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' P‘reaent :
Ti]e Rtght Hon {'J E ATTLEE, M.P., De,put}r Pr:ma Minister {m the ﬂ’hm.r‘}

The Right Hon. Sir JouN ANDERSOK
M.P., L rd._Pmm;:’_lm_t. of the Guuuml.
The Right Hon. Orrver Lyrrerron.
M.P%:[mlﬂtﬁr of Pmduntinn.
The: Ri
His
United

1

The Right Hon. Ernest Beviy, M.P.,

Mlmater of Labour and National

Service. el
The Right Hon. HERBERT MORRISON,

M.P., Secretary of State for the

Home Department and Minister of

Home Security. -

t Hon. VISCOUNT HALIFAX, ' -
ajesty’'s Ambassador to the
States of America.

The fn]lc-wmg were also present: .

The Right: Hon, S, M. Bruce, Repre-
sentative of the Government of the
Commonwealth of Australia.

Th& Rl ht. Hon. ViscounT URAHBDRNE,

rivy Seal.

The Right Hon.. A. V. ALEXANDER,
M.P., First Lord of the Admlralt;'.r

The Right Hon. Sir ARCHIBALD
SIiNCLAIR, Bt., M.P. Secretary of
State for Air. -

The Right Hon. Lorp . Porrar,
Hmlster of Works (Item ﬁ}

The nght Hon. Lorp UHERWELL, PaF-

master-(General.

Mll.’ ]]ihnmm SANDYS, th" Jnin;:
arliamen Secretary, INistey o
En:q:»l:nrljr (Imtaryﬁ and 7). =

. Sir OnrMe EARGENT. Deputy Uﬂﬂﬂl‘-
Emmtmy- nf State for . FuI'Elgn
?1mﬁdm1rﬂ E.lr anm EI’FEET,

Vma-Ghmf nf Hmral -Etaﬂ fI tems -

[ i

1-33 e 3

lie o by ﬂsmﬂ:mf-
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The Right Hon. Sir Kinesiey Wﬂﬂn
M. P., Chancellor of the Exche-quar. '

The.Right Hon. L. 8. AmEry, M.P.,

. Secretary of BState for Indla, and
Secretary of State for Burma.

The Right Hon, Sir James Grice,
M.P., Secretary of State for War.

The Right Hon. Sir Srarrorp CRIPFS,
K.C., M.P.,, Minister of Aircraft

. Production.

Ga. tain the Right Hon. H. F. C.

ROOKSHANK, M.P., Postmaster-
General (Item 5).

The Right Hon. Ricearp Law, M.P.,
Parliamentary Undﬂrhsecreta.ry of .
State for Foreign Affairs,

The Right Hon. Sir ARTHUR SALTER,
MP., Parli Secretary,
Ministry of War Tranapﬂrt (Items
6and 7).

Air Marshal Sir Doveras EviLi, Vice-

+ Chief of thﬁ.&ii:'ﬂt&E'{Items- 1-6)

Lieutenant-General A, E. Nvs, Vice .
. Chief of the Impema] G‘reneml Et.a.ﬂ’ i
 (Items I—G} ;
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W ﬂ{ﬂj 113@1; e erl c_ s-h uarnad m:lt a fn.u'ly sumaasful
Goneluaions, . rm,é on’ sjnﬁheﬁm oil targets in the Ruhr Twenty-five aireraft had -
: 'lﬁnutﬂ 1] - been lost out ‘of 32& _j- ‘otal American claims for' the wmk were:
_ 3.9 ‘enemy aircraft destroyed, 10 probable, 20 dama; A :
Tt nparahnnu. Coastal U-:-mma.nd had ]:md a rather disap ]:_]0 ting week
Home Theatre, resultmg in 5 si htmga 1 abortive attack and 9 aircraft lost, mmnl:f
e ‘asa result of mumaami enemy air activity over the Bay of Bla-:a.y -
: Fighter Command claimed 21 enemy aireraft destroyed,
... 8 probable and 12 Hamaged for 10 fighters lost.
Mediterranean. ©  On the 13th August a strong force of Fortresses and medium -
had again attacked railway yards and the Littorio au*ﬁeld :
- in Rome.
'On the 13th August Liberators from North Africa had attacked
the aircraft factory at "‘F’lﬁﬂﬂ&{ﬂ&uﬂtﬂdt the total round trip b&mg
over 2,000 miles.
Allied air activity in support of the battle in Smlllr had
remained high and there had been an increased: scale of enemy air
activity, mainly against the Sicilian ports.

