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15TH MAY. 1940.

WAR CABINET.
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Report by the Chiefs of Stalff Committee.

The War Cabinet at their Meeting on the 30th April
(W.M. (40) 108th Conclusions, Minute 13) agreed —
W3) That arrang=ments should st once be made
for the British and Franch Staffs to
prepare an up-to-date stotement of
the militory action, which it would be
open to the Allies to tcke in the event
off thelr becoming inveolved in a war
with Italy".
2 In accordance with the above conclusion discussions
have taken ploce bhetween the British and French Representatives
on the Allied Military Committee covering the whole range
of military action in the event of war with Italy, and a
comprehensive summasry of Allied military intentions has
been drawn up .
‘. We have examined this su_mmai'ggpwhich is a
dncument cf SCmeE 1&115]1:119 and have suthorised the

despatch of a telegram tr the Commanders—in-Chief

in the Middle East informing them of the salient points,

e
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and instructing them to concert plans with the French on
the bzslis of the policy agreed upon betvecen the French
and British Staffs. A copy of the telegram to the
Gommanders~in-Chief s attechod, | We have thought it
right to issue these instructicns to the Command:irs-in-
Chief in anticipotion of the cpprovzl of the Cabinet,
owing to the rapid deteriorction of the situation
vis-a-vis Itcly.
s There is cne cutstonding question of great importance,
which requires decision, nsmely the question of air attack
against Itélian industries in North West Italy.
6. In this connecticn it will be recslled that, at the
Qth Meceting of the Supreme War Council, discussion took
plaece as to the best woy of striking 2 sharp and effective
blow at Italy, and 1t was agreed that alr attzek on her
industries in the North West offered the best mians to this
end .

The gupreme yar Council -

n(2) Agreed that the French and British Governments
should econsider the question whether, if

the AllioH found tgamgeleﬂ at war w;th_

militery cbjectives in North West Italy should--
immedisately be atticked by the air from
agrodromes in Frenee; amnd that, as a pre-
limin:ry step, the French and British Air
Staffs should consider what zcerodromes would
ba usad for this purpose, #nd should con-—
cert & plann.

+ Annex.

—E-n-
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e Discussions beiween the Fren-h and British Aip
S8taffs have been enrried Jut, nﬁﬂ p1qn% were in caurae
of preparati n when L.L mﬂesent affeuslve on the Western
r-nt spened. It is unlll’CEJ.,}? thnt British squadpfins
c¢huld be nnde nvailable in present ciroumstanses, and
the French have saia that they will not undertake

these sperations except by way of retaliaticn, although

this attitude may have been changed by recent events.

e We suggest thnat this is a natter whiech should te

taken up with the French Government as a matter of great

LYEENCYK .
{Bigned) o.1.N. NETALL.
1 DUDLEY TOUND,
EDHUND IRONSIDE,
NOTE - At the regqusst of the Chief of the aAir

r——

StAlL certaln mspendiagnts have been made
to p'}_r,ﬂ_grapa_-’i nf the telegram to the
u"jl'ﬂf'.lﬂ'ﬂd.ﬁ- 5-1n- O EF‘ 'md “this ‘s?l’l“ﬂ.El"ﬂT}h
ﬁ...!i':"'?ﬁ_jiﬂ?}f{ﬂ.-.‘ﬂ _the .nnex incorporates
thege anencments. T 1 w;s"l"e:l"_ of Nawval
%iﬁﬂp raxd F el ui e Tmpe- ial General

baff hnve not hnd on Gpl_grtu“titE in

Dt b st 1 e S S B8 1 T

he EbBime =“~.|'3111’1T_|.E. to_ onour in ﬂﬂragrﬁp};
T4 as now drnf’nd ang the igh> is reserved
fmﬂ *hem to s'l‘r;rﬁst Ehu:h modific ‘11:-10,__3 F.lE

they nny wish to pub £ orwa=d.

ﬁgéhmnnd.Terrane, 8.1 1s
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ANNEX

TELEGRAM TO COMIAWDERS=IN-CHIEF FROM CHIEFS OF STAFF.

