time. The Cormittee
expressed their opr b with the suggestion made by General
Howard Vyse, and th : 1at the Salonika problem might be
discussed in Paris since the British Delegates had full
instructions.

That the Secretary should sound the French as to
whether this idea appealed to them,

", VISIT_TO ANKARA

{Previous Refercnce: C. 9 8:(40) 9th. Meeting, Minutg BJ

— @Iy

THE COMMITTEE had before them a copy of a letter from
H.M. Ambassador in Ankara to the Foreign Office, covering
8 report by General Butler on his visit (Raper No. C.0.8. (40)208)

THE COMMITTEE -
(a) Took note of General Butler's report.

(b) Took note that the Chief of the Imperial General
Staff was opposed to releasing 18 pdr guns to the
Turks; and that the Secretary of State for War
was raising the matter on the Ministerial level.

(¢) Instructed the British Representatives on the
Allied Military Committee to tell their Prench
colleagues that Marshal Chalonak was anxious to
receive more news of the Western Front, dbut that
the British were unable to give it to him in view
of the French responsibility for military
operations in that theatre; and to invite the
French to consider whether they could furnish
the information to the Marshal,

SCANDINA" 4

KETU\ioﬂﬁ_ggﬂjéfxiaigs.D“qt;&9l>gth Meeting, Minute £).
SIR EDNUND IRONSIDE drew attention to a paper issued
by the Allied Military Committee,*containing General Gamelin's
Views on possible allied opérations in Scandinasvi %  The
Committee were informed that the paper was about to be issued
to the Chiefs of Staff and they were asted to approve its

Slmultaneous issue to the Joint Planning Committee for
examination,
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THE COMMITTEE agreed to the above proposal,

+ M.R.(7)(40)15 subsequently issued as C.O.8.(40) 214,

-
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6. BELGIUM.

THE SECRETARY said that there appeared to be an
impression at General Gamelin's Headquarters that a great
cpportunity had been missed at the time of the recent scare
over the invasion of Belgium, and that the British
Government was responsible for missi it, The facts of
the case should have been made clear to the French
Government by the note handed to M. Daladier by the
Belgian Ambassador in Paris on the 1

7th January. In
this note (copy of which is annexed to

these Minutes),
the Belgian Government gave a number of reasons why they
would not invite Allied troo

ps into Belgium before a
German aggression had actually taken place.

SIR DUDLEY POUND tho
nevertheless be taken to re
which might pereist in the

ught that steps should
inove any wrong impression
mind of General Gamelin.

It was agreed;-

to instruct the Secretary to consult
the Foreign Office on this point,
and to report to the Committee.

sbinet War Room,

25rd January, 1940.
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M. Cambon gave me this morning the following information
about rocent exchanges between the French and Belgian Govern-
ments.

8 On January 17th the Belgian Am‘assadcr in Paris handed

a note to M. Daladier in repiy to the communication made to the
Belglian Ambassador y W Daladier on January 15th, reported in
Paris telegrams Nos l and 12, copies attached.

b1 The Belgian Government thanked the Frensh Government
for the measures v h the latter had taken to meet the
poeaibility of a n attack

4. The Belgian Government did not consider it desirable

to address an apg for assistance to London and Paris before
aggression by Ge:many hecame offective. Thelr reasons were
the following:

ench suggestion, the Belglan
inevitably and immediately
reak of war on Belglan soil.

te maintain her moral position
was determined to maintain her
long as her territory was
Yy others and so long as her vital
re not threatened

vy

: would do damage to Belgian-Dutch
i1 would drag Holland into war.

probably hesitate to attack Belgium

intentions were known. The proofs
of German intentions whieh the Belgian Government
now hold placzd Germany in an odious position
before the world Now that her plans were known
Germany would probably have to change them, or
perhaps might abandon them altogether.

By adopting any other attitude Belgium would assume
a frightful responsi>ility towards her people.
Her present line was also in the interests of
France end Great Britain. It wac essential from
the point of view both of law and of treaties
that the entry of French and British troope into
Belgium should not take place in advance of an
effecti, ¢ violation of Belgiamn soil.
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To sum up: either Germany will renounce her plans
or ¢ will commit an act of aggression. In the
latter event, the help which France and Great
Britain would aflord to Belgium would acquire a
moral cheracte= which, in conjunction with the
efforts of Belgium's own forces, would increase
the chances of success.
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5. mes Daladicr said that he took note of the statemant
that the Belgian Government did not vish the catry of
French and British troops into Gelgium to take Dlace in
advance of an effective violation of Selgian territory.

He was bound to say that this state:cnt would have techaical
consequences from the military point of vieis The scope
of the protection to be afforded to Belgium would
necessarily be wore resiricted and would take longer to
establish The French Govermmeat would have to attend

to the security of the Frenc army during the movements
of troops which would have to be undertaken; and since
these movements would affect a large number of troops and
a great quantity of material the question of ensuring
their security was erious one.

6. In view ¢ Lhe reference in the Belgian note to
an alleged suggestion made by the Trench Government (see
paragraph 4 (1) above) it was thought 11 to return a
written reg t ] lgian .ambas lor i‘nis was done
on 18th J

7. fhe Freach note observed that, aotiithstanding

the stateme: in parvagraph 1 of the Belgian note, the French
Goverament made no sugpestion to the Belgian Covernment
that the latter hould address a "preventive appeal" to
Fra ind ‘aat Sritain i‘'he 8sibility of sueh an
appeal having been br h ) ) ledge of the French
and british e rmments nece umngtances with which

the lgian .obass a8 ) ar, s Laladier had (the
note proc : 11 himself to tting the Belgian
ambassador 1ir osi ti to enlig hten his Government as to
the military consequencet hich would result from the
resentat 1 Or non- lentation of such an appeal by
Belgiu to ranc id Great Uritain.
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