Naval J Shipping losses by enemy action durlug the prﬂnﬂuﬂ week
Operations. (including belated re urtti? &.mnuntad to 45,600 tons. -
There had been tew U-boat sightings in the North Atlantic, huf.

.the United States aireraft-carrier Card claimed 3 U-boats sunk
during the week in the Azores area. A Liberator had sunk a U-boat
off Freetown, but had been shot down by the submarine and the crew
lost. U-boat activity continued in the Madagascar area.

Enemy aircraft had attacked a large con in the Bay of
Elm& Cg:m ship had been sunk and 2 ] ngrnaarmiam*

: her enemy aircraft had carried out a torpedo attack on a
Mediterranean convoy mnear Gibraltar. Two ships had been
torpedoed but had I'ﬂﬂﬁhed. Gibraltar. The convoy claimed to have

* destroyed 7 enemy aircraft.
e ¢ o 1 Uur llgﬂ:lt ﬂrafl; had been active in the Messina Straits and were

taking a toll of the enemy evacuation in difficult circumstances and
: in face of powerful coast defences.
Military ' The 8th and Tth Armies were closing in om -Messina, an:d
Operations. General Eisenhower expected to clear the tip within the next two
Sicily. or three days.

The German evacuation was in full swmg. It was estimated
that about 32,000 Germans and Italians had got across the Strmts
which were covered by some 500 A.A. guns.

Estimates of casualties in the 8th Army up to the 10th Augu
were nearly 2000 killed, 8000 wounded and 2,700 missing
(excluding 1st Airborne Division, -in which casualties were

.~ estima tﬂb&ahnut 1,000).
‘Bussia. The news frqm Russia continted satisfactory. There was a8
: no confirmation of ﬂ-ed H.us:alan attacks south of Lake

~ Ladoga. A new offensive ned mth-qu{‘ﬁﬁfgmmu

' There had been stead m yansk sector nssians

Ao claimed to have Fmﬂ (German counter-attacks near
Kha:rkmr and were now 30 mj.les mm Pnlt.u.va.

Tha War Ga]:rmet——
g To-ak :m:-tﬂ of the&a-atatamﬁnts

Ll
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fﬂ-' T War Ga.hmat Wﬁtﬁ mi'nrme of tJm lﬁtﬂﬂt 1tmn 1n
" Treatment d whrim matter. A .record is: mxiimmad i t.he ﬁ
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MEnLAry ; [ﬁm‘ar Se#ra;g-ry ﬁj Hm:m for Fﬂ:‘i‘ﬂﬁ‘ﬁ ;
_ fairs m.ar.i ‘that our present policy was, for' tha ‘moment, - to
i NS (A8) 108G er’aga:rd this deqla’i-.aﬁmn and to await develog s,  This matter
T Eﬂﬂf}“mﬂm] mlg;htr well be discussed by the an’e"Mlnmtar 'hth Pl’ﬂﬂldeﬁt

.é;_.f ':_f_'f':;'ﬁ Sl Bm%t attlm’__ shec Cmferenue,
G e b a0 TheoWar Oabinet—: o
A e T-:mk '.Ill]tﬂ of this 3t.a.l:ﬂ1nenm
lh Ih!il. i 4. The Home Sésfatar ma.d Mzﬂs&t&r nj‘ Hum& Sﬁﬂﬂﬂty
e mﬂhﬂ md : Bnmma.rlsed the main events o ‘the previous weelk. On the night of
R Dm_ the 11th/12th August, when there been: a sh attack in the
AR o R R Pl;pmnnth area, 20 persons had been klllad and 79 had been seriousl
fed el Reference: = injured, while other mm-lienta had taken plam in the Bournemon
i L0 WML (48)07th  Brea. -
i : Cinalianinsia. - On the previous night about 15 to 20 aircraft had operated

Minute 4.) ~against Portsmouth, where 23 persons had been killed .and 70
; 1o injured. There had. also been incidents at Bnghtun and at ﬂther'
Planes on the Sussex coast.