Following for three Commanders—-in- Chief from
Chiefs of Staff.

s Following is summary of concerted views of British
and French High Commands based on discussiona with French on
Allied Military setion in the event of war with Itsaly.

2. In genersal, French agree with British intentions,
which have been communicated to you from time to time, but
the French preoposals go further, in particulsr they sug esGie-

(a) Occupation of Felos and if possible Lalamis,
Navarince and Argostoli;

(b) Landing of limited forces at Salonika;

(¢) Early operations agasinst Dodecanese; althoush
they regerd recapture of Balearics as prior
reguirement if Italians occupy latter, about
which they express muich concern.

Oe Both High Commands agree as o paramount imporiaice
of denying Crete to Itallsns and aifording meximum praciicable
support to Turkey.

4, Principal cutstanding question whiech requires decision
between two Governments is sir attack on Italian war industries
from south east France. Apart from other considerations we
coneider that alr attack on Itsly should materially relieve air
pressure in Eastern Mediterransan. Plans and preparations for
thie were in hand when the present offensive on the Western
Front opened. It is unlikely thet British squadrons could be
made availseble in present circumstances, and  the French have
gaid they will not undertske it execept in retaliation, Though
this attitude may have been changed by recent events. Neverthe-
less, we will keep possibility of such operations in wview end

inform yvou of any further developments.

. Discussions have made it clear that large-scale Frensh
offensive from Tunisia is not intended in early stages, and
French have stated that even local offensive ﬂpETaFiﬂnE would .
bte conditional on direct British sir support. This support will

clearly be impractlcable.

&. Salonika. If Itaely attacks Yugoslavia but 1is nat1at war
with Allies, French propose to land advanced guard with aireraft
and A.A. defences, size of force not stated. They appreltiste

i hict e they
that thig might itself lead to war with Italy, in which case
envisage fnrge living on country with help of overland or G?aEtWiEE

Tn last resort, force would be withdrawn

supplies through Turkey. 3
Gvggland to Tu%kiﬁh.Thrauen If Allies are already at war before
anding a token force of few thovsand

furee lands, French propose 1 s 0] _
men at Eafcnika, although they have not made 1% clear hpﬁ this
would be effecteds They salso state that force would live on

country without supplies Lrom cutside.
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Tonet French would themselwes supply troops for Sglonika,

also fighter aircraft and A.A. guns, salthough latter are
5till in France. They state British support would be
welzome, and ask us at least to previde R.D.F. facilities.

8. French hold strongly that presence of Allied force

at Salcniks in above circumstances would have such

important political consequences that it should be at empted
despite risks. From military point of View we sonsidep

projeet uns-und, but we recognise that it would be mainly
a French comnitment.

b 18 Support of Turkey. French undertake to previde
troops =ver Anatolian railway, but consider we should
supply tanks, A/T units and artillery, and greater part of
aircraft and A.A. defences.

10. oimilarly, they ask ug to econtribute airsraft and
A«sA. defences Ior occupation of Greek Islands and bases.
We understand landings would be effected from Frerech
crulsers, possglbly before Italy declared war 1f Greeks
cmnaenteéu The peolitical advissbility &f doing this has
not yet been diﬁcuaﬁﬁdu

11, Same limiting factor has constantly arisen in
discussions; namely, availsbility of rescureces in relation
to Allied intentions. We Teel there weould be grave

danger in dispersing limited Allied resources to extent
involved in full French proposals, and it is sbundantly
clear that neo resgrurces invelving sireraft sr A.A. guns
can be made available frail Fronce »r United-Fingdor. -t
present Juncture,

12. We consider that Crmmanders—in-Chief are in best
ngition to judoe whet risks can be accepted and to agsess

W resources in Aiddle KEast can best be used. You should,
therefore, discuss whole position with Weygsnd, concert
plans and repcrt broadly your proposed action.

15. Tn this connectirn we invite your special attention
to support of Turkey in the ewvent of German advsence combined

with Italian hostility. This would appesar tc be the
greatest danger with which Allied intereste in the
Mediterranean may be faced. Under these cirzumstannes we
consider defence of Turkish front must turn Very largely
on provision of air security, without which it seems
doubtful whether Turks could hold Torward of Straitls.
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