The War Cabinet— i
Took note of these statements.

[

e ; Expeditionary 5. The "War Cabinet had before them a Mﬂlﬂﬂl‘ﬂ.ﬂdum
.0 - ¢ Fores Messages. (W.P. (48) 856) by the Postmaster-General, as De ‘tie

8 ol the Imperial Communications Committee, repor measures

- mow’in ha.nd to reduce the delays a&:panenned in tha transmission

and delivery of Expeditionary Force . Given sufficient

personnel to operate the service, it was hoped that messages would

reach their destination in an aver period of 4 days, except

“during the Christmas period. The Committee, however, could not

ensure that the great volume of massa.gm in the Christmas period

UL was handled with reasonable speed. .
: : s War Cabinet was mrdmgl}r askedu \

-{a) to approve the principle of the mmpsusmu of the service
during that period; and
(b) to dlrecr. that persmmal required to ﬂperate a four-day
e R i aemmdnrmgr.ha remain nuft’hsymrahnuldhe
e : i) .' provided. . -
Tal e 20 s AR regands. (1), the Pﬂ.stmastsr—ﬂmal e.mphnmsed that the
geg i) 2 : -airgraph service—now greatly improved—would prnwda a service
asspead as the E.F.M., at considerably less cost. = -

B s R other ha.nd the view was expressed that the mmpleta
Bt | AL . 'suspe:mnu of the E FM at Christmas was llkeiy‘ to be misunder-
iR ; stood and to give rise to discontent - the troops. The S‘ecre:

: ﬁ S'mte for “ar asked that, the matlaer onld be further examine
% L ted that the E.F.M. service should continue to be available
e for their original p - of personal ‘at Christmas time,
. ... . but that means should be found to prevent the service being hope-
B _,:'_'leaaly mrinnﬁed b]’ tha mmhng of ; a very large num.bﬁr of grﬁrﬂtmgﬁ
: SR e As a.rﬂs b it was lained that the int at aaquawaqtha
e SR mg _ { } nu:ﬂbﬁg nf_ ATS and ‘B? A AF. to take over

tha ﬂenﬂm:ahlp

a.i Fris - ':','; ¢'
a::h.tr'u Y TR lr.l]I 'l:*].'.'n"l'
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: . - and are ‘made to'them in a weelc’e time, i
(11} Ag ‘in ynnel ole that the necessary personnel ﬂ-hau.ld har-.

- made .available to operate  the service :durmg

i iRt ’Emm:amder of the ],TEH.I' toa fnur da:,r sl:aaldard

_'Relgmhnu in

Industrial -

The War Cuhmet had hafd:-ra them the Rap-ort. (W.P {43}_
nf the Committee appointed to consider what modifications
could be made, in the light :}f present circumstances, in the lighting

Eat.abhahmanh r&atmntmns affecting in uatnal establishments. .

(Previous

I.Eaiarem

W.M. (48) 96th

Comelasions,

Minute 2.)

(Previous'

'Reference:

The. Hm@w Secretary and Minister-of Home Sﬂ:uﬂty said that

_the Comimittee’s general conclusion, in which all the Departments

Praaentmi had mncurred, was that it weuld not be praﬂtlcahle in
existing circumstances to introduce any general relaxations, such

~ as the shortening of the hours of the blackout, the removal of all

blackout in industrial establishments, or the mdeﬂpread substitu-
" tion of removable for permanent blackout. At the same time, they
considered that a number of steps could be taken which would,

cumulatively, assist towards an increase in miuct.mn Thﬁ:}"
' recommended that the schemes put forward by t Iie Supply Depart-
ments for the substitution of removable for permanent ut in

certain factories should be approved and the work put in hand as
soon -as possible; that other similar applications should be: dealt
with as quickly as the supply of labour and materials permitted;
and that various detailed proposals (summarised in paragraph 4 of
.the Report) for raising the standard of exempted lighting E-hnnld be
pursued with the minimum of delay. .

It was pointed out in the Report that the cost of suhstltutmg
removable for permanent blackout would fall on the firms concerned ;
and it was suggested that, if this proved a seriousobstacle, assistance
might be provided under the Ministry of Supply Act. The
Chancellor ﬂ_f the Exchequer undertook to consider this suggestion.

The Minister of Production, commenting on paragraph 2 of the
Report, said that under the earlier arrangements schemes for
substituting removable for permanent blackout in industrial estab-
lishments were considered by his Regional organisation only if the
cost of the scheme ex £500. In wiew of the diffienlty in
obtaining materials, no such schemes had hitherto been handled b

his Department; but since the commencement of the Committee’s

- investigations, 59 such schemes.had been t forward by the

-Supply Departments and these would presumab y now he auhm:;be-d
for consideration by the Regional nrgamsatmn

The War- -Ua.bmet—
Endorsed the recommendations made in this R.epurtu

: '7 T}w Hmsxte-r of Prnduuf.mn reca.lled that the War
‘Cabinet’s Conclusions of the 22nd July required the Minister of
- Labour and National Service to ensure a net increase of 115,000 in

WM. [43}10&11 the Lnb:mr force working for the Ministry of Aircraft Production’

Cd:mull.l.hmm,
thuta Ly

dun iod ©1st. April to 3l1st December, 1943; and

a.ph {Irmnf the: c-nncrnumm specifically pmmded that the
adm:m:sumt.ma arrangements made. by the Minister of Labour and
- National Barmcedt-nhegwﬂheﬁmt to the War G;htﬁm:t. 8 n]%ocatmtga tﬁi ;
ma;nrpuﬁﬁrahmll such as to ensure that, i sapply up f
mﬂ,nf_m roved insufficient to meet Al the

w !:'f thﬁe de;;miﬁns t,he Mmlst.rjr {}f I..abc:-ur and
Service had nﬁt-ructad t-helr Reg ﬂn,ntrhllera t.]:al.

© Crown Copyright
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er said that this ¥ ﬂ inte retamn nf tha Wan
it unswnulti male :}!ful’ﬁlﬁpﬂﬁmh]ﬂ for Him: to Bﬂ;um a.
| proper- ‘I:ra]anm ‘between the various supply programmes, ‘and its
B S Eﬂa.ntmal ‘application ‘was already proc!uﬁmg results which would
Been e it have a serious effect on the pmductiﬂn pmgramm&nftheﬁdm:rah}"
B e et S i the Hlmﬂta:_}r of Eup-p'ly '

i : g, The .|F"-:a:1".’rI aﬂrﬁa Sears - to ﬂw Mt-mstry of Supfpif gave .
- examples of the wa m which | _instructions would affect the
siion e yrerk of -hisd Dﬁga.rtmﬂnt. For instance, they would have the result

_ that wastage,in factories on Ministry of Supply work was only made.
R S in areas where the Ministry of Aircraft Production had no
B 1 ' unsﬁmﬁﬂ labour dmj%nds,l pla:us for tﬁﬁﬂ of ﬁ&paéngy
fime s LR A ] Ministry o y programine wou jeopardised by
L the Pﬂ%lblllt}“ that the Ia%-our concerned would be transferred to

bt AT ST s e Ministry of Aircraft Production work. The Ministry of Sufpp]y
ST ~ . had been able to plan the previous reductions in their labour

. insuch a way as to cause the least disturbance to the programmes;
" and his Minister had been prepared to t m achieve the further
| reductions now demanded of him on a similarly planned basis. But.
- ‘dislocation of programmeswould be inevitable 1f the reductions were
determined wholly by the qmgraphmal dlﬁtmbujamn of the Ministry

of Almra.ft Pro a.mtmn s labour needs.

Tk.s Minister of Labour and Nan-:;-mi Serviee said that
roughout the discussions he had made it clear that the Directive
Sle med by the Prime Minister in W.P. (43) 319 and approved by
e ar Ga!}met at their Meeting on the 22nd July, would involve
Bl ' an overriding preference for the labour demands o the Ministry of
s "~ . Aircraft Production. If in the instructions to his Regional |
trollers the Ministry of Aircraft Production work-had been défined
too narrowly, there would be no difficulty in meeting that point by
extending the definition. But this would not affect the question
5 of prineiple which the Minister of Production had raised. If he
R i ~ was to_ensure that no part of any deficit fell on the Ministry of
T P _.&ircraft Production, he must give an overriding preference to the
dee Ly e ety of Aireraft Production demands up to the limits of the
R s “War Cabinet’s allocation, and he did not see how he could modify
.+ that part of his instructions unless he was relieved of his present -
B S obligation to ensure that no part of { Eﬂj" deficit fell on ther Iiﬁmatr:r
e R e e 'df'mmmﬂ. Production. -
Aftﬁr further diaﬂusmnn the War Ga.l:rmet— : ;

Bl Tovited the I.urd Prﬁﬂiﬂmt of the Council, in consultation
G e R " with the Ministers of Production, Labour and National
i e R s Earﬂm ‘and Adreraft: Pmduntam, to consider and report
G o " to the War ‘Cabinet on the points’ raised in discussion. 1
SR ln Eanz r, they should - mx&e: whﬂthar (without = ¢

t‘e‘h& ma!l 'wé‘r ?L]lh:cat-mns ‘made b e Wﬂ:
"" lﬂﬂuﬂﬂ[ﬂﬂh& 1’55“51'1 t
E-e_m,wrgem his !Bhg'
ki 'BG,r thir.

APyt g O

1

O lg‘tﬁﬁ'ﬁ eyl it
TR T
o At o e i B R P
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Ale Operations.
' Commanyd.

ey mi&hz:.mﬂpg ua.ujr mnhnrrm if ,Me.mbers of E'ar!-mmant- were

m these "pﬂﬂlﬂ ‘Furthermore, was ested = that,
hmambat-uuftha Amgo "!tlﬂ‘#ﬂrﬂtﬂﬂhﬂl y members
" of the Arme& Furwm the a 1ntments did not differ in' ﬂuhata.nue'- '
from those to which the House of Commons quuahﬁnmﬂn
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};!mta %htc;ﬂ view trf the. War Ua.hmat was, however, t].'nai; it

(Temporary Provisions) Act, 1941, applied; and that it would be
inconsistent with the intention t:-f Act that a Member of

Parliament who was not already in t]le Armed Forces should be

commissioned for the specific p-urpoaa of working on the ** Amgc:-t &
stafl:

The ‘War Cabinet— .. : :

Recorded no. conclusion on thé Emmt but invited the
Secretary of State for War to consider the matter further

in the light of the discussion, and in particular the

' auggeatmn that appointments af Members' of Parliament
Vil t ** should be limited to the transfer of those

sk | .a_liéﬂﬂ}r ‘actively employed in the Armed Forces.

9. - The Minister of 4ircreft Prﬂdwiwn said that at the last
Meeting of the Anti-U-Boat Warfare Committee he had been asked
to draw the attention of the War Cabinet to the fine way in
which Coastal Command had carried out attacks on U-boats durmg

the past ‘month, and to the very satisfactory results which had been

achieved.
The War Cabinet—

Asked the Secretary of State for Air to send a message

on their behalf to ‘the Commander-in-Chief, Coastal

Command, conveying the mrigmtula.tmns of the War

Cabinet on the achievements of the Command in tJJ-a past’
EL month.

Offices of the War Cabinet, S.W. 1, |
162k August, 1943. -

4'. '1‘5' '!:E"@ vt Iu-\..

'-u
aﬁé»‘; ?%‘r&.ﬁﬁbﬁﬁiu& s
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